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MOTIVES AND CONSIDERATIONS TO : 
bs b PREPARE IT. OO Ay Bis's, : s : 


A contrite and humble Heart, O God 
thou wilt not deſpiſes "PSALM, 50. i 


#& 


Prepare your hearts to God, and fans 7 
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_  beffof Hvctsy a contrite'and an hum - 
ble one. | A Heart which is the' price 
of Heaven. An ineftimable' jewel, 
which deferves aur felling all we have 
to purchaſe it. ' Whas diſadvantage it 
may have ſuffered in my han4, who 
have prepared and faſhioned it acobrd- 
& to my fancy, I pretend not to ex- 
As rou A and as unpefifhed as 
at 5X0 the jewe is entire; the ifiterior 
value of it is the fame "within itſelf, 
_ and that is abundantly ſufficient to 
atone for all, Beſides,” contrition and 
humility affe& not the adyantage of a 
modiſh outſide ; plain fineerity becomes 
them infinitely more: - An" humble 
penitent, who has an' angry God to 
pleaſe, and tremble und&r his'Almigh 
ty hand, has ſomething elſe'to rhink o— 
When a Magdalene owee cones with 
Penitential tears, to _ bathe" her Savi- 
our's feet, ſhe quite! iv hoy look- | 
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"ing it. She brings: her precious dint 
ments with her ; but theſe are only for 
her Lord: .they re not.either to adorn 
herſelf, or pleaſe the-company. 

The method I have followed, may, 
perhaps, ſcem arbitrary, and -require 
a line os two to juſtify it... Lbegin with 
the.love.of God.. 1. Becauſe it is the 
firſt,. the. greateſt, and indeed the 
whole duty .of man... 2, Becauſe al- 
tho* ,the/ praftige of repentance, com- 
monly begins with fear; goes on with. 
_ .hope,.and ends in love ; y yet, where 

- our praQtice ends, qur theory begins ; 
.and what is laſt performed, is general- 

- ly firſt deſigned, and prigeipally. aimed 


; at... 3. Becauſe there is no ground for 


either. hope or fear, before we know 
our duty. .. When we know it, and 
conſider well how little - we obſerve it, 


. then it is that-we- begin to tremble at 


- the thought of our appearance at the 


. bar: the terror of a living 


_ God awakens. us, and 
makes. us . ſenſible, how Heb. X, +15: 
fearful a thing it_ is to fall al. 
- Into his. hands... For this reaſon, i i the 
_fecand place, I.ſhew. the, general mo- 
WW of. our i 4-8 ACE Te, 


efpair, 


deſpairy' $4 ounightbalhine witivite mo- 
tives of 'our hope! and,” after all” be- 
cauſe preſumption is the greater dan- 
ger of the two, (our pride inclining us. 
to.think- repentance eaſy, and our ſelf- 
oye datly temptingto'defer it,) there- 
fore T have taken care to ſhew the dan- 
xr of delay: Theſe preparations. $Z 
thought proper for a contrite and hum- 
ble hart.” 5 
- WhenT Jefdiibe oieich, 1@larys: 
mugh more-"upon the "reſolutions" of: 
amendment, than' the ſorrow 'due' to 
ſin; becauſe” theſe reſolutions are com- 
monly the more negleed of the "two. 
_ A little melancholy; or 'a little tender». 

' neſs of nature, with 'no' more than 
_ merely ſelflove in thecafe, may oftens 
times produce a ſenſible eoncern, and- 
even tears, when we 'TefleCt "upon the- 
daager we are in : though all this while. 
our darling humours, our beloved: fins, 
are every jot as dear to'us' gs ever: 
| Some light thoughts we have, iy ge- 
neral, of doing ſo no more; but theſe 


-  afe only ſuperficial: they produce not 


a fingere and hearty deteſtation 'of * our 
crimes : they are: to God, what 'our- 
Ie are 40" our TT j' 

\, theſe 


S - 
_- 


<- - Tyr 
theſe are words of courſe, and thofe. 
are thoughts of gourſe ; both fignify 
oo. A WT 
| Theſe .tyo ef of ken 
"2t- by ane who rang ed 
Has Faber 8s his a and deed; 
Pa * 4, Iaviting others to'take pon 
| Th, x5. if hand, and do the fame. 
a T fign it not with my hand, 


'/ but only wiſh my Reader and myſclf 


_16ay fign it with our hearts. 
Ha !, the firſt four ſeQtions of humility, 


T offer little or votkhing of my own. It 


would not haye become me, to pretend 
much acquaintance with fo rare 2 vir- 
rus. | And beſides, m ſugh 2 matter, 
| fo extremely difagreeable to' our cor» 
Tupted nature, there was need of more 

- authority than mine. "0 
I conelude with the charaQter of a 
good chriſtian. Having deſcribed his 
heart, I, thought it would not be amiſs 
'to finiſh the remainder of his charaQter. 
- In this, alſo, I advance not a word of 
my own. Should I prefume to draw a 
chriftinn to the life, it would be as 
great a vanity, as if my reader ſhould 
| Pretend to fit for the piQture. - I pro-. 


duce 


- « 


De ——_——_— 

_ducethe Aa chiefly, and the fa- 
thers, now and then a modern author : 
any helping hand was wormune in ſo. 
_ difficult a piece. 
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_ No matter ks. T am, 'f ama fon : 

# of the church ; and ſubmit myſelf i 
2 ESR: entirely to her. +4 M fl 
FS *Y Pacin, name is CHRISTIAN Fl 
we” gore and my firname CATHO- i 

| Jong; - ,_ VIC; theratt I have leave [i 

+ +... to conceal. God's honor, A 
and my neighbour's good, is all I aim {Il 
Nt > and, as ts either of theſe deſigns, F; 
1 have no other - As but gy | I, 
rs f ay bt; bo 

Os va | | 


- ADVERTISEMENT, - 


"IX this cdiedin/1 RY Ine nothing 
but the laſt ſeQion of. humility, & in 
which I have'omitted three articles. I 
was adviſed to it by a friend; and 
would not argue the matter with a per- 
fon whom I have ſo much reaſon-to 
think wiſer than myſelf. As to my own 
judgment, I am ftill of a contrary 
opinion ; and ſhould not have ſo eaſily 
ſubmitted, had I not refleQed thatT 
ought to moe” the humility 1 NE 
preach. © 
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| Fo ach: it imports. us i lone God x 
above all things. \ = {poo 
. 1-4 | 


Wu. "HEN: whe! Phariſee aſked: ny! 
Saviour, Ma. xxii.' 36. ' What- is the” 
_ great commandment in the' law? ' Our © 
dear Redeemer,: who came to perfe& 
the old law; who came to change the 
Jaw of fear inte a law of love; who 
brought down fire” from Heaven, to 
_ Inflame our hearts replied, 'v.' 37,38, 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, with all thy foul, with all 
thy mind. "TR is the great command - 

ment. 6 
1 fear that many of us linke thi 
- how great it is. + We little refle& on. 
: the one FRaey how great oar obligations” 


vw 


— 
Mu 


TY 


"© Motive of Love. 
| are to lovg our God ; and of1the other 


Y 


| fide, how great are the advantages 
which cannot fail to attend this ove. 
We will conſider, how great our in- 
; brim is, if we omit our greateft 

uty 3, how great our folly is, if we 
m_ our.greateſt good. | 


RR 
SECT. II. 


| That wo love of God, is our greatef 
Duty. 


'o is} zt plajnly appear, that _e 
rw of God. above all things, is 
Ws cateſt duty, of a chriſtian ;, one RET 
ink it were. enough to ſhow, that it.is 

a, duty which compriſes, all our other 
| duties 3 that it isthe total ſum of chriſ- 
tianity ; and. that without the leaſt 
hyperbole, it is the whole duty of man; 
becauſe, all other precepts whatſocyer,” - 
are only ſo many branghes of this great 
"commandment, which is the root of 
. all the. reſt. St. Cypri- | 

 Serm. de Orat. an calls it the grand epi- 
SOM tome of all our obliga- 

_ tztons, And were it ne- 

: AS _ demonſtrate, 4 


% 


feQer than all his creatures, becabfe 
ke realty eonaitns'in His owh effente all 


= || 
perfeRtions whatſoever ; fo ont obtiga- 75) 


 obligatisn-to BY bi. meomparably 
zreoter than all other obſigations, be- 
altogether; TG ge 


is is eh6ugh to give us a conſuſed. 


idea of olr duty at a diſtance. If we 
draw the ptot 
an infihite variety of. preſſing motives 
which enforce our. obligation. Every 
 fingle excellency of the objeE we adore 
_ is all divine ; ho ſhadow there of any 
" blemiſh to obſcure thoſe charms whith- 
cog] our affeion : norhing in our 


- 6 
y 


"God, but what is infinitely aminble, 


and deſerving infinitely more than all 
the love that we are able to. return. 
Since therefore all and every one of 
His innumerable exeellencies are unli- 
mited and boundleſs ; ſince'they all and 
_ every one deſerye a ſuitable eſteem, 
fince. they command our love as they 
_deferye it; hence i follows Clearly, 
that our duty is as boundleſs as their 


_ merit; and that as St. Bernard fays. | 


.. There 3s no other meaſure of our love, 
_ than loving without meaſure. 
pigs Amongſt the aumberleſs variety of 


| thoſe 


Metives of Lovi.—— ut” 


nigher, we ſhall find - |: 
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12 -- Motioeof Low, 
_ have entered into the heart of any man, 
. 1' Cor,.u,.g. | There is ons which we 
_ are more. acquainted: with z there is 
. one which in a manner.makes the reft 
| our own ; and which of all, is the moft 
.. generous heart ; I mean, that of a true 
friend. We read, in Eeeleſaſticus, vi. 
' 15. that there is nothing comparable to 
_ a.trye and faithful friend : and that in 
_ the balance of the wiſe, he weighs 
. much more than all the gold and filver 
inthe world. As there.is.nothing bet- 
ter upon earth than a true friend, ſo 
there is nothing more pretended to. 
: And as the world deceives us moſt, 
where we expeQit leaſt, ſo there is 
- hardly any thing in which it more de» 
_ ceives us, than in this. Of all that 
read theſe lines, perhaps there 1s not 
_ one, who has not been already very - 
- much miſtaken in a friend ; angdiit is no 
_ wonder, if. we always are fo till we 
|- _. raiſe our hearts above this world, and 
fix them there, where we are ſure to 
| finda true and faithful one z who loves - 
{| © us gratis, "always loved us ; loved us 
| +even when: we were his exemiesz and 
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* Mijtoc of Love.. ='Y 


will toad eternity, continue the ſame. 
love, unleſs we prove ungrateful, and 
refuſe to love him above all things, as 

| he.ver .vell deſerves. . .. 

* He loves. us gratis ; not for any good. - 
he gains oy it, or, any little ſeryi 
can.'do him: , Ne cannot ffand in need. 
_ of; any / 'f thoſe .goods, which every: 

- moment he beſtaws upon us. Tho art. 


my Ged, ſays the, Pſalmiſt, Pſal. XV1., 2. 


My goodneſs extends not to thee. . When, 


we. 


we have. done all we can, , Luke: XVIl. 5b 


10. We are unprofitable ſervants : we 


have dene-ourſelyes the greateſt good. | 


we can imagine ;: but our God is not a 
jot.. better for it. The foun-- Lib: 
tain, ſays St. Auſtin, is not  & Civ. | 
better for our drinking at the of 
ftream, nor the ſun the; better for our. 


B-. walking by his light. .* If 1 may uſe St. 


Paul's exprefſion, . 2-Cor. xii..1 4. "He. 
ſeeks not what 7s ours, but us. He ſeeks. 
for nothing but our love, andeven this. 
command -he lays upon us, merely for. 
our good, Deut. x. 12.13. And now, 
Aays he, what does the Lord thy God 


require of thee ? but to love him with all | 


thy heart, which I command thee this day . 
fr thy goed. Behold, dear Chriſtians, 
_ a true 
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nu. | Motives of Love; 5 
a true and faithful friend ? and fee bow 
Yu cananfwer it to your good nature,” 

AF ts Epc tet men > l 8 

_- He always loved us, always thought. 
of us; not only all of us 'Yy general, 
but every one of us ; and loved us with, 

" a love eternal as himfelf. He fay: in 
the prophet Jeremy, ch. xiii. 3. Phave ve 
laved thee with an eternal love, thire- 


thee. And what more powerful attrac- 
tive can there be, to draw us to him, 


than that loving kindnefs ? which from @- 


all eternity took care of our concerns, 


- __ contrived our future happineſs, and 


drew a ſcheme of all the neceſſary. 
means to bring us to it. Except him- - 


* ſelf, he hardly thought of any thing. 


| but-us © our firſt creation, our redenip- 


_.. . tion, our ſalvation, were always.in his 


cYe z they were the eternal entertain- 
ments of his mind ;z they were the _ 
Hon defign which gave ocraſion to the 
firſt produ&ion of this world, which 
we ungratefully prefer before him, 
though he. made it for us, Eccl. ix; 14. 
| Never forfake your old friend, your ntw 
ene will never be like him. Alas! who _ 
who can. help it, if we will be ſo un- 1, 


grateful, 


4 
|| fore with loving tindutſs have I drawn © Y 


U 5 


b, 


} 


Metives of FOO Co 

_. and forſ! ake ſo.ancient a friend ? 
We way be ſure it is impoſſible to find 
a neW -"th comparable to hin. 

He loved us, even. when we were 
his. exiemies "Is true, the firſt pro- 
duQion of the univerſe was proof 
enough ; and no, man can deny, but 
hat great a gift beſtowed upon us 
ſor our uſe abundantly ſets fofth the 
greatneſs of his Ae But. yet the 
der creation of the work, is no- 

ing to the conſtant conſervation of 
it for our” ſakes, who have ſo long, fo, 
much'abuſed it., If the firſt beſtowing. 
of a more. than ordinary favour, with- 
out apy previgus,merit on our fide, be 
ſuch an argument of more than ordina- 
ry loye, what is the conſtant repetition 
and continuation of the ſame To long a 
time ; although the longer we enjoy 
it, we demerit more and Mmgre,. and. 


arc as. obſtipate in our ingratitude, as. 
he. is. conſtant in his. kindneſs ? Was. 
there eyer any.trug and hearty love like 


this? St. Paul expreſſes fome reſem- 
blance of it in a, ſecend. letter, which 


he writes. to the Corinthians, and de- 


clares his readineſs to. ſerve them, 1 
Tor. Xi. 15. _ Though (lays he). ws 


more 
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= Maida, of "Rg 
mare abundantly love you, the rſt. am 
_tbv'd. We read it in the 12th vi 4 
_ which relates his rapture into the t 
Heayen :. and without 'all doubt, this 
love of his was copied there from the 
. divine original. "If one ſmall. ſpark of 
4s celeſtial love had ſuch a wonderful 
Qt. in the apoſtles breaſt; what can 
on ſay or oor of that immenſe and 
- boundleſs fire of everlaſting love, which 
..nNo ingrafttude of man was ever able to 
_ extinguiſh! though our God. foreſaw 
. how much. it-was in.vain to court our 
love, although he-,was. not ignorant 
that his. affeQion' for ſo baſe, and ſo 
_ unworthy creatures, *would be. More 
deſpiſed, the'more he laboured to en- 
_ dear us ts. him though he knew be- 
| forehand, the unparalleled ingratitude 
of men: nevertheleſs, he ſent his only 
Son'tb ſave us; he could not hold his 
hand.; be could not deny himſelf” the 
CatisfaQion of being infinitely kind. Be 
 efteniſhed, Oy Heavens at this - Jer. 
- Ne 12. 
- t5 Tohn diſcourſing of this love, takes 
. Notice of. no other 'motive of it than 
- our gratitude; our indiſpenſible' obliga- 
tion to be in to ſo good a i friend. 
: We 
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 tvt# us," + Jo.tiv. 19. + He does not- 
_ fay+becauſe he- is infioitely- good and. 
* kind us. His feaſon L gather from: the- 
_ -rath'ver. of the fame chapter, where: 

he ſays, No man has ſeen God at any- 
_ - time, and the no, where henadds, How 


_ can man live God whom he has not. 
 feen? Tf we had over feen him face to 
Face, 1-Cor. xi. 12,43 all the bleſſed - 
__ fpirits do» in Heaven, .we ſhould then 


 haveiloved him here as4they; do there : 
_ the veryifightof 
_ never been kind) would have tranſport- 
ed us\ beyond-all thoughts'of any thing 
_ but him.; it would haye-been- impoſh- . 


ble-to-entertain. the leaſt iimpreſſioniof P 
any otherlove in competition withhim. . 
_ Butzbecauſe this happineſs is not/to. be 


Gwiterend here, where it is unpoſſible | 
5 bim as be is, 1 Joh. itt;-24 There- 
fora. Fohn the Daſciple whom Jzsus_ 


- knew, that -no impreſſion fioks deeper. 
1 a generous heart, than-the endear- . 
ing obligation of returning love for love, - 
pleads nothing 
_ the. fulfilling of this- great commang- 
. ment : He love him, ſays. he, | becauſe 


be firſt loved us, 1 ns ohn w 19% _ 
| There 


=—_y 


du(although ho bad 


loved, Jo. xxi.'v.'9. who by experience _ 


elſe but.gratitude, for - 
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18 Maotives of Lave. 
There is nothiag more obliging, than 
the love of"a true friend ; apy nothing 
clife obliges avs without it. +» Whatfo, 
ever the interior valie of a benefit 
_ amounts to, when we-eaft it upy the”. 
is at taxed by any other 

_ weight or mouſy -b 
whom we fund -indebrad for- it wln 
_ this cafe, i . of-all erimes, is 
the moſt un pardomibleyu crime fo tall,” 
which on nature fo' abhors; that 
cven the wort of men, who are 
_aflnined' of nothing elſe, can never. 


og-than his love to! 


_ cadures that any minthould either ſay 


or think, they are ungrateful. Other 
bag they vabliſh'2s the world, but this 
they always labour to conceal. And” _ 
_ the” Liſeavge can think of any wicked 


 nef# {a infamous, but ſome have been” - 


' ſo witked as to glagy in it 5 yetringra- 
titude is fo unworthy, carries ſomuch - 
bafeneſs in"the vory front of it, that I 
could never® hear of any that were 

_ ever, proud of being thought ungrate- 
fuk Rather than a man ſhould think 


| _ ate ſo, they invent a thouſand fri- 


OT to diſown the obliga- 
y quarfe! with the benefit ; 


be ; 


TE tho bonefattor ; an@ that” ny 
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deny a leſs ingratitude, they hide it 
hy greater. gr aſhamed They ure 
th ih Fibi fault, that they had rather 
be a'thoufſand ti w—_ "ungrateful, than he 
once eſteemed 

This is the crime which many of us 
are fo guilty of, alchough we are as 
much uevwithing to believe it, as we fre” 
in a manner Giles infenſible of being' 
lo. Becauſe our Godi 1s infinitely more” 
our friend than any other can be, there- 
fore Ws regard him infinitely Jefs. We 

cannot, without ipgtatiob,, obſerve 
one: mah un ungrate ful 10 another : the 
very ſtory of an ungrateful aQion, ſay . 
ka jj pyts _ us. Nos ut of all” patience, 
$i0g a lo ' for the author | 
wa it. [EF wb Villain, we cfy, 
te do ſo horrid a thing ! And yet, when = 
we obſerve, how horribly ungrateful We, 
poor miſerable creature is to our Crea- | 
tor, we take little notice of it ; we 
ard it, with a cold indifference, as - 
ifs we were content it ſhould be fo. 

We cannot plead in our defence, 
that we are ignorant, how much we. 
ſtand indebted to him for his love :— 
alas | we all know well enough, that 


there | was never wy love hke wy | 
ſo 
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_ Aithvel of 7 Tg Ti 
and ſo conſtant. . If 


e plead forgetfulneſs or” inadvertency, 
only make.the matter worfe, b: 

offering to* mend:it. He is the mo 

ungrateful of all, ſays the moral phi- 


| loſopher, who forgets either-the bene- 


Wor or the benefit. 'And yet, when 
we have made the beſt we can of an ill 
__ cauſe, "Us certain, that the true, if not 

© the, only reaſon, why we are inſenſible 
of our ingratitude, 15, becauſe we fsl- 
dom call to mind, and almoſt quite for- 
gets how great our obligation is to 4d 
wr Gon, becauſe he firft loved $2 
obn iv. 19... +. gy 

All the ends of the wt ſays he 
Pf, almiſt, ſhall remember, Ed be con 
_ Jertze to Gag, Pal. xxii. 28. | Let us 


- remember only. n30hs a friend God'is; 


- how infinitely better than' the beſt we 
have "beſides : let tis remember only ' 
this, and we ſhall be' converted : we 


* ſhall be aſhamed of our ii ratitude 


and love him above all Re? oF: 


. 
- 
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The the Love of. Ged is our pron / : 


*s 6385 


word commandment. is always odious 
to.. thoſe who loye their liberty, and 


makes it Jo much harder to go .down | 


with them. But yet, if after ſecond 


thoughts. upon the matter, we diſco- 


ver that one reaſon, why it is" our 
_ greateſt obligation, is, becauſe it is our 


greateſt good; the. yoke will then ſeem 


eaſy, and the burden light, Mat. xi. .30. 


- Three things there are, which gain 
our hearts, command our inclinations, | 


and in a manner, govern all our 
aQtions; and theſe three things are, 
honour, profit, and pleaſure. 
ſoever we call good, falls under one of 
theſe three heads ; tis cither honour- 


able, profitable, or delightful. All _ 
theſe three accompany the love of 


God, and none of, them are ever to be 
found without it, 


1. To begin with Foroir! 1 take _ 
for granted, no man ought to judge; 


that this or that is honourable, becauſe 


the. 


% 


_ W: "MY our WT is, "the very 


W hat- - 
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the generality{of mankind,” by miſtake, 


_ is apt to value and. admire it ;.but be- 


fore he gives his verdi&, every man 
ſhould ſhoyld farft conſider well the 


_ merits. of. the cauſe. A wiſe man, 
; though he lived amongſt a multitude of 


infidels, and ſaw how much they ho- 


_ nout and adore falfs Gods; he wotld 
not therefore, preſently' conglade ſuch 


ids!s honourable—bnt' . would rather 


- kivigh at thoſe who are ſo blind, as not 


to ſee how little; they deſerve it. The 
| 4p on, is. not, what we (by a vulgar 
Error) are inclined to: honour moſt, 
but, what it is that js moſt worthy of 
it; and this upon a tri enquiry, will 


_ appear to be the love of God; honour 


at all hands, is agreed to be a teſtimony 


'of ſame excellence ; and nothing can 
. be truly honourable, if it be nat truly 


excellent. A man has no juſt title to 


.his honour (any, more than what. the 
common duties of civility amount 'to,) 
 _- tf he have not ſomething in him more 
_ than ordinary, ſome perfeQion to diſ- 


tinguiſh him, and raiſe him to a height 


more clavated than the loweſt rank of 


"Sites of ne | 23 
2k 'T] he qualities which juſtly challenge 
mos. 'eftecm, x dom, juſtice, 


ever racles us te the 
Asfor wiſ- 


42/94) = Jomontiraed, that no - 
| Kr cy not love od above 
all Vings- He may, be, ſays he, a wiſc 
- Merchant, or a wiſe pilot, a wiſe 
"ſtateſman, or « wiſe general z becauſe 
| he mey be prudent in the ghoice- of 
.proper micans,: = fitted to the pur- 
pol and deſign of ſuch 'omployments ; 
ut it is impoſſible, to be a wiſe-man, 
without being wiſe” in-order to the-pro- 
_—__ of man, the. great deſign of 
is ereation, ' whieh is nothing. but the 
| knowledge: and the love of Gad. A 
. magilirate, who is created: merely for 
the public-peace, whatever he may be 
in other ings, if. he be not wile | 
_— to thatend, . he is not a wiſe-ma-. 
mo fince- al mankiid was 
frag happy in an everlaſting 
. onion: with God, whatever a perfon oy | 
be in. other alaire, bf. hy be not wile 
| in Soon to this end, he nay be a = 
- what 


. 

> $ 
| 
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How! any man is thoroughly and'truly 


Matives of Love. 


what you pleaſe,” but he i is a a wiſe 
man.” ; 


As for fullies; 1 would oiltiner | 


juſt, who is -perpetually guilty -of "the 
moſt” notorious injuſtice 'we can think 
' of. © Such is the man, whoever: he be, 
"that does not love his” Maker-'as he 
ought. Tis true; he'only is un njuſt 54 
God ;- he 'only wrongs himſelf; 

never: wronged his neighbour, AA be 


_ all his life. But what could-you ſay of. 
a ſteward who 'only cheats his maſter ?\- 


"Would you think!» '-him-a juſt man, 
bs hemeyer eheumſii i pre» 
-vants p | 
_ As for powers I-confifir' antyrhs- 
great, in ſome- prom rac reſpeQs, but 

never can be abſolute, Din the love 
of God. 1 may ſay' the ſame of 
power, that'St.” Thomas ſays of wif-. 
-dom{' A man without this: love may 
be a powerful. prince, a 'powerful. 


- warrior, or” the like; becauſe, with- 


- ovit it he'may have all, power. neceflary 


for the main deſign of government, or 


wary &c., * But ſince without-this love, 
" he"neithers can command his paſſions, * 
 _ FORO it 1s a he has not all 


Hotives ftw . 8. 
the Et to. wx the Pros. 
_ per-end of -mait's creation. | In'a word, 
he 1s-n0. pawreriul, any. who a 
__ of himſelf, -. 2 4 

us - you - may. paints: ow- 
theſe three charaters- of wiſe, juſt; 
powerful, which are the moſt eſteemied- 
and-honoured- in the world; ate- only. 
ſhadows,''and imperfe& ſemblances, if 
ſeparated from the love of God. You 
plainly ſee, that it not only is the great- 
eſt. exceltence 'of man; maſt _ 
able, moſt deſerving our efteem agen 
that « without it, there 'is 'hard 
thing which'truly is ſo,” © 7, . 
_ '-2+ As it is ogr greateſt honour, > it 
13.0ur greateſt'profit, - $t. Paul was ſo 
ſenſible of this, "the though the fervour 
of his zcal'appears in all his writings,” 
yet he never ſpeaks with greater, em 


 Phaſis, than when he hasa fair.cerafion | | 


to. diſcourſe. uponthis ſubjeQ. Though 
ag ſays: aj with the tongues 'of- 
and angtls, and: have not charity, 
I am, becom# like ſounding / braſs, or a 
tinkling: ccymbal. And. þ, WES 1 bave 
the gift of prophecy,” and-underfand\ all 
myſteries, and all knowledge ; anit the'. 
Th, FO _ Wh that [ could remove 
j 


WT; _— _ moune- 


26 | Matives of Lone 
mountains, and” Saks no "Jak ity, 1 am 


' . nothing. ' And'though 1 beflow all. my 
goods to feed thipoor," and though I give 


my body to' be burned, and; have: nat 


| charity, it profits me- nothing, 1 Cor. 
_ - xiii. + He has 5 Tae? up 'the greateſt 


gifts, and beſt advantages that he could 
call"to' mind, and yet he ſays they all 


are” nothing to. our purpoſe, without 


apoltle teaches us, that-all- things elſe 


_ --- love... :On: the ather ſide, the ſame. 


are- profitable With it, . though they 
never can beſo without it. Je #now, 
ſays he, that all things 'work together For 
_ good, to theſe who love God, Rom: viii. - 
28. The fecret of changing all things 


into. gold, has in vaia long time been 


ſought for; but the myſtery of chang+ 
_ ing all meanneſs of%®ur. a&10ns into 


more than gold, 1s much more eaſy to 
| be. found. Whatever ye do, ſays St. 


_ Paul, do all to the glory of Ged, r. Cor. - 


X. 31. and every thing you will do,” 


will have more value: in: his fight, | than * 


IJ 


all the gold and filver . in the. world. 
/ The .leaſt degree of: love, the. coldeſt . 


a& of charity, even. the giving”a cup q 


of-cold:;water, for thelove of God, 


- our. _—__ tells. _ Oy as-wife | 
HS pa | PSY 05 Joſe % 


has, 


Ht 


_ Y _ 
fe its PWinoag Mate: x." 42. $0 true 
's that of St. Auſtin, all things elſc/are 
\ profitable with'it'; Hothing « E ſe | 1s waly 
fo without it. + 

3: As it is our greateſt vole? fo It 
& our greateſt pleaſure : there is' no- 
thing ſo delightful, even in this world, 
as to love God with all our hetrt, with 
all our ſoul, with all 'our mind. Tt'is 
hard enough, I know, to- make the 
world believe it ;' becauſe, although the 
truth be'in itſelf, as' clear and bright as 
the meridian ſun, our paſſions raiſe a 
cloudy © miſt before our eyes, which 

-mtercepts the ſight of it. "All perfons 
whoſe  affeQions "are fixed upon the 
- pleaſures of this world, can hardly ever 
be perſuaded, but that the love of God 
is thedulleſt, and the moſt inſipid thing 
-imagittable. They eaſily conceive, that 
<nothing'is ſo honourable as to be a"faint; 
-and that it is but a very little profit for 
'a man, to gain/the world, 'dhd loſe his 
Foul, Matt; xvi. 26. The honour and 
the "profit are reed upon, butwhere 
6 the pleaſure'? All ks can be ſaid 


upon this ſubjeQ, they are acquainted 7 


with, they underſtand it not. "He 
Penches | in an unknown tongue, who 
3.32 | preaches : 


28 Motives of FT 


preaches the love of « 70d to-thoſe who 

never loved him. The language of 

| love, ſays St. Bernard, s barbar 

thoſe, who love not _ 

Az ſoon as ever they begin to”: turn. 

_ their back upon thefe rotten pleaſures, 

and Jook towards heaven ; preſently 

theſe I; Theis - ft begin, as 

4t. were to them 

the Qleeve, (as. St. Auſtin 3... 

' words it,) and whiſper 

SED car, do - you | rſcke us? And 
this 'moment ſhall we have your 

company no more for ever ? Shell we 

never fee-you more ? Thus they ſoli- 


| it, thus they importune, and tempt 


them, to defer the time'of their con- 
verſion. Do you think it poſſible to 
live without the pleaſures of this world? 
Ah Chrifhians! it is not impoſſible; -it 

_ 1s the greateſt pleaſure in the world to 
live Yun be rp oek It is true, os 
very ts. paration are like t 

thoughts of death : but then we ought 


to that as we feel no. pain when 


we are dead, but all our pain is only 


Ew Eo ory. dying : ſo we feel: the 


worldly pleaſures, 
Thin We hay liberating what to do; 


but 


4 
, 
1 
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"bat: we. are dead, we feel no pain at all, 
' when | oncs.we are reſolyed.upon it.— 
You are dead, ſays St. Paul to the Co- 
loflians, _ Col. iii... 3; and y your life is 
_ hidden with Chriſt in God. .. *] am dead, 
_ Tays.the-ſame apoſtle to the Galatians, 

zal, 11. 19. 20. and., the. life which 1 
"now live in the fleſh, T live by the faith 
of the. So F od, who loved me. See 
. the powerful effeQs of loye.!-It makes 
' us as inſenble to all the pleaſures of this 
world, as-if our inclinations were alrea- 
'dy dead, and quite. extinguiſhed in us. 
Cant. vi. 6. Love, 15 as Frong as 
death. * 


Tt 1s this ITS Rog which Frere. 


us from the tyranny of all thoſe paſſions 
_ which divide the kingdom of our heart : 
' a kingdom brought to deſolution; where 
Satan caſts out Satan; and haw can this, 
kingdom ſtand ©. Matt. X1l. 28... 26. 

How is there any trye content and fatis- 


faRion to be found init? A man who 


Places all his happineſs in humourin 
- his paſſions, can never pleaſe himſelf, 
till he has' pleaſed them all * and Fines 


it is impoſſible to pleaſe two maſters,” 


how is it fp for any man to pleaſe 


fa maoy's I might here appeal to each 


man's 


wreck} re 


FI ; 7.0 


cortſeibiide* Sony Shea it anbat' the 
$ to confeſs, We have 
the wort of God, the beff and cleaxelſt 
evidetce we tah defire : The with 
 fays he; Ifa. tvii. cZ0g, 21. are. like 
troubled fea; when it cannot reſt ; whoſe 
| aonbers ci ey foo yr thefts 5s 
#0 pence ſays my*Cod, to the wicked. 
On the other fide, when once the 
love of God has fulf poſſeſſion of our 
"heart, when Chrift governs it by faith, 
and' the holy Ghoſt by charity ; when 
be ſpirit of Gotf beging to' move upon 
gots” i of the waters, Gen. 1.'2, it 
| ently commands the winds and the 
Ta Matt. viii. 26. and there ſucceeds 
_ a great calm. In' a word, as much as 
liberty is more agreeable that! flavery, 
'as'much' as nnity 18 better than diviſion, 
as much as peace, content, and eaſe, 
Xe more delightful than perpetual diſ- 
. turbance, diſcontent, and pain, ſo much 
. the pleaſure which' attends the love of 
God, is | acne than the pleaſures of 


this wort 


Had it been poſſible for our Creator 
to oblige us: all to: love him gratis, we 


"might 


, Motives of Love. - 31 
might then have had more. colour for 


our crime. And yet it would have 
been no more. than what he very well 
deſerves. He loved us gratis, without 
any poſlibi z þ 
humbled himſelf to repair our honour 
—he quitted Heaven to promote our 
intereſt—he ſuffered torments to pro- 


cure our caſe—and it would only be 
a ſuitable return, if we preferred his 
honour, intereſt and pleaſure, far be-+ 


fore our own. But, as our. kind and 
gracious God has ordered it to our ad- 
vantage, we are all obliged to ſeek our 
own true honour, intereff, and plea- 
ſure, and deſpiſe the falſe appearance 
of honourable, profitable and delightful 
which the world endeavours to delude 


* 


 Wheh we hive made the moſt wo : 


can of ſuch an obligation, it will amount 
to neither more nor leſs than what we 


daily ſce before our eyes. Conſider 


how the ambitious, the covetous, the 
voluptuous, love their honours, riches, 
pleaſures; is it not plain, they love 


them above all rhungs 7 And. why 


ſhould not we love God as well as 
 worldlings love the world ? TRY 
7 ET as ove 


* of arg. 677 $h he 
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ws" it with all their heart, they deſire 
nothing elſe, but to &foy it boprithys all 
. their oul,. they have no paſſion for 

_ "any thing: elſe ; $1 M their mind, 
they think of nothiog elſe, but how to 

_ [make a figure in it. | Has God leſs 
- Ghats than the. world? Or a flat- 
"tering friend (well known to be our 
. greateſt. enemy, ). more amiable than 
. the” beſt of yes moſt true, moſt 
" ancient, and moſt eonftaiit, Who has 
- always loved 'us better” than we love 
- ourſelyes ? Is it a greater honour for 
a man to be the devil's Nlave, . than to 
'be'a favourite of God ? ls it a greater 
* profit to be cheated in the end, than be 
_ eternally rewarded? Or, are thoſe 
"pleaſures, * which are -uochangeable, 
1mamortal ard divine ; which: even in 
- this vale of miſery, begin our Heaven 
*upon earth ? Ah Chriſtians! we' have 
little reaſon to diſpute the terms of 
ſuch an obligation, where the whole 
*2dvantage is entirely on '6ur fide: ſo 
pg advantage, that we cannot truly 
ove ourſclves, unleſs we love our: Lord 
eur God," with all our heart, "with all 
"our ſoul, with all our mind, Matt."xxii. 
\ 38. | This is not only © our: greateſt 
duty, but our ir_greatent good. 
"8 & %. I. 
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That FU love of God is the chief gra 
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[1 come, ſays our Saviour, to \ feng 
fire on the earth, Luke xii. 22. and 
what do I defire, but. that it may be 
kindled ? This he deſires ; for this he 
came, and: this we pray. for, in op 
ſervice of the church : come Holy 
Spirit, fill the hearts of thy faithful, 
and kingle in them the fire of thy love 
The Holy Ghoſt cam viſibly at fr 
. and proved his preſence by the mira- 
cles he did. But yet a ſpirit is not, 
naturally ſenfible ; and when he comes | 
? znviſibly, he comes more like himſelf; 
* nor have we auy reaſon (when he 
; dwells within\us). to ſuſpeCt, that he 
is. leſs/ at home, becauſe he leſs ap- 
pears abroad. Although we do net 
9. 2m th deſcend, and reſt upon our 
if the love of God in- 
flames us, "> ; it burn within our hearts, 
74 it ap «© applar in our devotion, in our 
converſation,” in our aQtions, it is © 
+ enough, we then may hope we have 
regeived the Holy Ghoſt, and that - 
our Savigur verifies in. us his promiſe, _ 
which he made. us, when he "I a 6 


., JETER 
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ſhall he 1m you, Jobipair- 17. He did 
not-come into the ,world to viſit the 
apoſtles only, and abandon their poſte- 
rity : ous Saviour. did not ſend him to 
us; that he might immediately forſake 
vs, - but 'that he might "remain with ys 
for ever to tbe end of the. world. *7 
"will pray' my Patber, ſays he, that he 

"may abide with you for ever, Jos xiv. 


'76, | 
+. The fpicie of Gol tal bein us. Ie 
4s a ſolemn promiſe of our Saviour 
--himſelf; we cannot dopbt of it,, al- 
though we cannot bu , admire it with 
profound aftoniſhment, like that "of 
Solomon, will Go awell with us ox the 
(earth, x Kings. .*8. 27. Will the. 
E Spirit of God not 'only © dwell here 
with us, but within us ?_ /f heaven, ſays 
He, and the heaven of heavens, cannot ' 
"contain thee, bow much leſs this houſe 
*which I have builded ? If we find; that 
Solomon was thus tranſported "when i. 
"he looked 'upon his temple and com- i. 
pared it with the Majefty of God,*to Wl : 
whom he built it ;5*may not we admire | 
 muth +more the living, temple of rh 
Holy 'Ghoſt ? If the 'heavengof hea- 
- vens cannot” contain®the fpirit of 
-how much leſs this liftle howfe of clay ? 
"Can we ae that” this little xj 
. **% | Q 


XJ 


| Matives of Love. 6. 
of ous, is more capacious than heaven?” 
Or, can our heart contain our (30d, if 
heavery.cannot? Oh no! our God is 
infinite; he cannot be cantained iv 
either, and yet: he _ dwells, *in both. 
Hear the Pſalmi$,- To thee 1 lift up my 
eyes, O thou that dwelleft in the heavens, 
ſal. cxx1. 1. Hear _ rho : 'You = 
the temple of God, and the ſpirit of God- 
dwells fn Ly 1 Cor. 111. __ ks: 
both Teſtaments, the o!d and new ;' 
and. if you ſeriouſly believe them both, 7 
concludes: we have the ſame aſſurance. 
that God dwells in virtuous Touls; "as | 
that he dwells in heaven. © : | 
_ The kingdom of God is within you, *© 
Luke xvii. 21. - Whereſoever majeſty 
reſides, the*covrt is there z and where= 
ſoever the king governs, there his © 
kingcom-is.” If the Almighty govern 
all the paſſions, motions, and affeQi- | 
ons of our fouls; if once he be the” 
ſovereign. monarch of -our hearts, "if. 
the love.of . God give law to all our- 
melinations, the Holy Ghoſt is then as 
truly, in- us, as the king is /in his king-'* 
dom; and he -is no- otherwiſe in Nee ; 
ven. : This 1s that heaven upon earth, 
which none can underſtand, ' but r44-y 
deyout and pious fouls, who by expe- 
rience taſte and ſee, | Pſal. Xxxtt. þ xs. F 
DOG weet 
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wm  Adottves of Love. 36 
| ſweet God's kingdom is, where. Chriſt 
governs by faith, and the Holy Ghoſt 
by charity z or, as. St. Auſtin ſays, 
 - Whoſe kingys truth, whoſe law is love. 
A ſpirit paring no proportion with | 
Place If. we believe. philoſophers, is | 
neither here, nor there, nor any where | 

of .itſe}f.; but only. by its operation in a 
body, which is in ſome place. When 
angels formerly appeared: with' airy 
bodies, they were truly and ſubſtantial- 

ly preſent in thoſe human forms, which 
-_ they. mhabited by ::operating there. 
Whatever the airy body feemed to do, 

_ the angel truly did, 'the angel moved, 

_ the angel walked, the angel :ſpoke, 
difcourſed, converſed with men. The 
Holy Ghoſt 'is likewiſe truly and ſub- 
ſtantially preſent in the ſoul of a devout 

_ and pious chriftian. | He dwells: im: his 
heart by operating there ; his heart 
 beeymes a paradiſe on earth: The 
 towe of Ged, now planted.in the :middle 

_ of it, is. the tree of life, Gen. -it. 9. 
The Holy Ghoſt hunſelf becomes : the 

_ angel-guardian of the place,' and like 
 the:cherubim, defends it witha flaming 
fword, Gen. iii. 24. He gives him life, 
We live by the ſpirit, Gal: v. -25. He 

_ gives him motion, We _ ſpt- 


that 
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 +hat ſpeak, ſays our Saviour to his 
_ apoſtles, but the ſpirit of Ged that ſpeaks 
an you, Mat. x. 20. 

So far you ſee the paraltel betwixt 
as preſence of an angel dwelling 1n an 
airy body, and the preſehce. of the 
Holy Ghoſt inhabiting in us. Qoly 
this- difference there is : Philoſophers 
are puzzled to explain the virtue and 
the operation by which an angel moves 
thebody it aſſumes ; but Chriſtians, by 
the light of faith, have this advantage 
over them; they. 'plainly-read, and un- 
derftand in Scripture, that the virtue 
of the Holy Ghoſt, by which he moves 
and” governs 'us, 15 charity ; and, that 
the operation, which with us he pro- 
d1:Ccs in us; 18 the love of God above 
all things. God the Holy Ghoſt zs cha- 
rity, 1: John iv. 8. He is the conſub- 
ftantial loye of God the Father and the 
Son. Tf charity inſpire us, if the love 
of God, dire& vs, govern us, and in» 
fluence the principal deſigns and ations 

,of our life, we then may reaſonably 
hope, we have net received the ſpirit of 
_ this tworld, but the ſpirit whieh is of 


God, Tat i 19 $8; 
D475: Thas 
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"That inclination which is predomi- 
nant, and j governs all the reſt, is uſually 
_ called the ſpirit of a man. If this be 
love of honours, riches, pleaſures of 
_ this world, it is an ambitious, a cove- 
tous, a carnal, or, to ſpeak them all 
| at once, . a worldly ſpirit. But if it 
1t be the love of God above all things, 

_ without any competition of creatures; 
it is a virtuous, a divine, a holy ſpirit 2+ 
then it is that the Lave of God 1s dif- 
Fuſed in our hearts, by the Holy Gheft, 
the holy ſpirit which tis gnves to us 
Rom. WY. $. 

_ St. Paul, when ba came.to E phefuy 
-and found certain diſciples, demanded 
of . them, Have ye received the Holy 
Ghoſt fince ye believed? AQts xix. 1, 2. 
And I am apt to think, 'it would not bg 
amiſs, to put the queſtion to the Chrii- 
tians of our age. You in whoſe minds 
Chriſt dwells by faith, does the Holy 
Ghoſt dwell in your hearts by charity ? 
. Is your love ſuitable to your creed? 
| Do you love God, as you belicye he 
deſerves? Do you love him above 
all things? Your: greateſt care, is it 
0. pleaſe your God? Your greateſt 
Lis is it to have difpleaſed hint al 
| a 
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all things which” deferve deliberation, 
do you firſt conſult his law, and make 
It the Tale of all your meaſures? Ex- * 
mine well the. whole courſe of your . 
life ;- yonr a&tions, humours, and de- 
ſigns, What is it that employs your 
mind the moſt? What thoughts are- 
thoſe whichclofe your eyes at night, and 
open them in the morning ? Are they 
fixed upon the only neceſſary ? Do 
they tend to heaven? All things. elſe, 
what are they ? . Are they nothing in. 
compariſon of that? Tf ſo, you have' 
received the Holy Ghoſt, the ſpirit of 
God, whom the world cannot receive, 
John XIV. Fg But, if the ſovereign” 
Prin of your hearts be loye of 
honours, riches, pleaſures; if. your 
greateſt grief and trouble be your dif- 
appointment of ſucceſs in theſe; if 
upon all occaſions you conſult your 
inclinations, and the maxims of the 
world, you then may anſwers as the. 
Epheſians did: Alas! we are 'but 
Iittle acquainted with this Holy Spirit ; 
we have ſcarce:heard of him, we know. 
not what he is; a worldly ſpirit we 
have more aequaintanpe with ; "ot, 


"ay 
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as for the. ſpirit of God, he .is a 
| firanger to us. We ſay our Prayers, 
-WE frequent the ſacraments, we are in 
the common road: of cuſtomary duties: 
but our ambitious ſpirit, our -1Mapatient 
_ love of honour is, ſuch, that we 'are 
more concerned for an affront, than 
for a mortal ſin: our avaricious ſpirit, 
eur- inſatiable love of riches is ſo vio- 
lent, that we had rather hazard the 
| loſsof all the heaven we pretendto, than 
expoſe the treaſure we poſſeſs: our 
carnal ſpirit, our incontinent love - of 
Pleaſure, 1s fo paſſionate, that we had 
rather quit our'right to al eternal joys 
above, than any way deny ourſetves 
the rotten ſatisſaCtion we ſeck for here 
below :.in ſhort, we love this world ſo 
much, that 1f we might but. always 
have it at command, it is all we aſk, 
we wiſh no more= we have received the 
ſpirit of this world, Y Core kh 12; 
I hope 1 may be pardoned, if I am 
2 little importunate in prefiing home 
this queſtion ; Have” you received tos 
Holy Ghoſt ?  Aﬀts, xix. 2. Eternity 
depends -upon. it ; your _ choice of 
heaven or hell; your bcing plolarep 
buy do IIs 
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of God or of the devil; your being 
ſaved or dartihed for ever: all this, 
{and what is./all, if this be not?) All 
this depends Ke ns the anſwer to this 
neceſſary © queſtion. As mthany ts art 
led by the "opp of God; ſays St: Paul, 
they are the children of God, Rom. 
viii. 16, Compute your ations, words, 
and thoughts,” from morning to night, 
from day to day : does the ſpitit 'of 
God dire& and jead you? ' Or the. 
+ -#Þ of this world? If the ſpirit of 
od, you are the children 'of God: 
\ If- not, hear what the Apoftle ſays, 
U, any than have not the ſpirit of”. 
riſt, he is none bf his, Rom. viii. 9. 
He is not a btrother of Chriſt, he is 
hot an adoptive ſon of his etetnal 
Father, he has a father in hell, but 
fione ih heaven. Our Saviout plathly 
fays, God were yiir Father, you 
would love me above all things, Johh 
vii. 24. But becanfe My do hot, 
you are of your father the devil. ver. 


44 
0 thoſe who ab6ve all ith 
like the world; confider this, and 
tremble. Let tht not gaze in vain, 
2 Ty” 


2 Mittves of Love:- 

Vo .our Saviour. afoending. to _ his 
ather-: let them be aſſured his Father 

is not theirs; and thatg..as certaifily as 

| he aſcended to his Father in. heaven, 

they ſhall in. time, unleſs they ſeriouſly 

_ Tepent, -deſcend-to theirs in hell. 

This was the reafon, why our Savi- 
our told - the Jews, Whither I g0, 
you | cannot come, John viii. a1. As 
-f he ſhould Tay, I. go to. my Father; 
if he were your father alſo, then you 
Tight bear me company :/ but, ſince 
you have received . the ſpirit of this 
| world, 1. Cor. ii. 12. as lon ng as. you 
are governed by the ſpirit of another 
father, you-:may. in . due time follow 
him to hell, but it is impoſſible, with- 
out ſincere repentance. you ſhould eyer 
follow me to heaven : hither I go 

you cannot. come. . The Jews amazed 10 
ear it,” knew not -what he meant. He 
told them the reaſon :.7 am from above, 
ſays he, 1 am not of this world, John 
vill. 23... The ſpirit which governs. all 
my aQtions is from above ; it is not the 


-+Fſparit. of this. world; it is the ſpirit of 


my Father, therefore'l go to him. But 
on the other ſide, you are of this world, 
- You arg led by the ſpirit of this 
world ; 


world; and therefore, Whither | rf & 
| Ju. cannot Come. . 
| Let us not flatter and Fg our- 
ſelyes with vain appearances of ſuper- 
ficial piety, * which float upon the ſur- 
face of our ſouls ;. but ſound.the.yery 
bottom. of our hearts, and be. aſſured, 
that if. we find them chiefly fixed upon 


this world, -or any creature in itz we 


may ſtand-gazing with the men of Gal- 
likee, we may contemplate and admire 

the aſcenſion of our Saviour, but al 

_ in vain ;- all this will be no comfort ts 
us; whither he. gocs, we. cannot fol- 
low him. We. cannot aſcend, unleſs 
_ ve firſt-receive the Holy Ghoſt, nor 
- Ea. WE FECEIVE him unleſs we firk 
prepare for his reception. 
| REERDEDDR 


: 'S E C.T. V. 
Thee « awe ought to prepare our Hearks 
4 ; fee this great Grace, 


SA 


{ HEN our. AIG was: upon 
the point of leaving his apoſtles, after 


he had been forty days diſcourſing with. 


_ them concerning the kingdom. of God: 


the laſt and molt important thing he 
recommended to their care was, that 
they 
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ity ſhould a for the 
receiving of the Holy | Ghoſt » He 
A them, that "they ſhould not 
from Jeruſalem,” but wait Nr: 
4 Ys of the Father, As i. 4 
epare your hearts, ſays the pro- 
hot, prepare your hearts to God, and 
ſerve him only, and he will deliver you, 
t Sam. Vii. $. Prepare your hearts 
to Entertain the Holy Ghoſt, or elſe 
Fon never lll bio him. Prepare 
Materials for the temple of the Holy 
GN, 1 Cor. vi. 19. His temple's 
Nt” to be built a6d Kniſhed in a day 2 
we muſt have time to carry on the 
wotk, and more than ordinary. prepa« 
ratidns muſt be made: H#ith all my 
. might, ſays the toyal {pr 1 have 
| Prepared for the houſe of m y Gods, 
| becauſe, ſays ' he, tht work 5 great, 
and the palace "is not for man, : 6 
* God, -x: Caron «xx. 14 2 14 
Our heart has been profaned with 
_ Wk: bur ambition, avarice, and lh 

have had their ſeveral altars in it and 
from time to. time, according as occh- 
fon ferved, have offered ſacrifice to 
HOPOUts, trohes, TS. Such a 
I. ____ temple, 
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temple, {6 profatied, muſt be demo- 
liſhed, and a new one Built upon” the 
ruins of it. Make yourſelves & new 


heart, and a new ſdifit, fays the pro- 


' phet, Ezek. xviii. 3t.. Although it be 
God's work, it 1s not only his but alſo 
_ ours. - As mueh as lies. in us, wemuſt 

co-operate and labour with him'; and 
_ the more difficult it is, the more in> 
duſtriouſly we muſt efdeayour to effe&t 


it. With all our might, 1. Chron. 


XXix. 2. With all our induſtry and dili- 
gence, we muſt prepare our heart, 
that it may be a. temple. of the Holy 
_ © that we had but wings like a Dove, 


{the wings of that Dove, which once 


deſcended viſibly upani ur Saviour,} 


then. ſhould wwe fly away- and be at reſt 


_ Pfal..lv. 6. Our hearts ſhowld 9 
away from all things -in this world, 
and be at reft in heaven, If once the 


love of God inflame our hearts with 
ardent -and eontinual defires of being 
happy with - him, we ſhall find, that 


theſe deſires are wings by which our 
Rogre aſpire and mount to heaven, 
Duty if the love of apy thing in this 
EE REY C&S: world 
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world bind us to the carth,. we. then 
ſhall find,* that ovr celeſtial deſires are 
clogged with earthly paſſions ; and al- 
though we now and then, with a faint 
 figh, look up to heaven, yet our ſtrong- 
_ er inclinations will always bear us down. 
He who is wholly diſengaged from all 
the charms of a delnding world, he 
.only is at liberty. St. Auftin ſays, the 
wings of his ſoul are free,; but if his 
heart be any way enſnared with any 
other love, he then has birdlime in his 
. 0p s he cannot fly away, and be at 


"The apoſtles themſelves' were not 
| Prepared for the recciving of the Holy 
Ghoſt, as long as they were ſatisfied 
with. being happy in our Sayiour's com- 
. -.Pary onearth. If any ſatisfaCtion here 
; ny could. innocently challenge ſ> 
Wuch, place in their. affeBtions, Tirety 
- Mniveence. itſelf deſcending down from 
heaven, had the beſt and cleareſt title- 
to their love. And yet as long as they 
| were of $t. Peter's mind, and thought 
with themſelves, Tis good far us to be. 
here, Mat. xvii. 4. it is good to make 
©ur ran; here ; ſo long a5 we find 
| I ae 


>”. 
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they were not fit for the reception of 
the Holy Ghoſt, 7 tell you the truth, 
fays our. Saviour, *tis expedient for you 
that I:go away, John xvi. 7; becauſe 
you loye me with. ſo little reſignation, 
and are ſo unwilling that I leave you; 
therefore it is expedient for you, that 
I now aſcend to raiſe your hearts above 
the world, and carry them to. heaven 
with'me. If I go not away, your love 
will creep upon the. earth, the ſpirit of 
the world will fill pofleſs your hearts, 
the, ſpirit of God will find no habitati- 
_ on: there, ver. 7.. The comforter will 
not come. But if T depart, if I (whom 
you fo dearly love) aſcend, your minds 
and hearts will follow'me to heaven, 
they will be raiſed aboye the reach of 
all things in this world, the ſpirit of the 
 wor!d will have no dwelling there ; you 

then witli be prepared for the receiving 
'of the Holy Ghoſt; and when you are 


fo, I will ſend him to you, ver. 7. © 


When the Holy . Ghoſt came, he 


filled all the Houſe where they were _. 


Fitting, As ii,'2. Wherever he comes 
he fills. the houſe, he takes. it. all to 
| himſelf; and it is no wonder, being 
i oo infinite, 


_  s Mitoors of  L99h. 
infifiite, 16 rakes. up fo much room. 
As God ol eee to be /ifmmenſe,- 

if there were any corner of the: world 
in which he is not preſent ; fo the Holy 
Ghoſt | would ceaſe! to be 'our infinite 
and ſoyereign good, if any corner of 
our heart have any thing lodged ir-ir, 
thar excludes' him. When ove we 
have re&ived the Holy Ghoſt, our 
heart is the kingdom-ef God. - He is 

[the abſolute and*only monarch > that 
_ ebmmands'it, he cannot Mienate' the 
teaſt part of his title to the'government z 
he catitf6t any way admit of a eorn- 
 panion art his throne,” Qur heaft 1 the- 
throne of the moſt high : and, if od 
remember what became of Lucifer, 
hope'it will ſuffice to make us ſenſible, 
how dangerous a thing it is, to place a 
creatnre. ni the throne of” God, and 
make it [ie the higheſt, Iſa;-xiv, 14. 

" $t. Auſtin wondering at the over» 
flowing meaſure of God's holy ſpirit in 
- the apoftes hearts, ORE. ve that the 
reafon why they were fo full of God, 
was becauſe they were fo'empty. of his 
_ Ereatyres ; they were very full, ſays 
he, becauſe they were very empty 3 
F” | becauſe 


- 
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| beezuſe they were ſo empty of the 
ſpirit | of 'this -worldg-therefore they 
were fo full of the ſpirit of God: 
_ D that our hearts were empty 3G 
that they were purified ane cleanſed 
kke theirs, from all inordinate affeQi- 
ons to this werld ; we: then fhould be 
prepared like them, and- ready. to fe-' 
_ ecive the fulneſs of the Holy Ghoft. 
\ It is a great work, and will require 

ſome time z why are we then fo flow 
i undertaking it? Jby do we ftand 
gazing ? As i. 11. we gaze, we lift 
our eyes to heaven, but yet We ſtand ; 
our feet are fixed upon the earth, We 
prefer heaven before hell, of- the two 
we had rather be there; but of the 


three, (if it were -poſſible) - We had. 


rather be always here: ' $1445 | 
How long will you love wanity ? 
fays the Pſalmift, Pſal. iv. 2. This 


world \s nothing elſe but vanity : how 
Tong will you love it? It is panty and 


Vaxaton of | fpirit, Ecclef. 1V. 16s 
How long will you. delight in ir. Tt 
flies before you Lite a ſhadow, Ch. vi. 
12. How long will: you run after it ? 


Alas! it is but a ſhadow if you over- 


take 
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© Motives of Love- | | 
| take/it: The woHld paſſes away, 1 John 
ive"17: It is an unkind ill-natured 
world; which paſſes by us with a flat- 
_ tering ſmiles} and will not ſtay a mo- 
ment-with us. If it had ever been a 
true and faithful friend to any man, we 
| ſhould: have ſome pretence to juſtify 
. our expeQation' of. its being kind : but 
ſince we know, it never was ſo to its 
greateſt favourites, we may be ſare, it 
' never will be fo to us. The time will 
eome when we ſhall plainly fee (altho* 

- perhaps. too late,) that all is vanity z 
- and we ſhall love no more what weare 
now ſo fond of. - The love of all thoſe 
trifles, with which our infancy was once . 
much pleafed, is now forgot ; and we 
ſo much contemn thoſe childiſh enter-_ 
tainments, that unleſs we ſaw the ſame 
in other children,'we ſhould ſcarce be. 
lieve, we ever loved them. As when 
we: advance m years, we ſee the folly. 
of our childhood; ſo upon our death 
bed, weias. plainly ſes the folly of our. 
life : we then diſoover that the honours, 
riches, and. pleaſures of this world, are 
- only ſo many -Aerious triflles, which are 
therefore 'more ridiculous, becauſe 
| more 


% 


more "DESy When once a the period 
of our time approaches ; when we are 
_ upon the borders 0 eternity ;. when 
we are, as it were, rt two worlds, 
the end of. thisy and the beginning of 
the next, which wall never have end; 
then it is that® all our joys begin to 
vaniſh out of ſight ; they are the ſame 
to us, as if they never had been pre- 
ſent : then it is, that all our miſeries 
are every one in view, ſuch miſeries 
as never - can be paſt, but will for all 
eternity, be always preſent: _ when 
once that hour comes, we ſhall.be wiſe 
enough to undervalue and contemn 
what we ſo dearly Tove; but then, I 
fear we ſhall be wiſe too Jate ; our uſe- 
leſs wiſdom will not riſe in judgment 
for us, but againft us. O let us now 
endeavour to be wiſe, and diſengage. 
our hearts from all inordinate affeQtion 
to this world; that we may be prepa-. 
red for the receiving of this grace, 
which is the beſt and ſureſt-ptedge of 
the eternal glory, which we hope Tors 
in the worl to come. 


MOTIVES 


; \ 
Pd 
bt - hs 
c #. « - 
7 ” 
£ - e J d 'Y , 4 
' : % w% ! | 749 - 490 
: [4 | c 
& X as þ | 
__ ; e v : 
xy £ < | 


B&B; 


CR OE CTR 
How much it imports us, to remember 
þ the Day of Fudg ment. | | 


VV HEN, the Diſciples aſked our. 
Saviour, what would be the /ign of his 
. coming, and"of the end of the world, 
Matt. xxiv. 3. - Our Saviour anſ- 
wered. that the day and hour, ver, 
36. were not to be known beforey 
hand; that his coming, ver. 27. would. 
be like a flaſh of lightning, when they 
| leaſt expefted him. Therefore, fays 
|. he, ver. 44. be ready; for in ſuch an 
| bour as you think not, the ſon of man 
will come. Heaven and earth fhall paſy 
eway, but my wor ds fball not paſs away, 
ver. 3s, The world ſhall have an end, 
—The ſon of man ſhall come to judge 
the world; Fhe hour of his ay 


* 
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thall ſurpriſe us, when we think not 
of it. If we knew before-hand, ws 
_ ſhould: certainly 'prepare. And we 
have. much more randon, ſince we do 
fot know it. 
| But, alas! our. Savieut Jeſus Chriſt 
Himſelf has propheſied, ver. 38. that 
As in the days that were before the flood, 
they Were cating and drinking, marry- 
ing, and giving in marriage, till thi 
day that Noah entered the ark, ver. 39. 
and knew not, till the flood came and took 
them all away : ſo alſo, ſhall 'be the 
coming of the jon of man. He told us 
how ut would be, and every day we 
fee how true it is. We mind nothing 
but eating and drinking,. marrying, and 
giving in marriage.z we ſeek for nothing 
but #iverſion, ſpott, and paſtime z 
we now. rejoice ; but then, when the 
world ends, our jovs will. end with itz 
then we ſhall grieve, and not only then, 
but for ever. Then all the tribes of the 
earth ſhall mourn, Mat. xXiv. 36. 
Then ſhall all mourn. Not all the 
juſt ; not all Gud's friends z not all 
devout and ptous chriſtians, "who not 
uy. in Feng: baptiſm, but alſo ke 
| icy 
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| life, tenounced "the vanities and plea< 
_ ſures of this world. All theſe bed | 
have juſt reaſofi to abotnd with j joy, at 
the approach of their ſo long deſired, 
_ and everlaſting happineſs. They fowed 
_ with tears, but now woe reap with joys 
Pſal. oxxvi. 5. - » 
At the-tribes of the earth, all thoſe 
| whoſ. hearts were always fixed: UPOn 
_ the carth, upon"the honours, riches, 
_ and pleaſures of the'earth ; they ſhalf 
_ all-mourn, -and not without ſufficient 
. reaſon: for, 1. they ſhall ſee the fatal 
end of all their tranſitory happineſs. 2. 
They ſhall ſee the fad beginning « o their 
eveciating” DHCEY < 
gn  Ln=== 
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That our laſt Day is the fatal End L 
- all our- Haanery AH appi neſt. 


As .0n the one ſide, nothing can ug 
truly little, which is infinite ; ſo on the 
other, nothing can. be. truly greaty 


_  » which has an end. | Our Ged is great, 


ſays the. prophet, Baruch iii. 25: and 
te no end, | As if he had a mind to 


tee 
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| let. us underſtand, that Gad himſelf, 
with all-his other. attributes, would ba 
- but Hittle,, if he had one ;. that all this 
world is therefore inconfiderable, and 
that tbe next is therefore to: be: valued 
above all things, becauſe it is a world 
without end... This is the common 
miſery attending all our happineſs. 
All that is paſt, is nothing 3 all that we 
enjoy at es is but.one. poor. mo« _ 


Ment; a 


' fo the final period. of its future being 
which. i 1s- nothing... 

© - The very thoughts of this, is fo 
affliting, that it puts a ſtop-to all our 


10ys, and ' makes, us miſerable in the 


- Full career of our felicity ;,we need no 
© more to damp our: ſpirits m the midſt 


of our enjoyments, than the. importu- 
of this unwelcome -thou ht - all 


Hit 
thi will ſhortly have an end. The 
Paradiſe of our firſt parents, ' would 
baye been to them no Paradiſe at all, 
had they foreſeen the end of it. And 
when God pleaſed to interdidt the eat- 
ng of the. fatal fruit, he ſeemed to 


Judge that nothing could be more 
effetual | 
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that is to' come 1s every mo» | 
ment leſs and leſs, approaching nigher 
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effeQual to contain them it their duty, 
than to'let them know, that death 
ſhould put an end to hall, if ever they 
reſumed to eat it, As it was theh 
heir chief and only comfort, to Three 
_ the vaſt extent and great vatiety © 
their delights, and at -the ſame time 
eonfidcndly (fy Y, all this is ours for ever, 
if 'we pleaſe, $6 it had been impoſſ- 
ble for any artifice of the ——— 
ſerpent, to, ſurpriſe them, or preva 
upon them, if he had not flattered 
ther with ſothe affurance that they 
ſhould not die ; but ſill be truly happy» 
that i is, happ 2 without end. 
_ The devil does not now pretend to 
fie us down, we ſhall not die : hs 
khows thatffo notorious a cheat woug 
never paſs opon vs. But yet for fear leaſt 
we ſhould undervalue of the vain al- 
lnrements 6f a miſerable world, he 
< whiſpers in ouf ear, we ſhall not die (9) 
 foon : he has hot the iffipudence to tell 
ns, that the world will never etid, but 
chat it will riot end fo ſ6on as we ima- 
gine:; Thou haſt many goods, fays the 
fich man in the goſpel, laid. up for 


1 ars, Luke Fil. 1 
any yee 9 Thi 
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_ This is. in ſhort the_ ſym of our felj- 
city on earth. _ The happieſt man that 
ever | lived, could ſay no more than 
this. He could nof ſay that he had all 
which he defired ; he could not but ab» 
ſerve by fad experience that he was, 
ſtill unſatisfied, and that his ſmall poſ- 
ſeſſions were. nothing to his great de-. 
fires. - Nor could he ſay, that what he 
had, would always be bs own: he 
could not but be well acquainted with 
the truth of what man. 1s; he daily. 
dies; he every moment -is upon his 
journey to the grave : be fndes away, 
gives up the ghofl, and where is he ©: 
ob. xiv. 10, However, he might ſay, + 
to-comfert his inſatiable. ſoul, Altho?. 
thou haſt nat. all that thou can't wiſh. 
| for, thou haſt many goods z and though. 
thou can't, not poſſibly enjoy them al- 
ways yet they are laid up: for many 
years; thy palace is magnificent, thy. 
entertainment ſplendid, thy attendance. 
numerous, thy gardens are a paradiſe of 
pleaſure and delight, thy honour equal. 
to thy fortune, and thy, power equal to. 
both ; the world admires thee,, courts 
thee, and almoſt adores thee ; 1s not; 
w | : A », ; Ys this 
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this enough ? thou haft' want go0ds. 
_ And why ſhould” any melaricholy appre- 
pognes ſeize thy ſpirits, and diſturb 

y mind with fearful thoughts of Tooſ- 

&- Aur thou haſt ? there is no danger 
whilt thou liveſt, and thou art in the 
flower of thy age, juſt ripe for plea- 
ſure, healthy, vigorous, and” like to 
live thoſe 'many years : and. what haſt 


_ + thoa to do, but take thy eaſe, eat, drink 


and be merry, Luke xil. 1 9. as u thou 
wert to live for ever? 
= Behold, the beſt that we*can make' 
| of the. moſt_ happy ſtate we hope for 
' here. We dare not look "before 'us, 
leſt'we fee the'end of all our joys :*' we 
- blindly doat upar”” theſe darlings of otfr 
paſſion, and endeavour to forget the 
miſery of their mortality and ours. 
We are not able to ſupporta ſerious 
thought of our perpetual deeay ; and 
though we love ourſelves above all 
things, yet we hate the very fight” of 
our condition 3 we cannot endure 'to 
look- into ourſelves z and as an idle ſoli- 
_ tude is ever iroubleſdine: becanſe we 
| love no-company fo little as our own 
ſo the great reaſon, why the pans 2A 
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of any other perſon- is ſo pleaſing, is; - 
becauſe it hinders us. from thinking 6f : 
ourſelves. © 
The greateſt, and moſt happy man; 
whoſe heart is fixed upon this world, 
would ſoon be melancholy, if he had 
| but lerſure to refleft, that every mo- 
ment jcads him to 'the period of 'his 
happineſs. The doleful proſpeCt of a 
ſutvre ſeparation.is ſo terrible, that he. 
endeavorrs afl he can, to think of no- 
thing farther than the preſent. All the 
Þuſfy agitation of his mind, the exer- 
criſes of his body, and the paſtimes of. 
His converſation, are-delightful to him, 
chiefly ypon this account 3 becauſe 
they are diyerfions; that is, becauſe 
they fix his mind upon the prefent mo- 
Ment, and divert him from the melan- _ 
£hoſy thought, that all Jus happinefs 
uft have an end. 
» If the bare thought of our approach- 
ing period be ſo doleful, even at a dif- 
fange, where uncertainty gives room to 
make the moſt we can of our felicity ; 
if, I fay, the very thought of it be ſo 
afflicting, what will the preſence of it 
be, when with our vn cyes we 27 
ce 
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ſee + that fatal end,-which-now we are 
ſo much afraid tq thiok of? We now 
' are metry and rejoice, becauſe we ba- 
. nifh from us the uneaſy apprehenſion ; 
but then, all thoſe who will be fad 
ſpeRators of, this doleful ſcene, will-be 
"nolonger able to divert themſelves from 
 thinkigg of the miſery they ſee before 
them. Then ail the tribes of the earth 
ſhall mourn. Matt. xxiv. 30, 

.. Tocloſe the eyes of any dying friend 


: we. dearly love, 1s apt to move . our 


tears ; although our other friends, who 


= FE ſurvive are/ ſtill-a,- comfort to us. 


i 
[ 


! 
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ut when their deareſt friend, the 
-world itſelf,. begins to die ; hob all 
their oamtont. all- at once forſakes. 
them ; when the ſun and moon grows 
dark, and the expiring world begins tos 
cloſe its eyes, then they ſhall all mourn. 
When once that diſmal day is come,. 
which. the prophet , Joel calls the 
great day of the Lord, a day of calamity 
and miſery, a day of darkneſs, a day of - 
' tribulation and diftireſs, chap. 1. 2. &c. 
When cataracts. of fire ſhower down 
vpan their heads, as if the ſtars them- 
felves fell from, the firmament ; .whemw 
Ce. Te 


| Motiverof Fear: on” 2 
in convulſions of its mortal agony, the - 
earth trembles, and hell itſelf lies gap- 

ing-under-their feet ; then they ſhall | 
plainly! ſee the meaning of that viſion 
in the Revelations, chap. x. 5, 6. which 

_ repreſents an angel ſtanding with one 

_ foot upon'the raging: ſea, another on. 
the trembling land, -lifting his hand to 
Heaven," and fearing by him that lives 
forever, that time ſhall be no mare. © 

Poor miſerable wretches 1 There 
was -once a time, when honours, dig-- 
ties and titles, recommended them ta 
the admiring world, whoſe eyes were. 
dazzled with the glory of: their great- 
nefs ;: they were followed, waited on, 
and celebrated i in their generation ; but 
now alas { they ſhall be ſo no more. 
There was a time when they abounded 
in the overflowing meaſure of their 

wealth ; their palaces were ſumptuous, 
and al things ſuitable to the aſpiring 
height of their ambition z but now, no 
more; their great magnificence is bu- 
ried in. the ruins of the' world; their 
gold and ſilver melted down into the 
earth, from whence it came; and all 
their cans lies levelled with-the com- 

mon 
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_ mon duſt, fo which all things return, 
There was a time, ' when all the finful 
pleaſures of the world attended them ; 
when they denied their paſſions nothin 
that they aſked, when they had fu 
_comraand of all that they defired, and 
_ rather cloyed, than ſatisfied their brutal 
appetites z but now, ,no more. Their 
honour, riches, 'pleaſures, all are at 
an end; their.time 1s at an end; heir 
time ſhall be no more. 
. ._. When, as it happens frequently | 
amongſt the various accidents of hy- 
man- life, we are deprived of ſome 
particular enjoyment which we paſſion- 
ately love ; though we lament; and 
_ grieve, yet we have ſtill ſome comfort 
left ;-it 1s.not a total deprivation of all 
that we enjoy; the damage is ſupport-_ 
ed by ſome other pleaſures and conve- 
niences. If one Iriend die, our other 
friend ſurvive. If one forſake us, we 
. may find another faithful to us. Or, if 
they ail abandon us yet our misfortune 
18 not univerſal ; we have al ways. ſome- 
thing left, which we can think upon 
without #filiction, and repoſe our wea- 
ried tnoughts. He thay is sf 
ES: L tick 
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ſick of one or two diſeaſes, is not at 
the ſame time ſick of all the reſt. What- | 
ever his condition © is, he always has 
ſome hopes of being better ; and 
although theſe hopes are very little, 
they are ftill ſome little comfort to a 
man in miſery. But, when this dread- 
ful day is come, which puts an end te 
time; it puts.an end to all their hopes; 

_ all that they ever loved, or now Ye- 
fire, abandons them ; their inclinations 
are.more lively than they ever were, 

_ andallare diſappointed. © Then all the 
tribes of the earth ſhall mourn, t6 Tee 
the fatal end of all their tranſitory haps 
pineſs. But, alas ! this is not all: they 
ſhall have much more reaſon to latent 
and-grieve, whenat-the ſame tirmethey 
behold the ſad beginning of their ever- 
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Fhat our laft Day is the ſad Beginning of 


-.... our everlaſting Miſery. 


\f | E have ſeen the dreadful ſymp- 
tons of an: agonizing world ;: the ter- 
rible . conyulfons -of expiring- nature, 
and the final end of all that ſinners love 


with ſo much paſſion ; an end of all am- 


bitutien,, avarice; and pleaſure; an end 


ofall their honours, riches.and amours ; 
an end. of, politic deſigns; of ancient fa- 
milies;: of nuptial joys; an end of idle 


converſations, ' balls :and-plays ; an end 
of beauty; . wit,. and courage ;:an.end 
of all their feaſkting, drinking, -and di- 
yerting ; an end of all their mirth, 
delight, and- paſtime ; and; which of 
all things is moſt terrible to a deſpair- 
ing ſoul, an end of fin, but not an end 
of the finner ; an end of pleaſure, but 


\ hot an end of pain; an end of time, 


but not an end of their eternity, which - 
wil eternally begin and never have an 
; end. 


Mibion (ee > 
end. Aﬀter -ormawnny thoufands, mil- 
hons, nbt of years, 'but ages 1 if we 
may ſuppoſe that” Heaven and Parth, 
with all that they contain, were chang- 
ed into numeral figures ; at the foot of 
the account, whatEver | jt amount” to, 
you may find it written,” hefte eternity 
begins. | Moreover, if you multiply 
this number by itſelf, and by the ſame 
rule multiply the produtt of it, all is 
nothing to eternity ; wherever this ih- 
numerable number 0G," art nga hb- 


IE a all be nothing: to eternity, whit 
will the inconſiderable number of thoſe 
years which finners prodigally ſpend in 
fin? What will it then appear to be ? 
Will it not feern incomparably lefs than 
| nothing ?. And will not ſinners then 
| have too much reaſon to lament, that - 
for ſo ſhort a moment, ſo Fhuth leſs 
than nothing, they have forfeited the 
eternal joys of Heaven, and incurred 
the overkifting pains of Hell. What is 
a man advantaged, ſays our Saviour! 
Luke ix. 25. if he gath the whole world 
end loſe himſelf. Alas! poor ſouls, 
Your comfort 1s ity to have gained the 
D2z world, 


<A. 


world, ew loſs Gor af 5 To- have 
loft all happineſs, and gained, if -I may 
-— eallit gain, all milory, and all for No- 
- ng 
FO What pains, - ond by _— means 
| they are to: ſuffer, is a queſtion fitter 
; p our curioſity-- than our /gdification. 
It is enough, to know as match of Hell 
. = the apoſtle tells us of Heaven,'1 Cor. 
ti. 9g, Neither the eye has ſeen, nor the 
ear heard,” nor has it entered into the 
beart of any man, what unſpeakable 
pains and torments the Almighty has 
repared'in the next life, for thoſe who 
Ns in this offended him. It is enough, 
that God is. certainly as” juſt as he is 
"God, and therefore. infinitely juſt. It 
15 enough that the. enormity of ſin, 
which he ſo patiently endures, is aggra- 
- vated by the greatneſs of his majeſty 


if and therefore infinitely . infinite; It 


follows evidently henoe, 

FÞ op Fug. is { that all-(a) which God's 
per 5, pn wiſdom-.can invent, all 
| SOL that his juſtice (5) can 
2 1B 1þ, ©xat,. and all that his 
J '0mnipotence (e)-can put 

in Exoputions will be all 
em- 


eternal rule © of . 
Bis decree. 
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mn (c) AT a- ST wn offended him. _ [ 
 FR.25 299 3 {lt follows alſo, that it s - ||} 

gour of the - much impoſſible for © ||| 
ſentence. any man to cemprehend |! 
-the greatexceſs of thoſe eternal pains, F 
as itisito underſtand God's wiſdom, juſ= q 
tice, and omnipotence ; all which are 11 
infinitely raiſed above the reach of hu- _ 
man reafon. -. However, we may eaſily i 
_ -conjeAure ſomething, by conſidering fl 
God's juſtice in this world, and judging | 
thence, what it may be hereafter. if 
_- If the juſt themſelves are ſo ſeverely _ || 
| puniſhed in this world, if it be true, as | \f 
the Pſalmiſt - ſays, Pſal. xxxiv. 19g. {|| 
Many are the afflitions of the righteous. at | 
. If- even God's friends who are ſo 
faithful to him, undergo ſuch puniſh- 
ments for little failings in their duty, | 
what will become of his enemies, who {1 
forfeit all. their title to his friendſhip, '} 
by-their grievous fias?  - _ 
. Ifintthe days'of overflowing mercy, 
which appears ſo eminently above all 
. his works, he gave ſuch ſignal inſtances 
of his avenging anger-z if even when 
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his pity (in a manner) held his hands, 
| 


=" as. 


_the fury of his wrath broke looſe, and 
with an univerſal deluge laid the world. 
- fo deep in water, that amongſt ſo ma-. 
ny millions, not a fingle finner could 
Va z what will become of miſera- 
When tae end of time ſhail put an end 
fo all his goodneſs, all his kindneſs, all 
his merey to finners, and begin the 
TOBok. 0s eternal juſtige ? When our 
Re will be to us no longer good, no 
'onger kind, no longer meraful,. but 
_ only juſt 3 eternally and infinitely juſt. | 
Our Saviour Jeſus will not then ap- 
(a) Þt is too PEAR the phyſician (@) 
late to be tu... 224d redeemer of our. 
14 dv: MIO fouls, but only as the 
a. +. Mdgerof all our aftions:: 
4B) As 545, 329 even to his friends 
"= Fore (6) at his right hand; he 
| them is tha Vill not ſhow' himſelf in 
_— any other quality ; the 
F2. _, very: ſentence. of their 
happineſs will be-an a@ of juſtice only, 
*(e) Ner () not. of mercy. Our 
4s OM bb of Lord, ſays' the apoſtle, at 
ED that day, will be a right- 
pardon. wits ON. . 
+...  _Eous judge. It is true, it 
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was nothing but the merciful aſſiſtance 


of-+his grace, which heretofore enabled 


them to fight; and finiſh well- their 
courſe ; but fiow - the rewardihg of 

> 11 ar. 3, his friends according to 

(9,12 0v- his promiſe, {4) by 1s 
4:9 oy mean jo longer merciful, if 
PRE ve believe St. Paul, but 
only righteous and juſt, -- 


F If at that day He would be tnerciful 


to any, he would ſurely be ſo to his 


friends; "and fince the beſt arid faithful- | 
eſt of all his ſervants find no mercy (a). 


p "+ SS I het nh} 


AZ 7,3. enemies. expe It? It 
late 0 off for ;, calledthe day of judg- 
_- © - ment to diſtiſtinguiſh it * 
. from all theſe. other days of mercy :_ 


mercy... 


and, if- in theſe he ſhowered down fire 


from Heaven, it is no wonder, if in. 


thoſe the ſtars themſelves will ſeem to 


fall; if Sodom and Gomorah were con-- 


ſumed, ' it 18 eaſy to believe, that then 


the earth will all- of it be laid in 


aſhes. But alas! this univerſal deluge 


of devouring fire, together with the. 
darkneſs 'of the. fun and moon, the roar-_ 


ings of the ſea, and howlings of the 


wind 
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ng,  Motives of Fear. 
' wind and air; all this is but a prelude 
to the miſery of finners ; this is only 
the beginning of their ſorrows, Mat. 
 xxiv. 8. *T his is nothing but their ſum- 
mons to appear before the bar ; and it 
is the dreadful apprehenſion of. their 
judgment and damnation, «which tor- 
ments them with agonizing fear. '—__ 
There was a time when life was 
ſweet; but now they hate it. There was 
once a time, when the deſpair of living 
was. their greateſt pain ; - but now the 
ſcene is changed, and the deſpair of 
dying is incomparably more torment- 
ing: In thoſe days, ſays the beloved, 
diſciple, Rev. ix. 6. Men. ſhall ſeek 
_  dettth, and fhall not find it ; they Jhall 
 defire to die, and death fhall fly from 

, them. There was a time, when ſinners 
” laughed at all the fears and apprehen- 
| fions of this day ; but now the Time of 
_ laughing, Eccl. iii. 4. will be paſt; nor 
will it be, as Solomon ealls it, a time to 

. mourn ; it will not be a time, but an 
eternity to mourn. _ PE. ns 
. Then all the tribes of the earth ſhall 
mourn. Not only thoſe, who whilſt 
they lived, were thought to carry .viſt- 


bly 


_— 


| Afotives of Fear. » 11 
bly "the mark of  reprobation in their 
__ forcheads; but alſo, ſuch as lived great 
faints m the efteem of men, and died 
great finners in the fight of God; ſhall 
then defire to Gie again, and ſeek for 
an eternal death, and ſhall not find it. 
Then fhall their conbealed abominati- 
ons, all their ſhameful aCions, all their 
ſecret works of darkneſs, come to light. 
Then nothing ſhall be covered, nothing 
ſo induſtriouſly hid, but what all b; 
revealed, Mat. x. 26. to all the world. 
Not only thoſe who took ſuch care to | 
hide their fins from others, but even. 
thoſe whoformerly were uſed-to hide 
them from themſelves, ſhall clearly ſee 
the malice of their palliated crimes. 
Then they fhall ſee, and then they Fall 
monrn, Mat. xxtv. 30. 
We are now willing to live peace- 
ably and quietly withinfourſelves ; we. 
do. not much delight in the remorſes 
of a guilty mind ; and therefore, we 
contrive ſome kind” of conſcience for 
every thing we do, We are uneaſy 
at' the thovght” of*everlaſting pains}; 
and therefore, X we ever take our- 
felves to taſk, . we rake together all we 
7 ks Wet can, 


HE bo . Mhtives of | 
- __  ean, to make a favourable judgment bf 
our ſtate. As the examen rather is 
deſigned to pleaſe ourſelves, than Goa, 

_ 1t "is generally yery ſuperficial. We 
look upon . our aCtions all in © groſs, 
without enquiring much into the drift. 
and chief deſign of them: We look 
- Upon the outward ſhew ; the approba- 
. tion and eſteem of: men; the example 
_ of ſome, who paſs for good and vir- 
_.tuous, and yet have | often done the 
ſame as we do; our being free (as we 
LFuppoſe) from many fauits, which we 
obſerve not in ourſelves ; our great 
_abhorrence of fome certain fins, which 
we obſerve in others ; our being punc- 

- tually and religiooſly preciſe. in ſome 
ITmall matters, ſome-exterior mortifica- 

_ tions, ſome particular deyotions which 
" ye take a fancy to ; and thus we, frame 
@ falſe idea »f. the miſerable ſkate we 
ſhall be found: in, when we come be- 
| fore the bar. We now are proud, 
and willing to excuſe ourſelves ; but 

.. thenthe teſtimony of our clearer Fghted 

| AL Sing. will eonfound and humble 

Our paſlions blind vs now ;' we ſee 
| not what we aac are ; but then the 
&: Tun 


ſan'of juſtice. will ariſe, and ſcatter all 


ourſelves, The piercing rays, the all- 
diſcovering beams of truth will break 
like lightning through the clouds of 


our affeQed ignorance, when once, the | 
Son of man' appears to judge the world. 


_ . If there be any poflibility of cheat- 


ing .his acing wiſdom ; of calling. 
1e of his indulgent mercy,. 
or eſcaping from the hands of, his Al- 


back the time © 


mighty power « were there any poſſibi- 


lity of this, or were there any friend 


from whom the guilty. might expe& 


little comfort: 


h- > 


They. had once a true and faithful 


friend who dearly loved them ;. came 
from heaven to inſtru&@ them, and con- . 
du@ them thither ; lived a painful and 
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the leaſt aſſiſtance”; it would be ſome 


3, 
\ 


laborious life amongſt them ; and altho? : 


negleQted, ſcorned, and perſecuted..by 
them, yet continned conſtant in his love, . * 


and to redeem them, paid their ranſom 


with-the price of his own blood. But now _ 
their beſt and only friend becomes their 
| greateſt enemy. He loved them once ; 


E Sq 


<> 
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but love ſo long negleQed, and ſo much 


abuſed, is now quite changed .into a 
© mortal and eternal hatred. He invited 
_ aff of them to come to him, 'whenever 


they had need of his 'affiſtance, Mat. 


7 xi 29, | Come to 2e all you that Iabour ; 


ut now, alas! it is too late to come ; 
his ,paticnee now is ſpent ; and in. the 
fury of his everlaſting indignation, be 
for ever baniſhes them from him, Mat. 


| XxV. 41. Go from me ye accurſed. Go 


ambitious ſ6vls and leave your honour= 
able titles all behind-you ; go and ſeek 


_ the. beft :preferment you can find, 
amongſt the Devil and his angels; bid; 


ver. 41. Go' inſatiable miſfersz go 
and take poſſeſſion of that miſery which 


_ You | have purchaſed 'with © the - Iofs 


of your" beloved treaſure ; go volup- 


| Mn0us wretches ; you who former y 


ave wiſhed your flames might never 
burn :' go 'now and. burn for ever, in 


the eyerlaſting flames of hell. * 
' Behold the dreadful ſentence we 


_ wt all expeR, unleſs we follow his 
_ advice, who then will be our judge, 


Luke 'x#i, 36. Watch therefore Tays 
Lo ot CON | ON. ICS wb” WE ” . he, 


Muy fe Fear. 75. 
he, wt pray always ; that you then may 
Bt accounted ingoor' to eſcape, and fland 
| before. the Son of man. Alas | Out 
dear Redeemer takes no pleafure in. 
condeming ' us. No man, ſays St. 
Auftin, who deſigns to- ſtrike us, bids 
ns -have a care. Our Saviour often 
warns us, often calls upon us, often 
bids us have a care. St. Paul exhorts 
ws in his name, Rom. 31th" 11; tt 44. 
now the hour for us to riſe from flee ; 
k is now the hour to go with tears of 
' Tepentance to the throne of grace ; 
that then we may appear with confi- 
dence and joy before the great tribunal 
"of his juſtice ; it is now the [hour to. 
Harken to him, Matt. xi, 28. Come to 
are all you that labour ; that then we” 
| may be ſure to heat him call us to him, 
Mart. xxv. 34. ' Come ye bleſſed'; come 
, and reap the fruit of all your Jabours ;' 7 
come, and take poſſeſſion of thoſe 
everlaſting joys, which were prepared 
Ul you fr om the foundation fi the ha 


Amen, 
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How a a nw. it 1s 7s for a any . 
Sinner to Deſpair. : 


Tur greateſt myſtery of ohriſtion 
morality, conſiſts. in the equal balancing - 
of hope and fear, betwixt God's mercy 
| and his juſtice; that we may neither 
be ſecure in fin, becauſe he is ſo mer-. 
ciful ; nor yet deſpond, becauſe he is 
ſo juſt. ' Preſumption and deſpair: are 
the two rocks, betwixt which all chriſ-. 
-tians ought to ſteer. an even courſe; 

' and fo avoid the ane, as not :to daſh 
againſt the other. It is perhaps the- 
greateſt ſecret of the devil's art. « He 
_ firſt inclines us to preſume; and we no 

= Tooner ſee the danger of it, but he 
| 8 __ tempts 


| Motrves of Hope. © yy 
- tempts us to deſpair, ' Thus he eom-. 
menees ; thus he finiſhes his work, 
| muſt confeſs, the greateſt part of 
mankind. being fo inſetſible, ſo ſtupid, 
ſo wnmerſed in worldly cares and plea- 
fures, 1s enough to Juſtify the pious 
'zeal of thoſe who frequently proclaim 
the menaces of an offended Majeſty, 
and with the formidable noiſe of hell, 
_ damnation, and everlaſting torments, 
Tabour to awake and rouſe them from _ 
the lethargy of fin, But, when they 
are. awake, .and looking round about 
_ them, take a proſpect -of their miſera- 
ble ſtate; when every horrid crime 
appears in its own-dreadful ſhape; when _ 
multitudes of paſt. 6ffences croud into 
their minds, and overwhelm their. 
heavy. __ with a deſpairing ex- 
peQation of no leſs than everlaſting . 
miſery.: Alas! poor ſouls, it 1s now a 
| feaſonable time to' magnify the motives 
of their fear. If ever comfort and 
encouragement were :neceffary to allay 
the pains and anguiſhes of a deſpairing 
foul : now iﬆ&the time;” What ſhall. 
»e ay? Tell them they need not 
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38 Motives of Hoye. 
fear? Oh nol the. malice of their 
-. grievous fins is infinite ; the danger of 
- *their. tamentable ſtate. is greater than 

_ they can imagine z let- but their hope be 
equal to their fear, they cannot fear 
-.too much. 'How then thall we encou- 

_ rage their expiring hope ? Ill tell you 
RD Wer” Cs BE 

_ Tt God were only juſt, and were 


. __ Notalſo powerful and mereiful, a ſinner 


then might lawfully deſpair ; but when 
God's power and. merey both coneur ts 
comfort - the - defponding heart of an 


28 afflicted penitent, what can he wiſh for 


more? There are but two conditions 
requiſite to qualify the perſon, upon 

- whoſe affiſtanee we depend, that we 
may ſafely hope, and with a loving 

._ - confidence afſure ourſelves of his pro- 
_, tetion. Fhe firſt is, that he ean re- 
lieve ns, if he will: the ſecond, that 
he -will relieve us f we pleaſe, Will, 
without power, ſignifies but little: pow = 

_ er, without will, ſignifies much leſs; but 
when they both meet in the perſon of 
a friend, to whom we always have a 

, free acceſs, who certainly can help us 
if he will, and no lefs certainly will 

v 27 +05 "WO 


help us if we pleaſe ; then, let / our pre- 
ſent miſery be ever ſo great, let the 
approaching . dahger of qur- future ruin 
every day ſeem greater, we may with 
_ trembling hearts expeC& the, helping 
hand which can and will deliver us ; 
but all our fear can neyer exclude 
our hope; it . cannot rob- us of that 
- comfort, ſatisfaQtion, and joy, which 


ſo much confidence in ſuch a friend 


inſpires. COT TEINS | 
_ If when a finner ſtruggles with his 
chains, endeavours to. break loſe ; and 
the more he: ſtruggles, the more he 


finds himſelf engaged z (which the all- : 


ſeeing. wiſdom frequently permits, to 
humble a proud ſoul:) if then theſe 
two great truths were ſettled in 'his 
mind, to wit, that Gqd can free. him, 
if he will, and that he will not fail to 


free him, if he pleaſe: O! with what 


pleaſure would he reliſh the aſſurance 
of this loving confidence | with how 
much tranſport of a joyful mind, would 
| he recite thoſe words of St. Paul, 1 
Tim. i, 12. | 1 knaw in whom [ have 
believed; I know in whom I put my 
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Lo  Motives of Hope. 
FF El: know, and am perſuaded, he 
 $s-able to- deliver me. I am affured, 
he is. not only powerful but merciful ; 
and. therefore, I am certain, he both. 
| cal ang wa aſhſt me. 7H 


| 8 E c 'T. th 
That G od can help us if he will. 
: Divmrry and boundleſs power, 
are fo much the ſame, that no man 
EAN deny the one, and own the other. 
There is no, truth ſo evident.in , which 
_ the world ſo. univerſally agrees, as 
God's omnipotence. Every body knows 
_ thatdnothing is impoſſible to God. It 
. i' one of the firſt traths which a philo- 
 ſopher demonſtrates, or a Chriſtian 
believes. ' Almighty is his name, the 
name we know him by, the name he 
anſwers to whenever we call upon him. 
W hat need 1 then diſcourſe upon a 


_ truth, which every body knows ? The 
regſon i is,” becauſe although we know, 


A 


' it well Fhough,” We very ſeldom think 


ets wy "= A v ; Vi 
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. We all know, nothing is impoſſible 
#.God; and that the lamentable- ſtate. 
, a poor fipner, cannot be ſo deſpe- 
rate, but that he retrieve him. - And 
yet how little do we think of this when 
we are tempted to deſpair? 'Do we 
pot then behave ourſelyes as if we 
_ doubted of it ?. 1 am afraid, that at the 
I we pray like him, of whom St: 
lark makes mention, ' chap. ix. 22. 
Lord if thou canſt. do any thing, have 
compaſſion on uz, and help us. I fear 
we often are ineredulous; and have 
juſt reaſon to repeat. with tears his 
hymble prayer, ver. 23. Lord I bes 
 lieve, help thou my unbeli i 
If David: that-great ſaint, ' Sarh; 
Fill. 14. accord;ng to God's heart, who 


tooking back to take a view of all his 


paſt - iniquities, ſaw. at @ diſtance only 
ſome few fins, which he' had long finee 
waſhed away with penitential” tears ; if 


| that melancholy praſpe&t, as bs a 

himſelf, Pſal.. xxxviii. 3, -4, 6, 10; 
and «ll that day long went mburning for. 
bs as: : bb his heart panted. and - his 


b> s ., Ffrength 
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firength failed him ; if he had no reſt, 


becauſe he was overhead in his iniqui- 
__ _ ties, , which like-a heavy burthen were 
 _ - too heavy for him ; if he, I ſay, were 
_ thus perplexed with fear, and almoſt 

ready to deſpair of his ſalvation z have 
_ ' Not I juſt eauſe to 'apprehend much 


more. the danger of ſuch doubts in 


| greaterſinners who are almoſt ſurfeited 


with ſin, before they feriouſly begin to 
look behind them, and compute terri- 
ble arrears of all their paſt offences ? 


_ . I-muſt confeſs, the difficulties which 


occur in the eonverſation of a finner 


are infupportable, if compared to the 
weak ftrength of our corrupted nature ; 
_ and if -the poſſibility of working our 
ſalvation be -conſidered only with re- 


gard\to ' human frailty, there appears . 


no hope-of:compaſling ſo great a work, 


Such is the ignorance and blindneſs of 


_-our underſtanding ; ſuch is the malice. 


and peryerſeneſs of our will ; our incli- 


- vations are ſo prone to liberty ; and the 
. reſtraint of our unreaſonable humours 
| . ſo ſenſibly uneaſy to us, that a 

' thorough reformation of our lives is far 


 aboys 
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above our ſingle ſtrength: Without 


the grace of God, we neither have 
_ the wiſdom to contriye it, nor the cou- 
rage to begin it, nor the power to per- 
=O, 0 I 
But yet this darkneſs of ourireaſon, 
though we cannot. of ourſelves diſpel 
it, may be diſſipated by a lively faith 
in him, who enlightens every man that 
comes into the world, John i. 9. This 
deprayation and-corruption of our will, 
| (although it be to us alone impoſlible) 
may, by the ſweet and forcible impul- 
ſes of a powerful grace, be changed 


and reQifed ; this obſtinate rebellion 
of our appetite. againſt the rule of rea- 


ſon and the precepts of a chriſtian life, 


(although we have oftey found our- 


ſelves unable to reduce it to the. terms 
of juſt obedience,) may eaſily be con- 
_ quered by omnipotence, - 9 
_ . If fin has ſo much blinded us, that 

- we can hardly ſee our danger ; if the 
noiſe of worldly vanities has made us 
almoſt deaf to all 'good council; if the 
habit of our ſins, has lamed us, ſo thar 
,we can ſcarccly move a foot towards 


heaven 


20." uf. EB 
\—$hpe4- 


, x 
F « ” F ; ; 
rat 4 p PF & "ek « » Y 
——__ Dirty uſo UP Tf re YE) rg, > ee c 
ALES ogy ons Ogre NES 
__ LY 4 of Af *- 44.5 " 5a S <5 C5 3. 
D : a Fo _— od a1 Y . 
'2 '—"—" F Wi! ” "6 44 £1 _— — wn 
KP IT gran ©. $$ Þ, yn - A. - 
- - . y 3 
_ ae Ot on a. wont ” " - 


F OI" ” 
a i GS... _— K Y 4 


, 
: 
J 
: 


D OO I IBEET ATT THT Bir 
- ——_ _—_—_ y = — W__ . 
_— DRE EI nr wr EO 
: VTY DIR EPS . 


; at 
* TD YT UIEOITTWETSE 


+8 
it Ly 
yu, "* 
[54 4 
# 
EE p 
nt - 
' '- ens 
: 074 ha 
PF 1 "I 
CFE r 
+ 2-0 "of 
"* F v4 
- : F Ih. 
- 3 6&3 « 
{ bs C2 
09 \ 
2s Ys 
"BL 2 
[4 i 
#4 , 
: 


8%  Motives of The. 
heaven; if we are blind, deaf, lame, | 
nay, even dead to God, and all that is 
| Food, (no perſon can be in a worſe 

condition than t this} all this is nothing 
_ to the powerful' hand 'of God; ſuch 

miracles as theſe were his famihar EX- 
 erciſe &@ earth, "Matt. xi: 5. The blind 
fee, the deaf hear, the "EP walk, the 
acad are ra: _ to life. 'Alll this out 
God aan -eaſfly perform, in favour of. | 
ny 'whehſovever the pleaſes. "49 
© Lord; if thou wilt, ſays the leprous ” 
; man, thou canſt make me clean, Matt. 
_ viii 2.” Letthe diſeaſes of a ſinful ſoul 
| be ever ſo inveterate, ſo deeply rooted 
in the heart, he clearly and diſtinaly 
 eomprehends the nature. 'of, them all; 
he knows exaQly*the propartion and 
virtue of- hisremedies, and all of them 
_ obey the-word of. his ebmmand, . Matt. 
* Viti. 3. *1 will, ſays he, be thou cleanſed. 
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Mutogp of Hepe- of 
Alas! it is to me impoſſible z but thou, - 


my God, canſt do it with more eaſe 
Yin [can aſk. Behold my miſery 
- with pity and compaſſion. Behold me 
indigent and naked, elothed with no- 
thing but the horrid ſcruf of my un- 
eleanneſs. Behold me blind, deaf, lame 


and almoſt 'dead with contagious le- - 
oY. of fin, which covers me from 


ead to foot, and has not left a ſound_ 
part in me. ' Conſcious of my unwor-. 
| thineſs, after 'ſo long negle&ing my 
condition, after ſo long confiding in 
my own weak ſtrength, after ſo lon 

deſpairing 'of my | health, . becauſe 

thought I could do any thing, and 


found I could not cure myſelf; con- 


ſcious, I ſay, of my unworthineſs, I 
ſcarce pretend to aſk for merey; 1 


_ only caſt myſelf upon my knees and- 


face proftrate before thy feet, expo= 
ſing and laying open all my grieyous 
diſtempers, which, every one ef them 


Songs an humbly ſilent) every one 


peaks loudly my neceſſities, and begs, 


with all the moving <cJoquence of mi- 


wail wy Piry and Pe” [ know 
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7 my ſins provoke thy juſtice, whilſt my 

© miſery appeals to thy Almighty power : 
_ but thy faithful ſervant David tells me, 
that the Iſraelites provoked thee alſo ; 
and nevertheleſs, not for thy ſake, but 


.-  - Moatives of Hope. 


& -- for thy name's ſake, Pſal. cvi. 8. Thou 


was. pleaſed to /ave them; that thou 
_ mighte/t make thy migbty power known. 
_ This 66 the farſt - hers Mb of my hope: 
I know the credit of thy power is 
engaged in their behalf,, who truſt en- 
| tirely in it, firmly: expeCt it, and de- 
pend upon it ; and therefore in this 
Poſture, I preſent myſelf with loving 
.. confidence before thy feet, reſolving 
__ there to expe With all humility and 


Þ patience, when thou ſhalt pleaſe to caſt 


an' eye upon me, and either find the 


| FP | benefit of being cured, or, (which ap- - 


pears to be impoſlible) die in the hands 
of an omnipotent phyſician. Ah, my 
dear Jeſus! this is all that I can do; 
and even this I. cannot do without thy 
_ grace ;z but when 1 have done, this, 
_ my comfort is, that thou canſt do the 
reſt; Lord if thou wilt, thou canft 
make me clean, Matt, viii © 

Fr Dear 


. Motives of Hope. 87 
. Dear Chriſtians, let us pauſe awhile, 
and with a ſerious attention, behold 
this leper at our Saviour"s feet : behold 
_ the lively image of a finner, and the 
perfet model of a penitent; behold both 
what we are, and whar we ought to be 
| In his diſeaſe, we ſee our miſery : 
in his behaviour we ſee our duty ; in 
his diſeaſe, we ſee the ſad effeQs of 
| fin; we ſee the flrong temptations-and 
alfaults of .a moſt terrible deſpair : in 
his behaviour, we ſee the Fats af - 
true repentance : we ſee the victory of - 
_ a triumphant hope, and the great com- 
| Fort which attends a loving confidence 
in God's omnipotence. 
O what a comfort it is to an humble 
penitent, to be aſſured, that as God. 
| og him all he has, ſo he can give 
| Kim all he wants If we are almoft 
que oppreſſed with thoſe dryneſs and 
efolations of mind, which none can 
know but by experience ! St. Paul tells ' 
' Us, 2 Cor. ix, 8. ' God ts able to make 
all grace abound in us: if we labour 
under the perpetual violence of impor- 
tunate templatiens z St. Paul WR ny 
| x C Us 
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83  -Metives f a. : 
Heb. i. 18:-'Gad is able to fſuccour thoſe , 


- that are tempted: 1f our temptations 
- are ſo ſtrong, and we ſo negligent, 


that after' ſome. reſiſtance we relapſe 
into our ſins; if we Tiſe again, and. 


: yet fall ; if we renew our refoluti 


and when we think ourſelves eutelt, | 


*f think. 


are ſurpriſed and fall again z St, Paul 
aſſures vs, Rom. xiv. 4o Ged is able to 


make us ftand : Tf 'having tried all ways 
_. we can -imagine, we are at a loſs, and 


know not either what to think, or what 


Z P to aſk ; the ſame Saint tells us, Ephef. 


It. 20. God ts. gble to do all things 
more abundantly than we can aft or 


Is any thing too hard for God ? ? Gen. 


xviii. 14. Can any thing be hard to 


him whoſe power 1s infinite, and whoſe 


' will is his power ? 1 Sam. ii. 6. Our 


Lord kills and makes alive; brings to 
the grave and ra: a;ſes up: His power ac- 
companies our fouls as far as the gates 
of hell itſelf, and brings them back 


again, Although your foul, quite over- 


grown with ſin,* may be ( perhaps) in 
{2 PRO eye of Yoo, a much 
mars 


—_ 


Mitives of Hope. 89g 
' more horrid obje& than the foulsſt 
devil in hell ; nevertheleſs, wk confi- . 
dently with the leper to our Saviour ;_ 
croud.in amongft ' the multitudes that 
follow him ; caſt yourſelf down upon 
your keens and face; fay, with a truly 
contrite, truly _ heart, Mat, 
Vil. 2. Lord, thou wilt, thou 
canfl make me "i, then ſhall you. 
hear him graciouſly return that com- - 
fottable anfwer ; will; be thou clean. 
Then ſhall you be tranſported with. 
exceſs of joy, to find and feel the 
- truth of what 1 now advance ; : to wit, | 
that God not only can relieve us, if he 
will, but alſo, will relieve us, if. we 
pleaſe. 


6. co T.-IF. 
-T hat Ged will help us if Ws pleaſe. 
A tivough' G God's Power be the firſt 


foundation of our hope, his mercy 
_ always ready to aſſiſt us, is the prin- 
_eipal, if not the only motive of it. 
This was me | comfortable meditation 

with 
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96. -- Mbtives of fore 
with which the royal-prophet counter- 
balanced all his: fears, Pſal. xxvi. 3' 
'- »Thy mercy, ſays he, thy loving kindneſs 
: #s always 4 my #yzs, Without this 
| . comfort, he would. neyer haye ſup- 
Ported the remorſeneſs of his conſci- 
ence, Pſal. l. 4. his fit was ever before 
Mm: his continual- apprehenſions and 
frightful thoughts would certainly have 
_ driven him, into a deep. deſpair, had 
not God's mercy always been before 
| - bim, Pal, xxvi. The very thought of 
 @Gad revived his drooping- ſpirits ; he 
'Y eould not ſo much as think of him, with- 
. - Out thinking, of his mercy ; to. be good 


and merciful were to him- one and the 
= felf ſame thing, Pſal. lix r7. My God is 
thy defence, (ays he; and the God of 
__ _ my mercy. If he lifted up. his eyes to 
= heaven with enflamed deſires of being 
I” Happy there; he adored that mercy 
which preſerved the angels, and re- 
warded them with glory, -Pſal xxxvi. 
' $.. Thy mercy, O Lord tis. in the Hea- 
 , wens, If he looked down and took a 
proſpe& of this vale of miſeries, he 
admired to ſee God's mercy ſtoop 
_ {@ low, to ſce it moſt appear wigee 
_ rs there 


. there'is moſt occaſion for it; to ſee it | 
ſuperabound where fin abounds, Pal. 
Xxxiii. 5. The earth is full of his 


merty. If he looked before him, he- 


beheld God's mercy ſtarting firſt, pre= 
venting and fore-running all his good 
 defigns and enterpriſes, : Pſal. lix. 10. 

' His merty will prevent me. If he 
looked behind him, he beheld the ſelf- 
ſame mercy following him, promoting, . 
_ carrying on, and perfeCing his good 
: rous; phate” riot 6. His mercy, 
fall fallow me all the days of my life. 
Aki way. ſoever he cali LA he _ | 
 faw himſelf defended and ſurrounded 
with God's mercy, himſcH the centre, 
 merey the circumference, Pal. xxxi, 
46. Him that truſts in God, merey 
Hall compaſs him about. Thus did this 
faint, who onee had been a. ſinner; 
thas did he comfort and encourage his 
_ afflicted ſoul, whenever the remem- 

brance of his fins oppreſſed his mind ; 
and thus may we. it.imitation of- him. 
Thus may we alſo anſwer all the trou» 
bleſome ſuggeſtions of our panic fears; 
_ 6onfronting fin with grace, juſtice with 
TOES mercy. 
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"mercy, Har" with dingy ab loving | 
- confidence in him, whoſe merey ſtill is 
infinite, and always will be fo, TAI c = 
38 His mercy is everlaſting.” 
All this,” you will ſay, 1s lnde © com- 
3. fort. to a' ſinner, who ts day and night 
_ beſet, with all tho terrifying ſpeQres of | 
a guilty conſcience.” . Every © body 
knows that- God is infinitely merciful. | 
"But yet the: word of God aſſures us, 
and it is a ſundamental*truth; which 
_ every'chriſtian is a&quainted with, Mat. 
\ XXXil. 14, That few aye choſen amongit._. 
_ many which” are zalled ;/ that the gate. 
which leads to life, ts 's frait and narrow, . 
|  andthat there are but Few who findit, 
. - Mat. vii. 14. So, that all the ſplendid 
\ - appearance: of God's mercy, 'when it is | 
well examined, ſeems to-vaniſh 'out of 
fight, or ſhrink into atittle compaſe, if 
compared with the innumerable num- 
| bers of thoſe reprobates, Rom. ix. 22: 
| who are prepared and Fitted for deflruc- 
_ tion. Is not this enough to make a fin- 
+ - ner tremble ?* A' ſigner whois conſcious 
to himſelf of being muck more guilty 
| mn the fightof God, "OY? many _— 


XN / 


\% 


| fore him, and already; ſuffer the eternal 
- flames of hell, 


Theſe thoughts, 1 AY confoſs, are 


xerrible, to him whoſe Eyes are openz 


by. God's grace, to ſee the. malice-of 


' Þts fins, and ſee death, judgment, and 
- damnation. attend.: 4 thoughts. as 


theſe, to ſuch a man, are terrible. be- 
yond- expreſſion. But however, if a 
man be more afraid than hurt, where 


Are we not 
all obliged to humble our proud hearts " 


- 3s the harm of his fear ? 


wnder the powerful hand of God, 1 Pet, 


'v. 6. and work out our Talvation with 
fear and trembling ® , Phil, it. 285; 1s 


Hot. our obligation to. fear, conſiſteng 
_ with our greater motives, greater qbli- 


gations to hope ? It is one of the moſt 


dangerous miſtakes that we are ſubjeQ 


to. We ſeem to fancy, that our fear 
_ deſtroys our hope ; and that we cannot 


kope'unleſs we ceaſe to fear, . We take 


theſe two affeCtions .of the mind for. 


mortal eneriies, becauſe their: humours 


are ſo oppofite. But, as that friend- . 
| es the "BE cateſt, which no .diſercqcq : 


Oo 


by 
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« thoſe ſouls who are tia gone be- 
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"of hitriour can divide : ſo, if we exa- 
mine” well the matter, we ſhall find, 
| that fear and hope are ſuch inſeparable 


| friends, they cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt 


_ without each other's company ; the 
' ſeparation of the one, is certainly the 


_ death and ruin of the other. Fear 


' without hope degenerates into deſpair; 
Hope, without fear, is now no longer 
hope, but dangerous prefumption. If 
now and then our minds are troubled 
and perplexed with fear ; we muſt not. 
_ therefore preſently conelude, that we 
have loſt our hope : no, no ; we ſhould 
have loſt it, if we did hot fear, - 
© If the conſideration of God's juſtice 
_ make a ſinner tremble, he 'may lawful- 
If deſire to be delivered from the-un- 
eaſineſs, the' pajn and anxiety, which 
are the'troubleſome companions of his 
fear : but as for fear itſelf, it 18 an ei- 
ſential duty of a chriſtian which cannot 
upon any terms, admit a diſpenſation. 
_ If the unſearchable deſigns and ſecrets 


' of God's providence, are apt to fill 


our fouls with apprehenfions and fears ; 
_ this only helps us to-perform the. _ 


© Mhtiodlof thiſhs \G 
half of our duty, withont prejudicing 
. 'the performance of the other ; for-the 
more we fear his juſtice, ſo much more 
We haſten to the ſhelter of his mercy. 
_ This was the only refuge' which the 
foyal prophet had recourſe to, Pfalm 
Ixxvii. 2., In his days of trowble, when 
his foul refuſed to be cornforted,” ver. g. 
Has Gad, . fays he, forgotten to be gra- 
tious ? Has he ſhut up in anger, all his 
tender mercies ? ver. 8. Is' his mercy © 
tlean gone for tver ® Doth his promiſe 
fail for 'evermore ? Oh no !' his pro- 
miſe: cannot fail 3 he can ho more de-_ 
ceive, than be deceived, He has ſigh- 
ed his promiſe more than once in ſerip- 
_ ture; and with a ſolemn oath, he has 
delivered it. A* promiſe and an oath, 
which by commiſſion frotn himſelf, his 
miniſters are ordered to make'ufe of, 
' When ſinners are dejeAed with 
temptations of deſpair, Ezek. xxxiii, 
10. When their tranſgreſſions and ſins 
lye heavy upon them : wheh they be- 
gin to pine away with ſear, and melan- 
choly. thoughts, of never being able to 
recover, what ſhall we ſay to comfort. 
670558. | EY”, 
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6  , Mativn of Hope. 
_.. Say to them, ſays the prophet, Ezek. 
XXXiil, 11, 14. 1f the wicked turn > cog 
bis fin, if he repent, if he amend, 15. 
-. and walk inthe flatutes of life ; he hall 
ſurely live ; he ſhall not die, ver. 16.--- 
None of the fins he has committed, ſhall 
be ever mentioned to him ; he ſhall hear 
of them no more ; they ſhall not riſe 
_ In judgment againſt him ; God himſelf 
has promiſed, ver. 16. He ſhall ſurely 
=; he mor mee. 
-, Say to them again ; and ſay it boldly, 
' 1n his name, whoſe juſtice makes them 
tremble, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. As 1 live, 
| ſays the, Lord God, 7 have no pleaſure 
in tbe death of the wicked ; but tbat the 
_ wicked turn from his way, and live. Re- 
turn, fays he, return from your evil 
ways : Why will you die? _ _ 
Why will you die? As who ſhould 
ſay you may live if you will : I always 
am at hand, prepared to, help you, if 
' you- heartily repent ; you know :you | 
may recoyer if you have a mind to it } 
you know that if you die, it is becauſe 
' Youwill: As I live, I bave no pleaſure 
#n your death, and therefore I have rea- 
Ton to complain, why will you die ? 
NG & Dear 
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: Dear chriſtians, what can we wiſh 
for more? we know that God can 
help us if -he, will. Whether he will 


or no, we need no farther proof than. 
his own word; We have his word: 


we have. have his oath ; he cannot take 
his own great name in vain, and he has 


ſworn by his own life,: he has ns plea- 

ſure in our death ; he does ngt of him-_ 

-._..-.-_-_ ſelf, defre it 5 but that” 
. 0 Beatos we return. and hive, O! 


quorum cauſa we are happy; for whoſe 


Deus Furat ! fake God | ſwears But - 
O miſeros, fi O! | how miſerable. are_ 
nec juranti we ; if, when God him-. 


| Domino cre- ſelf is pleaſed to ſwear, 


dimus we eannot believe him. 

Ll If deeds are better proof _ 
| than words, let us paſs from what he 
has ſaid, to what he has done, What. 
has he dane for ſinners ? Or rather, 
what has he not done ? For them he. 
came from Heaven ; for them he , 
| liveda painful life on earth; for them 


he died upon the croſs, Mat. 9. 13. 
1 came ngt, ſays he, te call theguft, but 


finners ; he came, becauſe it *was nee 
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' ceſſary he ſhould come ; and there- 
fore, for their Takes, for whom It was - 
moſt neceſſary, for them he principally 
came. He never was ſo kind to, any 
_ asto finners. All his converſation was 
in their company,. he made it his chief 
buſineſs to oblige them ; he followed. 
them from place to place; he thought 
_ of nothing elfe 'but how to gain their 
| love ;; he came with'a defign to inflame- 
their hearts, he brought down fire from 
_ Heaven with him, and wiſhed for no- 
thing more, than that this fire might 
burn. His more 'than ordinary kind= 
neſs was in alt occaſions fo viſibly re- 
markable, that he was taken notice of, , 
_ and pointed at. The Phariſees were | 
ſcandalized to fee it. - And in, thoſe 
days it was his great retonch, Mat. 
Xi. 19. He was too much 'a /riend to 
publicans ang. finners. All this while, 
alas! they little underſtood his buſineſs 
vpon earth. "His great> compaſſion of 
their miſery was the occaſion of his 
coming. And ſince their indigence firſt 
brought. him from above, it was no 
wonder the relicying of it was his chief 
_ employ ment 


-» 
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aadploymicnt* here below. fle came 
_ as a; phyſician to his dying friends, 
whom. he moſt dearly loved ; and 
therefore took moſt care, and was the .. 


moſt: concerned for thoſe who. were 


the moſt dangerouſly fick. | Thus did 
our | God behave him If to ſinners. 
Thus did he love his enemics, and treat 
them as his deareſt friends. [hue did- 
he live to. ſerve them, till at length he 
died to ſave them. 


St. Paul concludes "Ie hehe; we 


now have much more hope than ever, 


Rom. v. 10. For if, when we wereene- _. 


mes, we then were reconciled to Gad ; 

undoubtedly, we now have much more, | 
being reconciled, we hope we /hall be . 
ſaved. | If then before he ſent his only 
Son, God loved his enemies ſo dearly 
as to ſend him ; we may well conclude, 
that ſince' he came amongſt us, ſince he 
interpoſed betwixt us and his Father's 


anger, ſince he died to reconcile us. to Ro 


him; Rom. viii. 34+ ſince he roſe again 
' and at the right hand of his Father, is 
our advocate i in Heaven, making inter- 
venom for us ; ſurcly now our humble 
ſupplications, 
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ſupplications, joined with his, and of- 
fered in his name, Jo. xiv. 15. will for” 
his ſake, be much more eaſily received. 
_ If then a contrite and humble heart 
. was always ſo agreeable, he never 


| would deſpiſe it; will he now refuſe 


it? If the total fumi' of all” the hor- 
'Tid crimes of mankind, during ſeveral 
ages; if the malice of them altoge- 
ther, could not any way divert the 
courſe of ever-flowing mercy, ; if it 
could not hinder :him from ſending 
| Feſus to redeem the world, how can 


_. we think the greatneſs of our fins can 


binder him from having mercy on us, 
when we heartily repent? 

. Let us therefore, once for all, hum- 
bly confeſs and own our fault. The 
truth is, we are proud, and willing to 
excuſe ourfelyves. We are willing to 
lay the blame of our impenitence at 


._ our Creator's door, *and ſay, he will 


not pardon us, he will not give us 
grace, he will.not ſave us : when, if 
we well examine, we ſhall find the 
blame is always ours ; we will not re- 
| pent, we will not comply . with his 
NS 5 - grace 


Motives of Hope. ot 
grace; in a word, we. will not be. 
| ſaved... ' | 
All we can ſay, in our defoiice/1 by - 
that our ſins are, great, God will not 
look u Bt ſuch grievous ſinners as we 
are. 1 cannot ſay, they are not great, 
or that we are not grievous ſinners : 
but, that therefore God will never look 
upon us, 1s as falſe as the word of God 
is true. He hates the fin, but loves 
$. Aog the ſinner : he hates the 
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0 * leprofy,: but loves the le- 
coy lis. er ; and, as a merciful 
Es. .-3* father; he rejoices more 


at the repentance of one ſinner, than 
the innecence of ninety-nine, who- da 
not ſtand in-need of it, © 
| Let us therefore, once again, hum- 
bly acknowledge and confeſs 'our fault. 
| We anly pretend our leproſyis ſo inve- 
terate, God will not ſuffer us to come 
into his ſight, he will nat cure vs, he 
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will not make us clean. "Ihe truth is, '$Þ; þ 
we'are ſo negligent, :fo. ftupid, fo- in-+* WB 


ſenſible:of our condition, that though 
we now and then are terrified to ſee the 
danger of it, nevertheloſs we will not "BY" 


102 Matives of Delay. 
- make our ſupplications to him as. we | 
 ovght, we will not. be cured, we will 
not RE PEnI0, pe it aps 
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How apt we are to defer Repentance. 


Tarar we are all of us, ſome time 
or other, betwixt this and death, ob- 
liged- under pain of eternal-dampation, 
to roufe our fleepy ſouls from the be- 


Js _ witching lethargy of fin; it is an imy 
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& - log truth, which no man can dit- 
:'We all 'are. fully ſatisfied, that 

F we live in the ſtate of fin, fac 
_ affeftions are criminal, if our hearts 
_ are divided betwixt heaven apd carth ; 
We muſt, before we” ww, repent and 
__ 
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Danger of Delay, » 103 
mend, or; we are all loft for ever. 
Luke xii. 3. Unlefs we 'repent, we 
"anal pore. nn nin rae. 
_ ,- This we agree upon : our difficulty 

lies not in the knowing, but in the per- 
forming of our- duty. When we diſ- 
courſe with ourſelves in general terms, 
what is it we.ought to do : the debate - 
ſoon comes to an iſſue ; but as we de- 
ſcend to the particulars of when and 
how ; we come not ſo caſily to areſo- 
lution, about the time. We: ſuppoſe 
that' we are able, at our pleaſure, to 
change our hearts ſubdue our paſſions, 
and reform our lives; but our hearts, 
at preſent, are otherwiſe engaged; our - 
paſſions are youthful, and very impor- 

' tune; our way of hfe, though none of 
the beſt, is. ſuitable to the common 
maxims of the world, and what hafte 
I pray, to do juſt now, what may as 
eaſily be done another time, when ever 
we pleaſe ? beſides the preſent circum- 

' ſtances are very particular ; an abrupt 
diſengagement would now go very 
much againſt the deſign: we had better, 

for a time content our paſiions and 
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164. rig? of Delay. 

| bring PD. to a compoſition: when 
| this or that-boſinefs is over, that we may 
* more freely attend to the-work of our 
falvation, when onuy company changes, 
when we meet with a junQure of more 
favourable circumſtances: Oh | then 
we will begin the-new man, bid adieu 
- to thefollies-of 'this world ; and from 
that inſtant, date the beginning of our 

journey towards heaven.  * 
Thus the colour of piety gives a re- 
_ Putation to the-deluſion ': we cover the 
popular cheat, with -an agreeable diſ- 
guiſe: and betwixt gratifying our in- 
clinations on the one! fide; with a cri- 
minal condeſcendence,- and pacyfying 
the remorſes of our conſcience, on the 
other ſide, with a plauſible pretence of 
| future amendment; at a more conveni- 
ent time ; we' make virtue in appear- 
ance, ſubſoribe to our vices, and coun- 
terfeit Qod's hand to one of the work 
ow PR of (he yore! p 
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How dangerous it is to defer Repentance. 


Ir is clear, we are not maſters and _ 


diſpoſers of our time: only he, who 
was the firſt author of time, : wha now 
conſerves it, and who will one day put 


gps) period to all time ; he, 1 fay, 
and only he, diſpoſes of it as he pleaſes. 
Beſides, the changing of our hearts 
is far above our ſingle ſtrength; we are 
not able, by ourſelves, ſo much as to 


begin ſo great a work, how then ſhall 
we be able to perform it at our leiſure, 
whenſoever we pleaſe? St. Gregory 


alſures ys (and we know it well enough) 
Ho. 12. in Ev. that God bo promiſes to 


pardon us if we repent, has never pro- 


the great ſhame-'of our ingratitude), 
that our Creator-loves us far above our 


merit. - If we look back from hence, 


as far as the firſt creation, and carry 
our ſerious thoughts through all - the 
ſteps of providence, we mcet with no 


thing 
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miſed us the time of our repentance. + 
It is true, we cannot but confeſs (to 
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166 Danger of Delly”, 
onng but. remarkable.inſtances, of his 
good wiſhes. towards us. .. Nay, if we 
yet .look. farther back; - from the firſt 
_ moment of this world into eternity, 
we find him: before the beginning of 
all time, entertaining his thoughts with 
the premeditation of our welfare ; and 
in the firſt page of his eternal accounts, _ 
we find the great deſign of man's:re- 
demption, that ſtupendous: myſtery of 
mercy and-juſtice, the incarnation. of 
- our Lord. and Saviour Jefus Chriſt, 
who held nothing ſo dear, no obligation 
_ fo important, as - our ſandtification : 
even-to the degree of laying down his 
life for the- advantage of that ſacred 
intereſt. See here the motives which 
we have, to think he loves us! yet 
give me leave to tell you, - he-is not ſo 
' fond of us, but that he can'be angry at 
us, when he finds his love negleQed. 
Witneſs. all miſerable: chriſtian ſouls, 
who-onee were happy in the ſame teſti- 
monies of -his .affeQtion z; who thought. 
as :we -do,.to:reform their lives' at a - 
 eonvenient ſeaſon 3 who ſuppoſed, as 
-we. do, that God's extraordinary ary 
BD os EI, | | wou 
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would never fail to be at hand, when- 


ever they pleafed to have occaſion for-. 


it. Alas! poor ſouls, they now are 
lodged in the: flames of hell for all, 


eternity; and knows too .late, that 
_ though God never fails to beſtow his 
extraordinary graces, where he finds a. 
faithful cofreſpondency of our endea-. 


yours with his merciful aſſiſtance ; yet 
he often ſhuts his hand, if we withdraw 
ours. He does not firſt deſert vs ; yet 
if deſerted by us, it is no wonder if he 
treat us upon equal terms, and ſo de- 
16 WR. Cats et gb 
Wonder not,'that God who is ſo in- 
finitely good, can find in his heart ta 


abandon thus a ſinher, who: ſtifles - the - 


remorſes of his conſcience, who reſiſts 
the frequent 'inſpirations which invite. 
him to. repentance, who has always. 
ſomething elſe to do when he thinks of 
his duty, always is fo rude, ſo ſcorn- 


fully uncivil, in receiving all the em-.. 
| bafſſies' of peace, which heaven ſends.. 


him ; that every trifling obje& which, 
ſalutes his fancy, every miſerable crea-, 
ture, which a filly paſhon recommends 


- 


MM Ro tne one Fen ern mere in ne 
-- - , _ wv EN 7, 


a EC 
—_ —_—_— 2 — 
= XL 


ol on gn 
At Ih x O 
SO Mong, AAR Irons, 
- P * "_ 


* 


fi d. 1 
"IX \s 
'F - LH 
F RS 
ey. k , 5 A 
. 6 mY 
. . S 5 
} © X£ » : : 
u 
MN . 
L f : 
. - 
' Og ; 
; - 
: Ps 
44% 4} > 
. 
WT 4 4 
p jon 
_e 
mn $ 
- oY 
? LD 
Ts 
P 
»Y 
£ = 
i | - 
" - 
: ; 
4 © f l 
«2 bp 
: "4 
« FA xt 
a Tc & 
. 3 
* Dd - - F4 
> ARSE a 
\ [4 } " 
- " ol "wy 
$4: : 4 L w 
I = 
#3 72.0, 
* 2 
* * 1 * * 
» - v 
; 4 »+ 
Afi / Ps. 
ol _ 
CY + * 
CS TLA : 
f ' 7 v - 
*.% 
<2 + 
» . ry 
/ c Y . 
Wt M v1] , > 
' yl 
U , 
' ; 
v a þ 
, 4 oo 
" = »2 \ 
x 4 
*; : { i 
4 : G 


Ss ; 
1 { 
% by 
> 
b-4 
_ 4 
M 4 
51. 
wb wg 
'&Þ 
T-. 
S 24 
% | > 4 
$3 Y 
the 
: 
: - 


renee eee. ee eo i en ar. 
6 - —_ FL = . a : 
> BEN = . Is 
- 4 —T a 1 


_—__—mo_— 
: - 

M- - 

x ” o of 


| \ | 
108. RE Danger of Delay. ER 
to him, is ſure to. have preference, and 
be the firſt admitted. EIS: 
_ .. | How often does God court us, when 
. we are aloney as it were carefully ma- 
naging that favourable occaſion, when 
it may be preſumed, we are at leiſure 
for bb entertainment ? But, alas! we 
_ are perhaps never leſs alone, than when 
we are alone : the common enemy of 
- mankind is then moſt buſy to prevent 
the advantage of ſuch a happy circum» 
ſtance. How often he does apply him» 
_ ſelf to us when any ſudden accident has 
croſſed our. inclinations, when we have 
been diſappointed in our intrigues, when 
_ we begin to find our labour loſt in the 
' Purſuit of what we hunted after, when 
| we ſit down angry, and affronted at the 
confuſion of our miſtake, almoſt ready 
- to fall out -with the world for having 
cheated us ; then it 1s, that he takes 
Hold of this conjunCture ; begins in a 
laving manner.to expoſtulate with us ; 
_. toreprove us; how treacherous a frien 
we find the world to be ;. on the con- 
trary, how conſtant and faithful a friend 
| he has been 40 us, from all eternity oo 
2 TOR: this 
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Danger of Delay, | tog 
this moment; how: ready he is, not- 
withſtanding all that is paſf, to receive 
'us with open arms into favour again, if 
we return ſincerely to him. And how 
do we hearken ta all this? Why, truly, 
it paſſed away like a little fit of melan- 
choly; we were then. in an ill humour; 
we are glad it isover; and ſo we think 
no more on'it. Whatever God fpeaks 
to our hearts, is all out of doors: our 
| hearts are ſhut againſt him, all the time, - 
Apoe. mn. 20. Hs flands at the door and 
knocks ; and we negle& hin, letting him 
| fland and wait our leiſure ; we approve 
the friendſhip of the world before hisz © 
and though we may have ſome flight 
thoughts of hearing him ſome other 
time, yet for the preſent, we flatly deny 
| him entrance,.and refuſe him audience. 
_ Let us now . conſider a little ; what. 
_ pitiful worms we are, . who thus con- 
temn the Almighty ; whois he, whom 
we affront ; what. trifles we-prefer be- 
fore him ; and we ſhall not wonder,-if_ 
"at" Jength he leave us, and defert, us, 
_ with a reſolution never more to offer 
us theſe SAINT OMY favours, :Jo,-yiil. 
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| ſack mes, ond. you ſhall die in. yaur fin. 


21. 1 go aways; ſays: bd, and yeu- ſhall 
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Reaſons why Delay is ſo dangerous. 
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clearly, the extravagance of finners, | 
wha.defer the converſion.of: their hearts. 
from time. to. time,, upon. a: Van. pre». 
| ſumption of ehuſing: their own, ame. 
- when they, pleaſe ; I ſuppoſe, as: a, fun-. 
damental principle, 1 Pet. v; $5. that 


the proud. © ey 
| is who values: hynſelf upon. being 
wiſe.enovgh in the managemept- of his. 
- ſalvation; who negleQs the time which 
| Gad's great. merey, offers. him.z who, 
preſames,he. can, wheneyer he pleaſes, 
chuſe the. time of, his gqnverſion,;. ſpeh. 
a perſon, if ever he, approach; the: 
| throne of grace, comes ina difpoſition.. 
_ direQly oppoſite to. regqncihation z, he. 
- earries pride barefaced inthe very front, 
of-.him and the .addreſs he preſents, 
: is 


Danger of Deldy. nn 
is endorfed with the very ſame fault 
_ whneh' he begs pardon for. 
trace corivert. comes i rrogs 
_ with a heart Khay hemBbled” under. the 
omnipotenr” hand of an offended Ma- 
jefty; and ſuch a _penitent will -always 
_ find favour; a, contrite .and humble. 
heart God will never deſpiſe ; all his 
former offences will-paſs for nothing, .. 
Ezek, xxxiii. 16. None of his fins E” 
committed, * ſhall be meitioned to him: 
in the day of his converſion, his intpi- . 
ety ſhall never hart him: what' time 
 ſoever God ſhall pleafe to mark out to. 
ftim, if he manage that he is ſecure. 
But, if afinner carelefly reje& God's . 
inſpirations, and from time to time, 
negle& rhe res he mercifully ., 
rs him ; if he behave himſelf, as . 
if he thought his time of reconciliation © 
vere entirely at his own diſpoſing ;. and-, 
upon this account, when he thinks fit, 
preſents' himſelf before the throne of 
grace z his very coming in this manner 
15 an a&t of pride, a pride by which he > 
dangerouſly prefumes upon a more than, 
ordinary favour, ſuch as he knows has 
OE ES been 
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tion that, can be imagined, in as much. 


' even to an impudent ; affurance, of ob- 
tdining mercy when ve pleaſe, although 


long, contemned it. - Thisis a ſufficient 
reaſon, why God may abandon ſuch 


and this' reaſon is attended with a ſort 


#6), incumbent upon providence, if. 


| to their merit.” 


112 Danger of Delay. 
been denigd 'to many. thouſands, who 
are damned{ for ever, for leſs fins than 
his, and leſs negle&@ of the Almighty ; 

a 'pride which is the greateſt .proyoca- 


as it abuſes all his mfinite, goodneſs, 
forbearance and patience, not only to 
the; utmoſt degree of , contempt, but 


we' have ſo much, ſo often, and ſo 


roud penitents as often as he. pleaſes : 


of. obligation (if a'man may term it 


n6t always, at leaſt generally, and for 
the. moſt part, to treat them according 


"This obligation ariſes from two. titles. 
| God is the Creator of man, and the 
Redeemer” of ſinful man. The firſt 
gives him the prerogative of. being the 
ſupreme and'univerſal 'Lord and Maſ- 
ter of the univerſe ; under which cha- 
rater, It. belongs to. him to $1ve-: law. to 

"© all 
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all the. parts of it, and. take ſuch me- 


thods, as may with a ſmooth and caſy, 


yet firong and" ſteady .influence, pro- _ 
mote. and carry. on the great deſign of 
the- creation, . . Hence comes the obli- 
gation of ſupporting the credit, and 
maintaining the authority.of his govern-/ 


ment, . which "ſinks immediately. and 
_ falls to nothing, if his tco great .indul- 
gence always tolerate the open violation 


of his precepts, joined with all the ins _ 
dignities, affrons, and inſolencies, of 
a hanghty ſubjeA, that will not be re- 
claimed but when he pleaſes, will nat 


| take the advantage of thoſe favourable 


opportunities which are ſo often offered © 


ſineſs of his life from time to time, 
upon a proud..preſumaption,. of . being 


received at. any haur whenſoever he. 


pleaſes. Nothing under heaven can.in 


this occaſion, keep .up the. ſpirit and . 
vigour bf diſcipline .among(t us,-and 
Place the fear of God before our eyes, 


but a juſt and ſevere puniſhment, ſuch 


_ as. becomes the indignation of an angry 
Ged abuſed, affronted, and contemned ; 
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114  QNanger of Delay. 
_ - which is, to treat us-as. we treat him,. 
_  Teaves vs as he finds vs, -and flatly re- _ 
..- #uſe us audience, when we make ſup-. 
| Plieatiowtohim. 
_ > "This motive, which ariſes from the 
"title.of Creator, is abundantly. ſufficient ; 
- but. yet the title of Redeemer is a far 
more powerful- inducement to the ri- 
[our of juſtice. The 'ereation of the 
world was but aſmall expence : a word 
aid, .and the 'whole work done. But 
Mee redemption of ſinful man, -the ex- 
tration of him out of the profound 
_ abyſs of fin and malice, was a more 
 Taborious maſtgr-piece of mercy and 
Juftige ; it coſt him his deſcent from 
_ "heaven, a painful life for .many years 
-.. upon earth, and the laſt drop of his 
| mnolf precious blood upon the croſs. 
'- Havingredeemed us from the devil, at 
fo deara rate, and having paid the ut- 
moſt price of our ſalvation, he has a 
fAri& right to the honour and reputation 
of his merey, Ta. xlu. 8. He is Lord 
 'of all, and b, glory he will not give to 
 _ "another. He is our Lord and Maſter; | 
hy redemption all of ys arc his; he ys 
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aid the full, diſcha 
but ho wall Not ap 


of out accoutt;; 
y the value of _ 
ent to-thoſe Beofoms- whoſe 


wall wrher oboe the eredit, or ie 


_ i with him}; ke befloys it only where 
it may be evident, if not to- all the 


world, -at Jeaſt +0 every finnbr's CON- 


ſcienee who rexoives the bedefit, t 


nothing bat the. power of*graec could 


work ſo wonderful &feſurreQton, and 
free him. from the feryitude of fin... 
"Ts 10 made. ont hearts, adit fie 
know. the temper of our inclinations. 
He cannot but ſeez, how. pattial ang 
unequal we are in our Jadgments. - 
_ anything be.amiſy with.us, we preſently 
in to eaurmur .and repine within 
ourſelves, -as if God only wete the 
author of our failings, But, if we 
 ſuvcced in'any thing that ſeetne -Praiſe- 
worthy, either in the ſight of God. or 
man, we pare Ram aſſume the reputar 
tion of it to ourſelves. Qur faith teaches 


us the contrary: and we ſeem to believe 


it, But yet, I know 
nat how it is, -our 
pride which comes. 


'$. Bern. & ord. 
vir. & mor. inflit. 
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the world. with us, that vice which is 
the firſt we' fight with, and the laſt we . 

conquer, 15 'ſo apt'to work upon ,our 
judgment, that if we examine well, we 
cannot but obſerve, we always are a 
great deal more inclined to magnify our 


- own endeavours, than to admire the 
Power of grace. If God ſhould ne- 
ver treat us as we merit ; if he ſhould 


never abandon thoſe, who from his 
goodneſs take occaſion to abuſe it ; we. 
Ahovld grow inſenſible ef our neceſſities; 
we ſhould forget our obligations to the 


' grace of ouf Redeemer; we ſhould 


- behave ourſelves, as if we thought that 


fl is done by our high hand, and not. by 


the aſſiſtance of our Zord, Deut. xxxit. 
27. This is one reaſon, and a juſt one, 


why he is obliged (as 'T may ſay) in 


Honour, if not always, at leaſt generally, 
and for the moſt part, to refuſe them 
audience in a time of their own chuſ- 
'ing, who during the time which he 
thought proper for their purpoſe, ne-_ 
yer would vouchſafe to hearken to him, 
Jo. viii. 21. 7 go away, ſays he, and 
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you ſhall ſeek me, and. 908. all fie.s in 
JO” finss | 
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| That. we. ought tb Suns: inmediately, , 
3 " withens: Delay." 


He why has promiſed par- 8. "Gra 

don to thoſe who r epent, has Hom. 12. 
never promiſed - true repen- im Evan. 

tance to Emi who defer it. ' A man 

muſt 'be a ſtranger to the ordinary 
_ courſe 'of providence, who does not 
know, that there are certain times in 
which our God'is kinder and more fa- 
vourable to us; when clouds of anger 
diſappear, when heaven ſcems to ſmile 
| Upen us, and. the Almighty ſeems to. 
meet halfway the prayers and addreſſes 
of people. It is not that God is liable 
_ to any ſhadow of inconflancy: he-al-' 
ways is inclined to mercy, and nothing 
but our fins can force him to the rigour 
h of his juſtice. Sometimes he ſhowers 
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418 Danger of Deley. 
down his graces in plentiful abundance; 
viſits and inſpires us with good thoughts, 
ood inclinations to amend our lives ; 
. Krongly and ſweetly moves us ; fre- 
A quay and importunately preſſes and 
ſolicits us te- true repentance. But, if. 
we flight his favours, he withdraws 
| them from us : mercy negle&ed and 
abuſed, gives place to juſtice: and all 
thoſe great and extraordinary graccs, 
whieh before abounded, tare: denied us 
'- that we may, by this means grow ſen- 
<ible of their neceſſity and our depen- 
feney, their power and our weakneſs. 
OWif8. Bj. , \ hat wile man is 
he P © there in the, world, 
''* who reading this will 
* © not fear the deferring 
So. 8 6 of tus. converbiaon,. 
© though it were but for one day? who 
© kngws, whether this ſhall be the Jaſt 
_ © day, or no, that ever God will call 
« him? Prov. ch. i. God. ſaid, 1 
» © called, and you refuſed to come ; I heid 
.* out my hand, and you wouid not: look 
.* forwards me, and therefore I will for- 
© ſake you in yaur. extremity,” He does 
ns Pl 7 OS: 9 ogg 
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_ 
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5 NO + ops how many times : he edlled, 
'*.or _—_ he held out his hand. 
1G, God ſays ſtand at Taid. n ne 37: 


© the yan 4 Ine #1n 
© but he ſays not Wo ; D. it 673: 
* often. Almighty God is ready and 
© bountiful to non and call ; but yet, 
© he binds himſelf to no time or ſpace, 
© but comes and goes at his pleaſure, 
* And they who take nat their time 
* when they are offered, arc excuſeleſs 
* before his. juſtice, | and do not-know, 
+ whether a" it ſhall be offered them : 
_ © again. or no: for that this thing is 
£ only. in the will and knowledge of 
| © God alone; who takes merey whete 
_ ©. it pleaſes him beſt, and is bound to 
© none... And wheb the prefixed time 
< of calling is once paſt, woe be to that 
Q party; for a thouſand worlds [per- 
+ haps] will not purchaſe it again.* 
_ This reaſon is abundantly ſufticient, 
to make us manage carefully the work. 
of our ſalvation with fear and trem-» 
bling; and humble pur felves under the 
powerful band of God, Phil. 14. 12. 1 
os v. 6. withous pretending to. aity 
abſolute 
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abſolute. ſecurity of | our admittance 
whenſoever we pleaſe. We are cer- 
tainly damned, if we never aſk par- 
don ; probably it may be. yet time 
enough, if we aſk it now : and in con- 
currence of a eertain ruin on the one. 


*_ ſide, witha probability of a ſafety | on 


the-dther, no wiſe iman will loſe time 
to: deliberate upon the choice. | 

_ -- Some will ſay, perhaps, it is a ſe- 
vere caſe, 'to renounce all worldly af- 
 feQions, and deny. them. what is moſt 
dear to them; to declare war againſt 
the moſt violent paſſions, and to under- | 
£0 the: hardſhip of perpetual ſervice in 
the'engagement ; if we have no abſo- 
| late ſecurity 'of making peace when 
ever we defire it. Had we an aſſurance 
of our] pardon, whenſoever we aſk it, 
_ It were ſome encouragement to-under- 
take a' thorough” reformation of our | 
| lives. © But, to renounce all, upon a 
hazard of gaining nothing, is too cool 
an. invitation 'to- encounter | ſo. . painful 
and, laborious a taſk. 


O man, ſays St. Paul to! hs Romans, 


K &: Ix, 20,” tho artuhou, that thus re- 
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oh, ft againſl God? Whore you, that 
dare preſume to. article with him,'in 
this manner? Is is not enough, to have 
fo frequently tranſgrefſed' his laws, ſo 

much contemned: his menaces, fo long 
| abuſed his patience ? Ts it not enough, 
to_have-idolized the objeas of your 
paſſion ?. to have ſet up your ſingle Telf, 
in oppoſition to all the diftates of duty 
and obedience? 'to have affronted. the 
' omnipotent hand, . which (had not his 
mercy held it,) had long ſince ſunk 
your miſerable: ſoul _ to the abyſs of 
hell? Is not this enough, unleſs the. 
fame pride which began your. miſery, 
accompany alſa* the ;petition of your 
pardon? Remember, that: God reſifts 
the proud, and gives grace only to the. 
humble, 1 Pet. v. 5. Remember, that - 
it is a very proud beggar, who will not_ 
afk an alms, except he. be aſſured 'be- 
fore-hand of receiving it : »and,. that 
God is ſo far from receiving that inſo-. 

lent requeſt of ſuch a proud petitioner, _ 
that (on the contrary.) he openly de-. 
clares, he hates him, Eccl. xxv. 4. . My 
rs 2M hey =—_ a Freud. degparsn.” 
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Ab Chriſtians! wh muſt: (if we hope 
for ſabeatitie,) we muſt come in ano- 
_ ther diſpoſition. We muſt not Joofe 
time upon the debate, whether of no 
we have a certain proſpe&:of gooſe, 
% Phil. ; H. 12: We muſt work our 

_ vation with fear and trembling, 1 Pet. 
y.. 6+ and Humble 2 over wader the 
powerful hand of God. In this conjunc- 
ture, we have nothing elſe to do, but 
flie in all baſte to the Throne of Grace, 
_ Heb. 1v. 16. Every moment is preeious; 
every moment of delay encreaſes the 


_ danger. 


: The Prodigal Sdn, whoſe imitation. 
. our Saviour recommends to us, proepoſ- 
ing him as a great example of an hum- 
ble penitent, .did not lobfe time in Ru» 
dying whether his father would receive 
him or not; he did not beforehand en- 
quire 1nto his father's humour, how he 
ſtood affeted to himz whether he was 
_ ready to admit him; ordeterminednever 
more to look upon him : But, immedi- 
_ ately, at his firſt coming to himſelf, he 
ſaid, Luke xv. 17, 18. ' 7 will riſes 


E- and go to my Fotoery hs to him, 


. TOs 


* — q 
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© Father, 1 have ſinned. So far was he 
- from any abſolute aſſurance of his par- 

. don, and fo ſenfible of his unworthi- 
neſs; he did not ſo much as .offter to 

_  demanda perfe@ reconciliation, but.left 

himſelf entirely to his father, to.difpaſe 

_ of him, and do with him what he pleaſ- 

ed, ver. 19, Father, I am not worthy 
to be called your Son. "4 6 

Alas ! what can we do in this condi- 
tion? - We muſt redouble our prayers - 
which we have heretofore ſo often hud- 
dled over, with as much indifference 
and coldneſs, as if we were afraid leſt 
God ſhould, hear us, and aſſiſt us with 
his grace to take wp our croſs, deny our- 
ſelves, and follow him, Mat. xvi. 24. 

If after a month, a year, or more, 

| we find no great effe& of mercy, we 
mukſt {till perſevere: firm in our. endea- 

. .vours: the more we fear God's anger, 
the faſter we muſt fly to the protection 
of his goodneſs., We muſt not fink 
under the apprehenſions of our repro- 
bation, but without diſputing our deſ- 

tiny, we muſt reſolve either to obtain 
pardon, or dic in the demanding of % 


= it "Dikiger if Dil: 


nothing elſe-to ſay, John vi.:68. but, 
Lord, whither. ſhall we go ? what way 
1s there to fly from thine anger, but wd 
the ſpeetieſt recourſe we poſſibly ca 


| know, we often have refuſed thee au- 
- dience;: we know, it was our common. 
anſwer, Prov. tti. 28. Go, and come 
again anothertime:; and therefore, we 


if now we are forſaken and abandoned 


ſerve; it is only what we juftly fear : 
thou nevertheleſs, commandeft us to 


with this command, Rom. tv. 18, that 
we hops even. again}! hape.. We come 
Hot to'dif pute about our heaven or our 


- the prticles of our ſalvation; we onl 
- fear as we have reaſon, and hope as we 


| oughts 7 i that, ſetting __ the whole 


the Almighty ſeem. to take na'nd- 
tice of us; if he ſeem, as it were, to 
command-us out of his ſight, we havc 


make to the ſhelter of thy infaIte fork 
neſs? We know we deſerve an eternal 
baniſhment from thy preſence : we 


know we have no reaſon to complain, 


by: thee, But, this is only what we de- 


hope otherwiſe; and ir. is in compliance 


hell;- we come not'to eapitulate upon 


folicitude | 
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 folicitude'of that affair,” we leaveit en-' 

_ tirelyto'thy. mercy; We come with a - 
 contrite''and an humble heart, fall: of 
nothing but a'fincere ſorrow for all our 
paſt offences, joined with'a' hearty re- . 
Tolution, never to offend thee-any more, 
except it may bean offence for ſinners, 
ſuch-as we are, to'continue in thy pre- 

| ſence; 'which- cannot 'be'::-no, + no ; 
though we ſhould ſee thy ſword of juſ= 
tice. drawn againſt us, and thy omnipo- 
tent hand ſtretched out to ſtrike us dead 
at thy feet, we will not quit the place, 
Job xiii. 15. Although thou killef urs, 
we. will ſtill. truft in thee. | 

This is the humble heart- which 

| chirms.; our. God; the heart which he 
cannot refuſe, Pfal. |. Such a contrite; 
ſuch an humble heart, He never will de- 
ſpiſe.+ This 'is the only diſpoſition that 
can make amends. for the abuſe of 'ſo 
much goodneſs ;''and for the deferring - 
our converſion ſo long, ::upon a proud. 
preſumption of amendment when: we 
pleaſed. Such an. humble heart as this, 
gives -God+no reaſon to be. jeaious of 
nk Honour : his hand appears manifeſt - 
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though he thed for our benefit, he died 
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Kg 


. of it, Exod: viti. 19. :The finger vf 'God 
+. have... Rk en REAL an 
| never challenge any ſhare in. the. ho- 

nour of his convethons 70ers 
the the-hanedt, will reſign the honour, and 
bamble himſelf Yo much the more an 
rag, 219/17 who made im what he 
But God will always have the ho- 


when he thinks fit, and not allow :prond 
man. to diſpoſe:of ooh an he will 
take His own time, and confound the 
 prefurnptuors. ptide of 'thofe, .who (as 
_ if they were Gad% miffer, rather than 
_ kis Jervants,) make ho doubt but they 

can chufe a teme EI when:they 


_ Sieners, deceive not. yourſelves. 
Think. not that God is always equally 
diſpoſed to hear us, whenſoever we 
appoint. our time of :audience. He will 
_ not ſuffer .us to .pretend to the hononr 
of beginning our. converſion, und chal- 
lenging his greateſt graces at our. leiſure, 
Tt ts true. he died':to fave us: but 


for- 


atef che. work ; the 'will be merciful 
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for God's honour ; and will not part 
with any ſhare of this honour, to hu- 


 monr a proud penitent, Iſa. xlii. 8. He 
is Lord of all, .and his glory he will not 


give to another, 1 Pet. v. 5. He reſifts 
the proud, and only to the humble be 


_ gives grace in this world, glory in the 
next. Ps fo N 
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SECT L 
| Sorrow for our Sins... 


. Fnton. das © {NY My God! Godof 
Chagas.  * my Soul, my life, 
©. my heart, and all that is within me { 
-T have fanned, O my God; I have 
_ offended thee; I have done ill before 
the face of heaven and carth. Neither 
, the ſtars of heaven, nor the-grains of 
s ſand upon the earth, are equal to the 
'* boundleſs numbers of my grievous 
MPRA Eoin. hs ogg | 
Ah my dear God! my Maker, my 
 Preſerver, my Redeemer, and my 
. .. only BenefaQtor, how it grieves me to 
| haye.ſo offended thee! © I am much 
Rn a wer | more 
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Lo 
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A Cantrite. Heart. 129 
© more troubled at my great ingratitude, 
« than at the greatneſs of, the torments 
© 1 deſerve.” 

' O that I could bewail wth tears. of 
| blood, 'the baſe unworthineſs. of my 
behaviour. to my only moſt. obliging, 
molt endearing, moſt ecſerving friend, 
a friend who always loved.me, even 
whenl loved my filly humours, and his 
 miferable_ creatures. more than him, 
- who always loved me, even when'T was 
his moſt *ungrateful enemy z .and not- 
_ withſtanding all, ſtill made ce whatſo- 
ever | was, ill gave me whatſoever I 
had, and ftill invited me, nay, even 
courted me, with daily inſpirations of 
his grace, to love him above all things. 
O. that my eyes were living fountains 
of continual -repentance, to bewail my 
baſe unworthineſs, 
And yet, although ny O20 aps heart 
| hould burſt out at my eyes, my grief 
would never be equal to my grievous 
fits; the guilt of which is infinite, and 
infinitely greater than I am able to gon- 
ceive.. Though I ſhould weep with 
| tears oe; blood i in every corner. of the 


JA * earth 
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' - 1329 + A Caontrite Heart. 
earth where I have ſinned; all that 
would never 'waſtr away the guilt or , 
| ſcandal of my 'crimes.. . There is no- 
thing but the bleeding ſacrifice. of the. 
unfpotted lamb of God; there is no- 
thing but the blood of JESUS dying 
for my ſaks upon the croſs”: there is 
nothing” elſe can reconcile me to the 
ſovereign majeſty which T have ſo pro- 
 voked; there-is nothing” elſe can waſh 
. ontthe deep ftains of my unſpeakable. 
Ogg EEE 
_ _Ftns 'is that mercy of my God,- 
which the admiring world has reaſon 
_. to call great; that mercy which is truly 
great, not only in itſelf, but great to 
F all that are partakers of it. 'Pſal. 50. 
Have mercy on me O God, according to 
thy: great mercy. Waſh my poor ſoul 
from its iniquity, and cleanſe it from its 
 - fins; ſprinkle me only with the blood of 
 Jefus, and" ſhall he cleanſed : waſh me 
S with it, and T ſhall be'whiter than ſnow. 
 Caft me not away from thy Face, but 
| look upon @ contrite and an humble heart 
s which (for the ſake of thy beloved '/on, 
W with whom thoz art well pleaſed, Matt. 
MM - = XVI. 53) 


b 


| 4 Centrica bldare. » 131. 
_ wit 5.): L hops, thor wilt: not wang 


bat; that thaw wilt have mercy on 
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i Alas! has 2: Sa P-> any ſ rg 


and- as: often broke my word! ' and, 
what hope have I now tokeep it, more 
than-any other time ? When I renew 


the: doleful memory of my- relapſes, 
how TI tremble at the very thought! to 
think bow. often in a-lukewarm/ fit: of 
pictys. I haverimagined, Þ was'now be- 


ly, hath every: ſudden paſſion,. every 
fioful inclinatioff, every” filly* humour 
overcome: my-beſt- and/firmeſt reſolu- 


tions ! Proud as.I was,. I wondered- a+. - 


ways at-my. weakneſs, and couidſcarce 


belicve it "oye I ſaw-it, Proud as Þ 


Was, 


ginning' to: amend: my: life; and yet,. - 
how ſoon, how eaſily; how Son wg 
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= Kill went-on- in " Land: road-; 
ſil] fancied-it was eaſyto refotm when 
I reſolved: upon it 3 and ſtill” excuſed 
__- myſelf, by laying all a fault upon my 
_ neighbours, my emplo + or ſome 
© other circumſtances © life. And 
yet whatſoever. bofingſs: . have been 
employed. in; whatſoever circumſtan- 
ces haye attended me.:through all the 
_ -- ſeveral changes of my fortune ; I have 
_ -- always been the. ſame frail creature, al- 
pays unequally unfaithful ' to my word, 
| What'hope themhave I now to ret It. 
-. more than any other time? | > | 
Muſt I deſpair ? yes, yes : "Its 'ab- 
= ſolutely neceſſary for-me :to deſpair of 
 my-own ſtrength; that- I may ſeriouſly 
. begin-to-hope -1n nothing elſe but him, 
- ow gives grace to the humble, and re- 
tifts the' proud, 1 Pet. v Fg And-may [ 
"his grace perfevere all my life,. im+ 
- proving + -each-day more- and+more, .in 
7 = deſpair, . which 1s the- reaſon why, | 
M I Hope. more now:than-any:other time. 
._- © that I had long ſince deſpaired ex 
—_— tirely of my* own ſufficiency, .and. Þþ 
| Wy ced- "ay confidence 4n nothing. but the 


.- | powerf, my 


Pf i 
[4 
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v bl 


powerful affiffance. of his grace; I 
 Rthould not then have been ſs negligent, 
ſo open | expoſed on every fide, to the. 


continual. furprizes of my paſſions. I 


fy 


ſhould then- have. carefully employed 


the precious .nioments. of my. timg, 
either, in ſtudying how to meet my ſo- 
veral dangers, or forecaſting how tb 


#2 .,0 
avoid them. I ſhould then haye prayed 
as heartily, as men do in-a ſtorm z who 


every Went Har toBak, and-every 
moment lift t] 

weeping eyes to hreayen ;. the ſame-an» 
gry heaven, whence they juſtly appre» 
| nd their fital ruin. Ah my: ſ 


how ſeldom have I Projes ſo 4... And & 
how often have I aſked thyzgraccy, as 


v o 


eareleſsly as if T had no need of it. 


, 


hitherto haye only been in gdneral 
terms; that now I would reform my. 


life; I would no longer. be a flavetd - 


4 - 


paſhon and humour ;. I would:riow bes 


gin to be a ſaint; and, O | how I have 
beet aſhamed to. think of all. my follicsh 


Alas! This very pride which made me 


Ly 
. 
. 


thus aſhamed, was that which made 


2 me 


_ 


t their trembling hands and 


- My, refolutions} like; my prayers 
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134 : 4 Gmrie Heart. 
me fancy, it was an, eaſy. matter to 
amend ; and therefore made me care- 
- Jeſs in obſervingthe particular occaſions 
' -of mygreateſt fins, the remedies which 
- -ought to be applied, ' and the impedi- 
__ 'rnents which ought to'be removed. But 
-  ince theiſad experience of my weak- 
neſs 'makes* me” wiſer, I am now re- 
; \. ſotved, it ſhalt'be the chief buſineſs of 
-imy-life; to: watch'and ſhidy alf 'the 
emotions of my: heart 3 what paſſions 
- are predominant 3 $ Hat inclinations 
- Jecond them ; 'by what approaches they 
_ gained ground ; and" by what means, 
_mithis or that- particular eccurrence, 
© they/may be reſiſted, weakened,” and 
W-.5 oy. - k. -463 
5:88.06 Ce mas needs but now 
and then” apply- his 'rule, becauſe his 
- habit:gujdes his ſkilful hand. ' Bnt I, 
-- infkcilfol as I'fm, . who only now begin 
the neceſſary art of living well, "and 
_- have ſs 'many* years contraQted an ill 
 habitof'negleAing all thoſe holy pre- 
-eepts 3 I muſt now, not only in my 
morning recelle&ion, carefully foreſee 
+eagh: one. coun oh like to meet fo 
6c - 113 
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| A Oontrite Heart. 135 
the day ; but frequently renew thoſe 
- pious reſolutions ;©in'all -occafions eon- 
Tult the eternal truth which came from _ 
heaven to inſtruct me; and examine! | 
ſeriouſly, if the employment of my 
thoughts, words, a&tions, and- dehhres, 
be ſuitable to ſo devine a'rule. . | 
All this I am reſolved upon, in.pre-., 
ſence of my God, and the whole court * 
of heaven. Help me," all ye bleſſed 
ſpirits,” Luke xv. 7. + who ' are . foyful 
witneflles of theſe: my holy-refolutions ;. +. 
aſſiſt me:now:'to. make .an humble of- + 
fering-of *them all,” before. the throne... 
of grace, Heb: iv. 16.':and join your 
prayers with-mine, to beg a bleſſing for ? 
them ;' without which, although I daily - 
_ water:them with penitential tears, they - 
never :will -encreaſe and. bring forth F- 
fruit, . -I -have ſaid ; now" I :begin, 
Have mercy-on me, Q God, accord- , 
ing to thy great mercy, Pfal. hexvi. 
It. For ſuch a change comes only from >. 
the right hand of the bighefl.” © | . © Co 
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mility, 
$4 4ex. L L our Savings life, 


_ bh. ZEA. and converſation upon 
ve © earth; was a continual in- 
N nn" . = #: truQion. for the mod 


« of ours. But above 


3 : Bo NT he merge mb 1wcort 


< to us the example of his great: hu- 
© mility: Learn of me, ſays he, becanſe 
© Tom humble of roar you will 
E a or your: fouls, it. x1. 29 
| fi ff Ts netefliey: of this 
' Rodri- 6 incomparable virtue, 4s fo 
_ gmes. Pay. © great, that it is impoſſible, 
2. Tr. 3. © withapt ut, to make_any 
c<. BTR, progreſs ito a ſpiritual 
* life. Our pride aye” 
| an 
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and ruins all our yirtuous aQtions, un- » 


leſs ' humility begin, . continue, and . 
conclude them. 


n 


© St, Gregory ſays, true. Rodri-., 


virtue never_grows in any. Fes, 
ſoul, but when it 1s, nou- c<, 2. 
riſhed by its proper root, TY 
which is humility. This (OF com- 
pariſon expreſſes very well its nature, 


and its properties. «1. A flower =" 
and withers when. it is parted from its, _ 


root. 2. The root is never. better *- 


"than when hidden' in the earth, and , 


trampled, under: foot, 3, A tree is 


longer lived, and yields more. Fruit, , 


according as "the root of it is coper, 


and lies lower under ground. . 


© How much, our faith de- 


pends upon _ "humility, the PS 


apoſtle, tells us, when he ſpeaks <h. 3: 
of caſting down. imaginations, $59 


.2 Cor. x. 5. every high thing that ex | 
alts ſelf againſt the knowledge of God;, 


and captivating every thought fo the. 
obedience of Chriſt. Man's reaſon, is, 


but weak, and ſubje& to miſtake z,. 


ang therefore a ſubmiſſive ſ piritis re- 
H 2 quired; 
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136 fn Humble Heart. 
j wods _ want of which. has | 
« Jae beginning of oh herefies, 
Fi bo St. Pauls predi& ion, 2 , Hy 
Wh ty 24 3 7+, £ That in the Jaf! 
"days, dangerous times will come, | ” t 
cauſe men will be proud ; deſpifers of 
© Food people ; : and ever learning, hut 
© never coming tothe knoy wledge of truth. 
&" + The ſame humility "ck guides 
*. qur faith, encourages our 
; Rady. c. 7 hope; * becauſe the Pore 
19: Its © we fear our weakneſs, and 
© difturſt in our own ftre th, . 
| EG! the more we have recourſe to "&4 
in "whom we place « our nh A ay 5 
and thus, OO: Xii, JO. when we 
« op weak, ſays the apoſtle, we are 
© ſtrong, yg is to ſay, when once we 
. 6 rightly underſtand ourſelves and be- 
© ing thoroughly conyinced of our in- 
© Gireaity; we. ſcrioufly begin to hope 
ba ou io nothing, but the hates of God's 
| Grace: hen it is that he 6 A 
RE, « oa to take in hand, 'the manage- 
_ © ment of  qur affairs ; Pravides for us 
7 in all. our ſpiritual wants ; ſupports 
and guides US, by a F140 OPT 
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4: ax 7 3 Pig ome 


lic yiew 51 e more 


c _table perſons: : So the mare ſincerely 


c we confeſs, and with profgund humi- 


s lity acknowledge our extreme nece(- 


< ſities,' expoſing them in preſence of 


© our God, the more we move him to 


c compaſſionate our miſerable ſtate, and 
_ © to beſtow upon us more abundantly. 


c the. riches of his grace, Humility, 


as it encourages our hope, ſo it im-_ 
proves our charity, An humble man © 
pe penal dan his innamerable- 

faults and imperfeQions, the more he- 


ſees his. great unworthineſs, the more 


he wonders at Gad's patience, and is 


more inclined to. love his Goodneſs 


aboye all things. Nothing 
makes me better under- P. Cr afet- 


| fland how Fw God is, T, 2+ Con. 


than when I ſee with. how EY 
much patience he endures a man, who 


is not able to engars LA It is he. 


mo #08 - 


© | \:* 


- 4s Bhwde Bhs, 139 
5 2M It is with 
who expoſs 
their ulcers and {th miſcries ; the 
£ * JHory they | wy them open. in. the pub- 


ey moye qur. 
abtain mare alms of chari- 
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| 140* - tn Hide Heart.” | R 
- whos "offended; 1 am the offender.” -- 
' all wickedneſs 3 and he all holineſs. ' As _ 
_ wicked as' I am, TI cannot endure'my-_ 
ſelf: as holy as he is, he ſuffers me __ 
with patience. . 1 only ſee. a ſmall part _ 
of my faults, and hate myſelf; he ſees. 
then) all and, yet he does not ceaſe to 
" love me. "IF. PaEe, ſuch an. horror of 
myſelf, Tun! conſider how incon- 
| Nant, and how frail I am;- and' yet I 
cannot perceive that God has any. hor- 
_ror of me. On the contrary, the more 
I humbly, own ' my wickedneſs, © the 
more obliging and endearing proofs he . 

_ gives me of "© Ohr ba > apa SET 
: ur humill preſeryes . 
Rods <>. and guards our Zhaftity. St. 
Bernard MM. not fear to fay, that even 

the purity of the bleſſed virgin herſelf, 
had never been” agreeable to God with-. 
Bac if. NTh it. is not 
only neceſſary to preſerve. 

4 ns cur chaſtity ., but is the beſt 

, _-, and moſt c eQual remedy . 
that can by: to procure it... Luxury 1s. 
| the puniſhment of pride, and chaſtity 
| - the triumph. of Humili ty, St. Hierom 
ok oe» 
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| is Humble Heart. 141 
F $ af is hard to a-heretic that 
res chaſtity; althoi a his PSOne 
Hhe'ma Fecm to e it, and. pretend 

to iſe It.” | Te afon is, ect ofo 

'Gdd. gives, gracg ,only 9, the humble 

and, refiſts the proud;. 1 Pet. v. 5. --Y 

where. there | $7 no grace, there 'is no. 
chaftity, but all concupiſcence. Henes 

Comes | the common ſa ying of our Dove- 

: lifts, _ that chaſtity Ts impoſſible ; WA 8 
is no wonder © they think #8; for it. 

is fo to the proud re graceleſs, who 


- 


. truly humble. They are giver up by 
Gi Z all uncleanys (6 <a Fo TAN 44 
OY OT, ep e Ade 
bye Joſt” thy hs font pots, duo iy 
: cÞ iſhon to God, the zldy ſhould be 
ky bro his permiſſ PR bla ; 
jo difobedicnt to ſuch a ſoul. Be 
cxule, ſays St. Gregory, © by pri de 
they Trefer themſelves be before men 3 by 
Pt they ſoon. become like beaſts Ag 
man might. eaſily. go. < 
through all yk 4. ot Roar. eboJ- 
and obſerve JON, GL yoegſſpry i 
the PEN. and FFelerung: of 


never be truly - SA till they 5 4 = 


xa. EY Humble hos "AYP 
_ all. "Bae "what has been. already. 6 
- ſuffices ,to convince: us,. that the moſt 
'-  compendious method of. afpiring...to' 
. perfeQion, is to make it our chie -bu- 
| ſinefs to be truly humble. : ve y | 
. Its enoug to t at. 
_Þ. Croſſe. all our virtues, and good, 
—_” Pve wn aRions, without. . humility, 
5 *will never ſave us z and that 
| all 0! our Fins and imperfeQions, with true 
humility, will never damn us; for as 
ſoon as- ever we are truly humble, all. 
our vices leave us, and: immediately all 
virtues take poſſeſſion of our heart., 
. Myſoul! why 3 are we then diſcouraged? 
why do we deſpair ?. why are we now 
and then'ſo melancholy;.when we think 
of all our impegfeRions and faults? if | 
therefore we have reaſon to deſpair, 
— have we not therefore” reaſon, to» be | 
_ humble ? let us be ſo then, and we ſhall 
 have'no Tonger any reaſon to deſpair. 
Let us but humble ourſelves i in the pre- 
ſence:of our God, we ſhall ſoon obtain . 
__ all that we have notz we ſhall be able to. 
| do all that we cannot; and we hall | 
'H receive all that we deſerve not." You” 
I Sand _ _ .. cannot 
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OO on Humble Heart. 143 
- cannot faſt: at, leaſt you can humble 
BE ' You" cannot. weep. fot your 
fins? "Humble yourſelf, becauſe: you. 
_ cannof: _ You have not time'enough, 
nor health ernoftigh, to ſay much prayers. 
_ However, you may be as humble every. 
. joty: as if you had. Do what you can, 


oo you always pray with much Jiftraftion. 


% 
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content, 'and humble. You 'are + 
now and then ſurpriſed, and fall into 
"ſome ſin. Have patience: take more 
care another time, and*be more hum- 
ble even, pr, SS = 
An bumble heart God will never deſpiſe, 
 Pfal: 1: And: is not this enough to ſhew 
us the: neceſſity: and*. great. advantage 
p ol humility ? How. 'comfortable-is- the 
yp eo? to them' whoſe ' want of 
health, : or -other circumſtances, : will 
not ſuffer:to make-uſe of , corporal auſ- 
terities, in ſatisfaQtion” for their fins! 
W hat: comfort is it to'themn,-to reflea, / 
that ſill-they have a refuge: left them 
_ in the ſanQuary of- this: virtae; Tt: is 
the only one they-have, if 'we believe 
--an ancient father of the'Chureh. .Who- 
OT LE, > es Ie Be” A ER ©... x VET * 
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vor has committedgrievous 
Yn Dy nd and has 'a- body weak 


Feud ms 


of. humility; 


_ bal hogs, et ow __ 
where the ſpirit and + ulſe - of 
that- virtue lead him: it y © wy 
BY he has to axe his ſoul. » 


| — 


'$ r ; "84 of A 
Fir Degree of Humility. 


On ly; let, him tread 
capituldr. \y; the yrs 40 ; 


| Rid. ch. 5. Lax « firſt degres; is to 


have a mean. opinion of ourſelves, to 
think ourſelves contemptible, and judge 


that we deferve toibe defpiſed-/by al the 
_ world. The knowledge of ourſelves, 
our. weakneſs, and: 'our miſery, is no 


humility ; but only is the neceſſary 
means to come to this degree of it. 
A perſon- truly humble, always has 


| before his eyes his own de- | 
 feQs' and. imperfeQions; in Red. ch. 3. 


others; he eonfiders chiefly the perfec- 


__- tions and virtues which he finds; and 
thus he always ! 5 Ry that his 


ous 


An Humble Heart.  I45. 

RE SOONN are much better, and more 

perfeA than himſelf. He loves-them with 

reſpe& and tenderneſs. He is not angry at 

| his being valued Jeſs than they, but glad to 
ſee them all preferred before him. 

His fins, which are ever before him, 


make him; ſenſible, that he de- 
ſerves the worſt of punifh-. Hh. P/., 50. 


ments: and therefore, whatſoever hap- 


pens to him, he efteems it infinitely leſs 
than his injury deſeryes. He never thinks 
himſelf affronted. Whatſoever wrong is 
done him, he receives it as a favour, in 
compariſon of what he has juſt reaſon to 
_ expe. He ſuffers all, in filence, upon 
. this account ; and far from breaking out 
into complaints, he only calls to-mind-that 
humble ſaying'of the prophet Micheas vii. 


9. 4 will bear the indignation of my God, 


becauſe 1 have ſinned againſt him. 
The hardeſt meaſure we can F 1 "No 
ſuffer in this life z the greateſt **** ©: tr 


and the moſt ſevere humiliutions we. can - 
think of, are incomparabty leſs than what © } 


3: due to any ſingle crime, which we com- 


mit againſt the majeſty of God. Can we 
imagine, all the world is able to diſhonour 


kim too much, who-has diſhonoured God 


\ himſelf? and: is it not juit, that having 


{lighted and neglcQed his Creator, he him= 


ſelf thould be ceſpuſed 4 wa all, and live far : f 
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ever after in diſgrace ? remember, that a 
ſinner is a Child of wrath, Epheſ. 1. 3. 
an enemy of God, a monſter of deformi- 
ty, condemned to everlaſting flames : re- 
' member this, andyou will ſhrink below 
\ the ſeet of all the world; becauſe you 
wall then be convinced, that howſoever 
you 'are humbled and oppreſſed, a man 
who has but once offended God, deſerves 
OR mer.. EEE 
- * Although my potter accuſe me not, 
3.1. 711 Though | know nvothing of my- 
Rodr. Ibid. |, Tays the apoſtle, "o 
Iv. 4. yet 1 am not hereby j uſtified ; but he 
that judges me is God. When we conſi- 
der well, how doubtful our condition is, 
.and how we always are uncertain of be- 
ing juſtified : This, this alone, without 
all other motiyes, which are numberleſs, 
is of itſelf abundantly ſufficient to hum- 
ble us. What Chriſtian is 'there, that 
- would dare to ſhew his face? or man, 
that would not rather wiſh to ſink into the 
> bowels of the earth, to hide himſelf? If 
this refleQion once had made a deep. im- 
preſſion” in his mind, my crimes are cer- 
. tain, but my pardon 1s uncertain ; nothing 
can be more uneaſy to a ſoul, that would 
be ſaved, than this uncertainty. * But yet 
there is nothing in the world of greater 
uſe for the acquiring. and preſerving of 
humility, There is nothing can ref;ain us 


g 4 of 
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' more from cenſuring our neighbours, . or 
| deſpiſing even thoſe who ſeem the great- 
eſt ſinners,” than tothink, that we ourſelves 
are far from having any certainty of be- 
ing in the ſlate of Brace 3 and that this 
very moment we may" be for ought'we 
know, mn equal danger of the cverlalling 
flames of hell. 


SE C T.. 11). 
| Second Degree of Hunility. | 


. Taz pry degree, is when we love it 
| to be negleQted, and deſire 
to be Jefviſed. As hard as Rod. cb. 13. 
It appears, if we were once well ground- 
ed 1n the firſt degree, the way would then |} 1 
be ſhort and eaſy to the ſecond. If we F/ 
had but once a mean opinion of ourſelyes; | 
if once we truly thought ourſelves con+ 
temptible ; if once our judgment were 
convinced, that we deferved to be defpiſ- 
ed by all the world ; it would not then be” 
difficult to ſuffer their contempt, we then 
ſhould even wiſhfor ſuch occaſions of im- 
proving our humility : they would be al- 
ways very welcome to us, and afford us, 
every day, new joy and conſolation. * Tr 
* is certamn,? fays St. Bonaventure, *that 
* we navuralle love to ſee our ſentiments 


3 C0 
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6 ered, .and our opinions fallowed. 
Whieh if it be truc, as our experience 
too often teaches us, why are we ſo un- 
eaſy, when we ſee our neighbours un-. 
_dervalue us ? It is queſtionleſs, becauſe 
we are not, in our judgment, thorough- 
e ly convinced that we deferve to be de- 
© ſpiſed ; for if we were, we ſhould be. 
| © glad to ſee our ogighbours 20NGM our 
© opinions. 
The diſpoſitions whish make way to 
Pod. F_p this degree, are, xt. to ſhun 
0. "as much as may be, all occa- 
fions of praiſe. 2. To ſuffer patiently the 
humovrs and.-inſults of others.- 3. T'o take 
no pleaſure in. our being cel2trated and 
admired. | 1- The avoiding all occaſions 
"FT of praiſe, is recommended to vs by 
'* the great example of our Saviour, 
- and, the 'univerſal practice of the ſaints. 
Our Saviour fled from thoſe who thought 
to chufe him king. He ſhewed his glory 
0n-mount 'Fhabor, to no more than three 
of his diſciples, and immediately charged | 
them not to ſay a word of it: Whenſoever 
His great charity appeared in doing mira- 
eles, his great humility appearcd no leſs 
in-his commanaing ſecrecy. 
- Humility ajteas not to appcar in hor 
own likeneſs. She forbears S_F 
expreffions which diſcover _ yo 


va She rs not only e 2.6ER 
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An Humble Heart. 149 
'to conceal all other virtues, but r= 
larly to conceal herſelf, 
It 1s a dangerous thing to P. Gr a. 
| Tpeak of ones ſelf, either well T. r. 
or ill, if well, it ts to appear 3. de / . 
deſerving ; if ill, it is to ap- . went. 
pear humble. . 
: An humble man had ether: hear ano. 
ther ſay, © thathe is miſe- 
Table aldrable, good S. Fr. Sales... 
for nothing,” than be heard Pt ho; Fo 28 
to ſay it of himſelf. * At leaſt, he never 
contradiQs it. 'Whoſoever ſays it, he be- 
lieves it firmly, and 1s therefore glad 
that ahrrovate are abs opinion. _ 
2. If we ſeriouſly conſ1- þ 
der, that the liven of Red. ch. 14. 'F 
men, ts generally, if not always.an occa-. | || 
fion of preſumption and pride ; and that 
the ſaints themſelves, who by God's grace, 7 
| were more ſecure from danger, always 
fled from ſuch temptation, even with aver- 
fion and horrorz we ſhould certainly con- 
clude, that whatſoever may contribute to | 
the humbling of us, and inducing us to have bd þ 
a mean opinion of ourſelves, ſhould be re- 
_ ceived with -patiencey. and embraced as 
uſeful means of purchaſing, preſerving, 
and encreaſing our humility. The oppor- 
tunities of praftifing this virtue, are ſofre- 
gent every day, that if we did but care- 
fol ully forecaſt to Eee by __ we dy 
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almoſt make it our continual exerciſe. 


B. IE. ch. '< It happens, ſays the de- 
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+ © yout Kempis, that what 1s 

3 hp © pleaſing to others, ſhall go 
< well forward z - that which others ſay, 
© ſhall becheard; what thou ſayeſt, ſhall 


| © be nothing regarded ; others ſhall aſk, 
© ard ſhall receive; thou ſhall aſk, and 
-© ſhall not obtain; others ſhall be great in 
* the 'praiſe of men; but of thee there 


ſhall be no ſpeech : To others, this or 
that ſhall be committed ; but thoy ſhalt 
| be accounted fit for nothing. At this 
nature 15 apt ſometimes to be troubled; 
andit is much, if thou art humble enough 
to hear it-patiently. with ſilence. 


Lo-67 3. To be charmed fo little 


.with eſteem and honour, as to 


q take no. pleaſure in- them, is a third ſtep 


to the height of this degree ; much harder 


than the other two. For as St. Auſtin 
| very well obſerves, * although it may be 

 $. very eaſy for a man to live. without 
©, praiſe, when it is denied; is hard enough _ 
 <-for any man to take no pleaſure' in 1t, 


when it is freely,offered him. A proud 

man, ſays St. Gregory, rejoices even 
when. he knows that his admirers are 
miſtaken in him; for he cares not what 
-his life: is-in the fight of God, but only 
values the appearance. of. it in the ſight 
of men. And therefore he is puffed up 


WE Klang An Humble Heart. | IST 
* with the leaſt applauſe : he fancies, -he 


* | has reaped the fruit of his endeavours: ' 


* he defires no more: he aims at.nothing 


* elſe.” But on the contrary, an humble . 


man 18 ſo averſe from the applauſe.of men, 
| that he is uneaſy with it. He 1s afraid, 

there is.no real ground for it ; or elſe he 
fears the loſs of his reward in Heaven, by 
receiving of it here, and trembles at the 
apprehenſion of exchanging, for a little 


Popular eſteem, the crown of eyerlaſting 


glory, which he hopes for. _ Solomon 
fays, Prov. vii. 21. As gold 4s tried by 
the furnace, fo is a man by his praiſe. 

St. Gregory adds, if he grow vain by 
hearing it, he is like falſe gold which 
ſuffers by the, fire 5 but if ,. hearmg 


a «A > 


A 


| © be. prejudicial to his ſoul before the 
* ſovereign judge ; it -is like a fire whigh 
* only ſerves to purify, and. give. him a 


© new luſtre.” We ſhould be ſo ground- yl 


ed in the knowledge of ourſelves, that 
when we are commended, we may always 
haye before our eyes, our baſe unworthi- 


neſs; and be ſo much the.more aſhamed hl 
to think, .we are ſo. far from . being what a 
we ſeem to bez that we fall ſhort of-be- | 


ing, even what we ſhould be, < 
pO BING By theſe three ſteps. we 
98. 69: 15+ come at laſt to the degree, of 

La + a, 


| 
| 


of it makes him tremble, leaſt it may | 
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_ loving and deſiring to' be undervalued and 
__ Fdefpiſed: we become,. not only hemble 
- 4 our Judgment, but in our heart. The 
firſt degree, whieh is humility of judg- 
-ment, was not to be found in Jeſus Chriſt, 
 -as: St. Bernard well obſerves ; becauſe he 
knew himſelf too well, to have a mean 
opinion of himſelf, or think himſelf con- 
temptible, or judge that he deſerved to 
be deſpiſed by all the world. But the 
| fccond degree, the true humility of heart, 
| "was the humility of our Redeemer. He 
I took pleaſure in deſcending and becoming 
| - man: he loved to be nopl=ne, ſcorned, 
and ridiculed : he heartily defired to un- 
_dergo- all injuries, inſults, and outrages. 
\ Behold the example of our maſter. See 
the leſſon which he came to teach us, 
' Matt. xi. 29. Learn of me, ſays he, be-_ 
. cauſe I am humble of heart.  _ 
A true diſciple of Chriſt, is 7, , 
dead to all things in this world; : 
He hates it, and deteſts it ; he deſires not 
to be valued and efteemed in it, but em- 
braces all humiliations with the ſelf-ſame 
paſſion, which worldly perſons have: for 
honour and eſteem; and is as glad to 
meet with all occaſions of appearing 1n- 
conſiderable and contemptible, as they arc 
| overjoyed to meet with opportunities of 
| {ſeeming great} | 


| 
| 
| 
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' To know if we are trne diſ- Rv 4 h. 
 iples of our maſter, and have: 6. 7. 
perfealy acquired this virtue; - : 
we muſt, by this rule, examine well the 
| diſpoſition of our heart, and ſee if we 
Tejoice as much at being-undervalued and 
deſpiſed, as others do, at being EOULrEn 
_ and apphauded, +» 
This maximis the ouplifidns. © Bia. 
of. humility. For' it is agreed 
upon by all, that virtue. is imperfect in us, 
ml we praQtiſe it with ſansfaQtion and 
pleaſure. If we find the leaſt repugnance + | 
1m the praQtice, when occaſion ſerves, and Yi! 
_ uſe much-preparation' to ſurmount the | 
diffleulty of .it, it is indeed "the way to. 
acquire ſuch virtue, but u alſois a certain 4 
mark we have not yet acquired -it in per- |} 
fe&tion. A maſter of an art, as Ariſtotle 
ſays, has ſuch a habit of it, that he uſes 
no dcliberationy, but performs the opera- 
tians of it with ſuch. caſe, he ſcarce 
| knows what he is doing, w when he does 
his work. And philoſophers tex us, that 
in ſurpriſing accidents, we aCt not by re- 
| fleQtion, .but by habit ; for which reaſop, 
it is in vain to examine what our -inclina- / 
tions are {and whether we are truly hum. | 
_- ble orno), by what we do with prepa- 
ration and leiſure ; we muſt carefully 


«> © "uy ; +1 5 I TIGY: & WE 
- . - \ hoe. 
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/  _ examine what we ſuddenly are apt to do 


without deliberation. 


bu 


WES: " Ae TRE TRY men we 
NY Redr. ch. However by this exan | 


ſ 
F 


*- % 0 
' frequently are importuned; and ſometimes 


obſerve, - that notwithſtanding 
- our endeayours to improve, we 


overcome by-pride and vanity ; if we are 
yet ſo far from: taking - pleaſure in the 


- - pradtice of humility, that we are hard]y 


able to ſupport: in filence the uncaſineſs 
we ſuffer in it. + Let not this diſcourage 

+ vs;-but'on the. contrary, the more we 

/ ſee :onr weakneſs let 'it humble us the 

_* more; and let us-learn from thence, to 

| + 1ſe our utmoſt diligence, in laying a more 
firm foundation - of chriftian humility, 
 _ which :is: humility of heart. It is not a 
S thing - impoſſible. For by the grace of 
| * God we:may be able, ſays St. Auſtin, not 


- only'to imitate*the, example of the ſaints, 


 - but alſo of the ſovereign maſter of the 


- virtues 3 and can-we fancy, he invites us 


\ 


to a thing impoſſible ? Learn of me, ſays 


. he, becauſe. I am humhle of heart. And, 

-- dt. Hicrom very well obſerves, that thoſe 

&  : words of our Saviour, Matt. xix. 21. 1 
«thou: wilt be. perfett,, come and follow me, 
- are a;:manifeſt conviction that by-his grace, 
(which always is at hand,}. we have it in 


"* 


” eur power, to be perfett, if we will, 
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-S'BCT. W.-M 
An Objedion anſwered. _ 


Ir charity imcline us to de- Rea. ch. 29. 
 fife our neighbour's good, and to contri- 
bute what we can to their ſalvation, why 
ſhould our humility defire, that" all the 

_ world may undervalue us? - Without their 
thinking well of us: (in ſome capacity, or jj 
other) we ſhall never. do them any good ; if 

_ they never will confide in us, they will JW 
not Hhearken to us ; 'we-ſhall have no'cre- If) 

| dit with them. Is it not therefore reaſon- 1 

able, even by the rule of common'cha- }jj 

rity that we ſhould rather ſeek their kind= 33 

neſs and eſteem, : than their averſion! and 8 
contempt. , ET Ls | 

| Tbia, St. Gregory anſwers :. It is one Fl 

id. wn Ges q! 

| thing to . deſire, our neighbours} Þ 
eſteem ; another, to rejoice at his profit. 


% 


It is a crime to covet reputation for: its 
own ſake, and rejojce at being great: injfM 

the opinion of men. But yet, to- wiſh ag 
i; 


"34 
Nb 
*3 
4 
F< 


"8 
much of it as may be neceſſary for: ſai 
ft; "Hood an end as that of, ſerving ſouls, and 
Iganing them to Chriſt, is an ette& of 'chaJb 
ty. And thus, it is lawful. to defire out 
_ neighbours good. opinion and. eſteem, {gk 
. far as may enable us to do. them good "WW 
- becauſe we thus defire it only for. thei 
' ſervice, and the greater glory of our GO 
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- 1s'only charity, to qualify us for 


| 4 
ſervice of our neighbours. 


© 


| Sopinion of men, w 
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with a fincere and . total diſengagement 
from the charms of pride and vanity. If 
any man, who naturally hates a potion, 
or a pill, upon occaſion procures it, and 
defires to'take ity we may be aſſured, that 

- fuch aman takes medicine,not for medicine 
» Take, but purely for his health. So when 

a man, who-by an extraordinary grace of 


| . the Almighty, hates the applauſe and ho- 
| . nour of this world; whea. ſuch a man 


_ Procures,, defires, and manages with care 
: the.good opinion of men, ' becauſe, it may 
- be uſeful to/him in their ſervice ; we may 
\:be aſſured, he only ſeeks God's honour, 
- Riot his own. OL RT Hh ohne.” | 
, However this great truth is ge- 
- nerally much abuſed; and under 
the pretence of it, we only cover 
the ambition and diſguiſe our vanity: We 
covet honours, ſeek preferments, and 
intrude ourſelves into employments, let- 
Ing lip no opportunity of being or appear- | 
ing great; and all this while, we plead it 
the better 
We have 
therefore need of no ſmall circumſpeAion 


JT 


| to diſcern the cheat. "They way to know 
It, ſays St. Gregory, 'is to examine. all 


- occaſions, where our reputation is a thing 
indifferent, and uſeleſs to our neighbour. 

If in theſe, we carenot forthe good 

e may .ſnppoſe, that 
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when we ar? concerned for it, it is only 
. for our neighbour's ſake, and not our 
—_— | ' 
- T6324 St. Gregory, thus unties the. 
* knot, but St. Francis outs it with »!!þ 
more eaſe, and much more clearly takes 
away the difficulty. _ | MY 
- a- =. _- | Whatſoever the occaſions are, 
. Jeid. he roundly anſwers; that our cha- 
. © rity begins at home; that if it in-. 
clines us to defire our neighbours ſpiritual 
. good; with much more reaſon, it inclines 
us to defire our own : that if our reputa- 
tion may be uſeful to our neighbour, our 
diſgraces and humiliations (incurred with-' 
. out our fault) may prove more: beneft= | 
. cial to, ourſelves. If when 1 preach, _ 
favs he, or when I praQtiſe any virtue, 
_ which is edifying, Iam pleaſed with prai- 
_ fes, which endanger my ſalvation ; be- Y 
cauſe their good opinion of me, | helps | 8 
them to improve by my inflrution, and 
example. How much reaſon have I, for 
my,own ſake to rejoice a great deal more 
when (having done my beſt) 1 ſtill am 
underyalued and deſpiſed; becauſe, by 
this means, I myſelf am more acceptable 
to God, and more ſecure of my eternal . 
. happineſs. Es Cr Ns Lyon 
Our Saviour himſelf, whoſe So 
charity. inclined him to deſcend See Rear. 
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18 An Humble Heart. 
from heaven, and to ſacrifice ch. 29. 
his life 'for ſinners; knew that _ 
- many unbelieving ſouls were Joſt by under- 
_ valuing and deſpiſing him-; he knew that 
many millions of them-would have been 
- converted, 'if they had admired and ho- 
noured him as he deſerved; and. yet, he 
never ſought for worldly honour as a 
means to ſave them; but although their 
ſouls were dear to him, his honour was 
not. As he came from heaven, not to do 
his own will, but the will of him that ſent 
him, Joh. vi. 38. So he came to teek 
. the honour of his Father, not his own, 
Joh. viii. 49 go. I honour my Father, 
' fays he, I ſeek not my own glory. Its 
. enough, that whilſt I only ſeek his ho- 
Nour, he takes care of mine ; and that al- 
__ _ though I never ſeek my own,' yet there 15 
' one that always ſeeks and judges it, ver. . 
50. and always will be ſure to do me jul- 
tice. Let us. follow the example of our 
- Saviour, et us make it the chief buſinets 
of our life, to do the will of him that 
' fent us, not our own. Lot us honour 
our Father in heaven. Let his-honour 
only be the objeE& of our care, and never 
Tet us mind our own, but reſt content, 
- that he himſelf takes care of it. , Let no 
_, appearance of our neighbours profit, 
+ "cheat us into an ambition of being popular; 
* but let us faithfully, in all things, do our 


Fro 
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duty, for the love and honour- of our 
God; and as for mens opinion, of us, Iet* | 
us leave it to his providence. His honor 
here below, is left (as I may ſay) to our 
diſcretion; he commits it to our care: 
he forces not our liberty, but only offers . 
the aſſiſtance of his grace, and let us ho- | 
nour him, and ſerve him as we pleaſe. 
Shall God thus truſt his honour in ſo bad 
a hand as ours? and ſhall not we be ſatiſ- 
fed to truſt our honour in ſo good a hand 
as his ? 


8 E C T. þ 47. 
Third Degree of Humility 


"-"Þ» E third and laſt degree, 
Rody. is the humility of Saints, . who 
ch. 30 .are moſt humble in the ſight of 
God, when they are moſt eſ- 

| teemed and celebrated by the world. 
\When a perſon full of faults and im- 
perfeQions, has a mean opinion of him- 
ſelf; eſteems himſelf no better than he 
; 183 and is content to be reputed ſuch as 
he eſteems himſelf; we may commend 
him ſays St. Bernard, but have little rea- 
| ſon to admire him. Who admires to ſee | 
a poor man have a mean” opinion 'of his .ſ 
" Tiſhes? think himſelf no richer than he is : 
and reſt content; that others think ſo too ; 
- but if a rich man rank poo among the Wi 
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160 An Humble. Heart. - 
poor, and treat them with reſpeQ, as if 
he were the leaſt conſiderable of them _ 
_all; this-yery well deſerves our admiration. 
By this deſcription of the third degree, 
we plainly ſee, that the humility of ſaints, 
and the humility of ſinners, is the ſame-_ 
1n ſubſtance, though they differ in per- 
feQion. It is true, we wonder not, to 
ſee a man ſtand ſteady upon even ground. 
But- when we ſee the fame man ſtand as 
firm upon a lofty pinacle, we gaze, and 
wonder at him, All this while the man 
1s the ſame though we admire him more, 
becauſe the place is higher, and the dit- 
= ficulty greater. So it 15 1n our preſent 
” caſe. Humility is either of the judgment 
W or the heart. The third degree 1s com- 
' prehended in the firſt and ſecond 5 but 
however, we. admire much more an 
humble ſaint ; becauſe his eminent degree 
of ſanQity is higher, and the difficulty of 
his beg humble, therefore ſeems much 
greater, | IAG DES 
W' I fay it ſeems greater, becauſe I am 
| notaptto think itſo; upon ſecond thoughts, 
My reaſon, in ſhort, us this ; humility of 
| Judgment and of heart, are chiefly ground- 
ed in the knowledge of ourſelves, and 
love of God. The firſt induces. us to 
| have a mean opinion” of ourſelves; the 
more we know ourſelves the more we 
if - think ourſelves contemptible, the more. 


— 
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\ we judge that we deſerve to be deſpiſed 
by all the world, The ſecond makes us 
glad to be negleAed, and. deſire to be 
eontemned ; and as the love of God en- 
"creaſes in our hearts, the more we hate 
and ſcorn the tranſitory honour of this 
. world; the more we love to follow the 
example of an humble God, the more 
we heartily defire to be agracable to none 
+ but him, as being every day more ſenſible 
of this great truth 3 he only 7s approved 
swhom God commends, 2 Cor. x. 18. | 
Let us only lay theſe notions right to- 
gether. 1. The knowledge of ourfelves 
and love of God, is, that which makes 
men ſaints. No perſon ever was a ſaint 
without them ; no man ever was a {inner 
with them ; and the more this knowledge 
and:-this love encreaſe, the greater is the 
ſanCtity. 2. This knowledge and this 
love, 1s that which makes men humble: 
knowledge helps them to be humble in _ 8 


_ their judgments ; love aſſiſts them to be 
humble in their, hearts; the.more they. 
know and love, the greater i the aſliſtange 
of God's grace, which 1s the only means 
of making all things eaſy to us. Why 
then may we not conclude ? Whoever 1s 
a faint, the greater ſaint he is, the eaſter 
1t is for him to be humble. LL 
_ Sinners indeed, have much more mat- 
- ter for humility to work upon. Their 
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162 An Humble Beart. R- 
weakneſs, their corruption, and the mi- 
fery of their deplorable condition, are 
incomparably worſe. But, which is worſt 
of all, they are ſo miſerably blind, as not 


: | to know their miſery. A beggar, in his 


. drink, imagines he is a prince, and is as 
proud as if he were. It is true, he 4s 
miſerably poor, but ſince he knows it not 
what ſignifies it ? He is as proud as if he 
vere the richeft man alive. It is ſo with 
ſinners. "They are drunk with ſelf-love, 
pride and vanity. They little know, and 
_ much leſs think, how poor, how miſe- 
| rable, how contemptible they are. And 
we may very well apply 'to them” theſe 
words of the Apocalypſe, '1ii.. 17: 18. Be- 
cauſe thou ſayeſt Tam rich, and need of no- 
thing; and knoweſt" nit, that thou art 
_ wretched and miſerable, and poor and blind, 
and naked : therefore 1 counſel thee, to 
- anoinh thy eyes that thou mayeſt ſee. I his 
'B the 'general reaſon, why humility is. 
harder to be found ir ſinners than in ſaints 
The firſt have more to humble them ; 
- but the more they have, the blinder they 
_ are, and the lefs they know it. . 'T he ſe- 

cond have leſs to humble them ; but the 
\ lefs they have, the more their eyes are 
open by God's grace, and the more clcar- 
dy they diſcover what is enough to make 
them fear and tremble all their life. 
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Firſe Reaſon, ah the Rate Saints are 
the uſe Humble. © 


'F Shall only add two reaſons more, Ns 
cauſe all pd (I ſpeak of ſuch as are now 
living,) are compriſed in theſe two claſſes; 
they are-either ſuch as have been finners' 
heretofore, or ſuch as may be fo here- 
—_— 

The firſt reaſon is ſo univerſal, that it 
comprehends them both ; - but more par- 
tounarlys thoſe. who have preſerved the 

innocence of their baptiſ- 
'D. $p. <., 26. mal grace. It is gathered 
_ from that oracle of ſcrip- 
ture, Wark out your ſalvation with fear 
and trembling ; for it is God who works in .. 
| you tv will and to do, according to his plea= 
fare, Phil ii. 12, 13. See the unſcarchable 
abyſs of the Almighty's judgments ! where 
it is dangerous to dwell too long, and 
ſearch too curiouſly, leaſt it caſt us into 
an exceſs of fear. It is enough, that none 
are ſaved, but who perſevere to the endz 
and that the greateſt ſaints can never be þ| th 
aſſured of their perſeverance. It is a ſpe> BW 
cial gift which the apoſtle chiefly points, 
at, when he ſays, Rom: ix. 18, 16. God 
has mercy on whom he will have mercy. It - 
is not of him that wills, or him that runs, WW 
but of God that ſhews mercy; and again, - W 


164 mn Humble Heart. | 
_ Ephe. ii. 8, 9. - By grace you are ſaved; 
and that not of yourſelves ; it 1s the gift of 
ed, not of warks, leaft any man ſhould 
_ Soaſt.> Alas! how is it poſſible for any 
ſaint to be aſſured of his condition for the 
- future, fince he ts not certain even of his 
_ preſent ſtate? Who can ſound-the bot- 
- tom of our hearts? Or rather, who can 
ſound the heart of God, and tell us, what 
_ he thinks of our condition? Who is he, 
that can afſure us, we are good enough to 
be rewarded by. him 5 Woe be to that 
life, how innocent ſoever, ſays St. Auſ- 
_ tin, which he judges without mercy, Pſal. 
\ Xix. 12. t# hq is be, ſays David, that can 
underſtand his failings © Cleanſe me from 
any ſecret. faults, Q Lord, Pal. cxiii. 2. 
_ and enter not inte judgment with thy ſer- 
vant ; for in thy fight ſhall no man living 
be fuſiified; if once thou judgeſt him ac- 
. cording «to the utmoſt rigour of thy juſ- 
tice. Who is, there that does not tremble, 
' when he hears the juſt and holy man, 
whom God himſelf was pleaſed to praiſe, 
confeſs, that all his life time, God was 
 ſuchaterror to him, he was hardly able 
| foendureit ® Jqb. xxxi 23. Who can, 
= without trembling, hear the prophet 
| Iſaiah tell us, Ixiv. 6. we are all unclean ; 
ard all aur righteous works like filly rags ? 
is . Or hear S. Hierom, in the life of S. 
_. Hilarion, tell us, how that bleſſed ſaint 
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"fin Humble Heart, 165 
was terrified at'the approach of death ; 
and to encourage his departing ſoul, ſaid 
to himſelf, go forth my ſoul; what art 
thou now afraid of ? thou haſt ſerved thy 
God theſe threeſcore and ten years;;- and- 
doſt thou tremble now to appear bofors 
him. 

Let us da fear and tremble i in. 
the way to heaven. Never let us fancy, ' 

we are ſo advanced in virtue, that we 
aced not fear. | The greateſt ſaints were 
never fo preſumptuous, as to baniſh from 
their thoughts the fear of God, Phil. ij. + 
2. They worked out their falvation with 
fear and trembling. They were always 
full of fear, and this fear always humbled 
them. 'T hey were not blinded as we are 
with paſſion and humour ; but, as they 
improved in grace, they every day dif- 
covered more and more. Herr ſecret im- 
perfeQions. _- 

The property $4 grace is to enlighten 
the underſtanding, as well as to enflame 
the heart. It makes us know our miſery, 
and love our God, who only can deliver 
us, Theſe two effeQs of grace were live- 

 ly-repreſented on the day of 'Pentecoſt, 
by that myſterious fire which reſted on 
the heads of the Apoſtles. Fire gives light 
and heat z and as the fire encreaſes, it ob | 
fords more - heat and greater light. So 

grace cniightens and eaflames the minds 
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7and hearts of ſaints, with knowledge. of 
themſelves, and love of God ; and as their 
| "grace improves, this heat and light en- 


creaſes :- they diſcern more elecarly the 


"mnumerable dangers that ſurronnd them ; 
'and become more humble under the Al- 
 . mighty hand of God, 1 Pet. v. 6. = 
-_ St. Paul compares the different ſtates of 
-fin and grace, to light and darkneſs, night 
'and day,: Rom. xin. 12, 13. The night, 
"ſays he, is ſpent, the day is at hand. Lt 
'us caſt off the works of darkneſs, and put 


on the armour of light. Let us walk ho- 


 "neftly as in the day. A traveller benight- 
"ed walks he knows not where. He hardly 
- ſees his hand, much leſs his feet. He ſees 
. perhaps, ſome flars ſhine through the 


clouds, -whoſe ſparkling light ſerves only 


 "to'amuſe him, and miflead him to a pre- 
"cipice. But when the rifing fun appears, 


the ſtars immediately vaniſh out of fight ; 


- our traveller no longer gazes there, but 
has a much more uſeful proſpe& of the 
+ earth below him ; where he plainly ſees 
. the ground he goes upon, the rifings, the 


deſcents, the inequalities, and precipices 


of it. Sinners, like benighted travellers 


march blindly on ; mind little what they 


. do, and much leſs where they go. How- 


ever, now and then they. pratiſe ſome 


- good aQtions, either” out of cuſtom, or 
* good nature; and amuſe themſelves wit! 


x... 


An Humble Heart. 167 
ſome few ſemblances: of wirtue, - whoſe 
dim luftre ſeems perhaps; more ſparkling 
-1n the darkneſs of that night, which hides 
| them even from themſelves. . But, it is 
not ſo-with ſaints. Their night is ſpent; 
their tlay appears. The ſun. of juſtice 
riſes in their hearts, 2 Pet. i. 19. Their. 
virtues, like the ſtars, (which only ſhine 
in darkneſs,) diſappear immediately, The 
clay which they arc made of, the corrup-. 
tion of their nature, the enormity of fin, 
the power of their paſſions, and the weak-' 
neſs of their reaſon : theſe are motives 
of. humility, which now they clearly ſee, 
and daily have before their eyes. Beſides 
all this, they plainly ſee an infinite variety. 
of artifices and diſguiſes of ſelf-love, 
which eaſily aſſumes all ſhapes, and coun- 
'terfeits all virtues, even charity itſelf. 
And therefore they ſuſpe& the beſt of all 
| their ations, trembling at the very thought 
_ of them, for fear they way be ſecretly 
corrupted by ſelf-love. But above all, 
| the-importunity, of pride, which never, 
ceaſes to attack them; but continually. 
endeavours to ſurprize "them, (notwith= 
flanding all thefe motives of humility,) is 
that which ſeems the moſt extravagant of 
al] their faults, and humbles them the | 
moſt. © 
Behold the ſes of man! and wh 
_ 8an be more miſerable, if the ſight of ſo. 


_.. grace; but whether ſo or 
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much miſery ſuffices not to humble him ? 


'The greateſt Saint, who is not conſeious 


to himſelf, of any forfeiture of his firſt 
innocence, has no aſſurance of his being 
juſtified. < He may be in the ſtate of 


not, He cannot tell. And D.9p + CR 37s 
which is worſe, although he knew it, he 


. has no aſſurance of perſevering one fingle 

_ moment. He who ſtands, may fgll ; and 

he who 4s a ſaint may prove afinner. No- 

| thing but God's grace, is able to ſupport. 
whim to the end; and the continuance of 


_ this grace, requires ſo faithful and ſo 


punQual a co-operation with it, that a 
very. ſmall omiſſion eftentimes ſuffices to 


deprive him of it. His perſeverance is, 


as 1t were a Chain of graces, linked toge- 
ther, and continued to the utmoſt period 


of his life; and this is more than ke» can 


merit, all that he can do 1s, to be always 
S. The. : _ vigilant and faithful in the uſe 

CS! _* of everyſingle grace God of- 
DN 4 ' fers: him. One grace welt 

14 9* uſed, draws on another ;. this 

a third, and. that a fourth : but if. he trip 
the leaſt-in his fidelity, the chain imme- 


| - diately breaks. And, this is that great 


Rt 


diligence which the Apoſtle recommends 
to all good Chriſtians; uſe diligence, ſays 


' he,-to make your calling and eleftion ſure, 


EE 


2 Pet. i. 10. for if you do, you ſhall never 


Fi. 6 


fall. 1 muſt confeſs, this ſaying 15 EXx- + 
tremely comfortable ; if we do ; | but if 
we do not what becomes of us? If all 
our life we uſe ſuch diligence, the Apoſ- 
tle tells us, we ſhall never fall ; but if we 
 donot, what remains, but that the greateſt 
ſaint amongſt us; will be ſure to fall? con- 
ſider this, and tremble whoſoever you are ; 
aſſure yourſelf the more you are a ſaint, 
the more you will tremble, and the more . 
- you will ſee how terrible a truth this is; 
which is one reaſon why the greateſtſaints 
+ "(who are the moſt convinced of it) are 
always the moſt humble. 
SECT. VII. 


Second Reaſon why the greateſt Saints are 
the moſt humble. 


I HAVE ſaid enough of ſaints, who 
have preſerved, their innocence. The 
ſecond reaſon only has regard -to ſaints, 
who by their crimes, have loſt it-hereto- 
fore; and now are truly penitent, If 
they 'who know themſelves the beſt, are 
. therefore the moſt humble, becauſe they 
doubt moſt of their perſeverance. Surely 
thoſe who know moſt clearly the enor- 
mity of-ſin, which they are guilty of, 
| have much more reaſon to be humble be- 
cauſe they doubt much more of their ob- 
ning qorgens 
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+ Theres agreat difference, p,.z _, 
| ſays St. Jerome, betwixt a oy 
| - -_ man whoſe veſſel is entire, 
-. and Tichly. laden, when he ſails into the 
-port of blifs; and him who after ſhip- 
wreck, after ſwiming for his life, rides 
naked on a plank : and after having been 
- daſhed a hundred times againſt the rocks, 
at tength is caſt upon the ſands, half dead, 
_ and almoſt bruiſed to pieces. If a man, 
who ſails in:a ſound veſſel, never is ſecure 
From:'ftorms which may ariſe, but always 
doubts of his arrival at the port z; we may 
be ſure his caſe 1s much more doubtful, 
and more terrible, who has already ſuf- 
fered ſhipwreck, and has nothing left him 
but a ſingle plank, to bear him up. | 
[tis true, it happens now and then 
(and it is a comfortable obſervation of a 
holy man, whoſe name is famous in our 
__” preſent age :) * ut happens 
| | Ereideg, now and then, that he, to 
| * | whom the winds and ſea obey, 
Matt, vii. 27. is pleaſed to make them 
for a time, ſo calm and quiet, that a man 
who ſwims upon his plank with induſtry 
- and courage, meets by providence another 
vellel, better than his own, and ſails with 
- . much more comfort, much "more joy, 
into the Heaven, than he would have 
done, if he had never ſuffered ſhipwreck 
mitorm. St. John Climacus, in his 1 5th 


_ 
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_ degree, inquires, which cf the two is the 
' greater in the ſight of God z he who died - 
by ſin, and roſe again to life by grace? or 
| he who never died the ſpiritual death of 
fin? and anſwers, that whoever thinks 
the innocent the more happy of the two, 
is much miſtaken. The reaſon is, be- 
cauſe all ſan&tity is founded in humility 
and charity. Whoever loves God beſt, 
and is\moſt humble; is the greateſt ſaint. 
It happens oftentimes, that He to whom 
a little is forgiven loves but little, Luke 
vii. 47. and it happens now and then, 
' that he loves beſt, who is moſt mercifully 
pardoned, and forgiven moſt, ver. 43-- 
We read in ſcripture ſeveral examples of 
this nature. Zachary, as ſoon as he had 
done ſufficient penance for his incredulity, 
unmediately had his ſpeech reftored hum 3 
and not only that, but he was alſo ho» 
noured with the gift of propheſying ; 
which we do not read he had before, 
The prodigal received much greater fa- 
vours and careſſes from his father, than 
he eyer had experienced before. he left 


him. Lazarus himſelf, (who was the- 1 


figure of great ſinners) never had the 
honour to be entertained at table, with 
the Son of God, before he was by a mira» 
cle raiſed from the graye. $., Peter had 
_ not confidence, - ts he ſinned, to afk 
ENT os ay Shock 
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our Saviour who it was that would betray 
him? But when he had _ waſhed away 
+ His ſins with rears, he was permited to be 
more familiar with his Maſter, and was 
made the ſovereign paſtor of his Church. 
_ From whence, it is eaſy to'conclude, that 
 finners'may ſometimes by penance, grow 
more perfe&t than thoſe ſaints, who ha- 
ving kept their innocence, love God leſs 
_ fervently and ſerve him with more cold- 
neſs, 'and indifference, Behold, ſays St. 
Ambroſe, the:great goodneſs of our God |! 
How liberal and generous he is, to wham 
he pleaſes to be merciful ! He is nat con- 
-tented to reſtore what they have loſt, He 
grants them'over and above, ſuch graces 
and ſuch favours, as they never durſt 
have: hoped for. Thus as the apoſtle 
ſays, Rom. v. 20, where fin abounged, 
grace abounds much more; becauſe the 

more {M humbles them, the more they 
__ are exalted. When a penitent, whom 


Wl fin had blinded, once begins to ſee, and 


to diſcover . clearly the enormity of his 
offences, he has much more reaſon to be 
humble all his-life, than if he had been 
always innoeent. He lopks upon himſelf, 
no better than a criminal reprieyed, who 
_ 15 upon his good behaviour of his pardon ; 


'- and perſuades himſelf, that he can never 


give ſufficient proof of his fidelity, and 
_ the {fincerity of his repentance. All his 
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_ exterciſes of- continual penance never 
make hin vain, but-only ſerve to humble 
him the more, becauſe he looks v 
them only as the remedies of his diſeaſes 
and ſuch remedies as he muſt uſe till 
death : which is the only end he hopes to 
ſee of-his diſtempers. The employment 
of his thoughts, is the conſideration of 
His grievous ſins, which he perpetually 
' laments; wherever he goes, he never 
leaves the doleful memory behind him, 
Mich. vi. 15. His humiliation 15 always 
in the midſt of him. Sinee therefore, he 
who hates the Proud, grves grace to the |!) 
humble, 1 Pet. v. 5. Is it hot lawful to - ! 1 
infer, that ſinners may ſometimes arrive ! jt 
to. a more eminent degree of ſanCtity, 
than many of thoſe ſaints, who never fell 
quite down, but yet walk ſlowly in the 
way to HolYen; =. hn lonely 
_Phis happens, now and then, it is true”: 
but ſuch examples are as rare as they are 
great. They are effe&s of more than 
ordinary grace, which Goo grants when 
and where, he pleaſes, St. Peter never 
would have wept ſo bitterly, if Jeſus had 
not mercifully zarned and looked upon him, 
Luke xxii. 61, 62. Lazarus [had 'never 
Tiſen from the grave, if Jeſus had nat 
come himſelf, and called him forth w;zh 4 
- # laud voice Jo. xi. 43: The prodigal had | 
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© - never come back to his father, if he had 
. " not firſt come ro himſelf,, Luke xy. 17. 


Alas! poor wretch! he followed :ſwinc 
. before; and if he might have filled bis bel- 
* ty with their huſks, ver. 16. he would 
_ have been contented. See the blindneſs 
_ of a ſinner ! bat as ſoon as eyer he came 


to himſelf, Luke ver. 17. his eyes were 


. open; and the opening of his eyes, was 


that which brought him to himſelf. He 


ſaw-the great enormity of his offences, 


ver. 18. 7. have ſinned, ſays he, I have 
' finned againſt heaven, ver. 19. and before 
_ my father's face; I am. not worthy to bo 
called his ſon. The idea of his ſins was 


now ſo terrible, and made ſo deep im-. 


preſſion on him, that it hambled him, 


not only in his judgment, but in his heart. 


It humbled him ſo' much, that he nat 
- only thought himſelf unworthy, but de- 
fired to be received accordingiv ; and 


begged: his father not to entertain him as 


-- a ſon, but as one of his bired ſervants. 


When once the grace' of God enligh- 


tens us, and by a miracle of mercy, breaks 


through the impenetrable darkneſs which 


_ _ our paſſions cloud 'our reaſon with ; this 
light diſcovers elearly to us the enormity 


. of \ſ; and as this light encreaſes, we 


: ] ſoftens the obdurate eoldneſs of | our lEmM= 


Pls 
7, 
> . 
x. s 
OT 


- _dally diſcover more and, more, This 


fight is followed/with a facred heat, that 
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per, by which means the terrible idea of + 


our guilt, , makes every day, a deeper 
and more ſenſible impreſſion in our hearts. 
And this is: the ſecond reaſon, why the 


greateſt ſaints are the moſt humble ; be- 
cauſe, the greater ſaints they are, the 


more they ſec the great enormity of fin ; 
the niore they feel. the terror of their 


guilt, the more they doubt of their ob=_ 


taining pardon ; and the more they fear 
_and tremble all their life. 
I, 


The Enormity of Sin, 
1h E bumble penitent whoſe words I 


lately cited, thus deſcribes his coming Lo 
himſelf. Wilt I purſued, _ 

ſays he, the wandering er- Entretien'7. 
Tors of my heart, I drank _ 


iniquity like water, Job. xv. 16. And not | || 


only that, but was ſo hardened and blind, 
that whatſoever I read, or heard & fn, 
made no impreſſion z and inſtead of work- 
ing my converſion, only | ſerved, to render 
me more guilty, and more®. inexcuſable, 
At length, the bappy time arrived, in 
which it pleaſed. the Father of all mercies, 


1 Cor. 1, 3. and the God of all our comfort ; .. 


to beſtow a favourable look upon me, 
and the firſt glance preſently diſperſed the 
darkneſs of my foul, the very Ms 
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196 An Hilmble Heart. 
. of that light diſcovered tome the infernal 
monſter, in whoſe company, I had ſo 
long lived unconeerned. . I ſaw, and was 
immediately ſeized with ſo prodigious 
fear and trembling at the fight, that 1 am 
confident, as long as I have breath to live, 
IT ſhall never recover it. 
Bbi d. St. Ifidore of Damiette, de-- 
ſcribes this monſter in ſurprizing 


|. terms: Some think, ſays he, that the 


devil was the father of fin; and others 
' on the contrary maintain, that ſin was the 
father of the devil. Be it how you 
| pleaſe, ſays he, I leave you to imagine, 
| Either what a father it muſt be of ſuch a 
| ſon; or, what a ſon we may expe& of 
ſuch a father. This, I muſt confeſs is 
black enough. But all "ts blackneſs only 
ſerves to leave us in the dark. We are 
not. yer, one jot the nigher knowing what 
fin is. And all that we can gather from 
it, is that we are_neyer like to have it 
painted to the life, unleſs an ange] ander- 
take to draw Its and the devil fit for the 
piEture. 
| The philoſopher was in the right "6 US 
| when being aſked the queſtion, what God 
. is? He took a day, then two, then 
three ; andafter all, ingenouſly confeſſed, 
the more. he thought of it, the more he 
found himſelf unable to, expreſs it. If a 
man ſhould aſk me the like queſtion, what 
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An Humble Heart, -' T17 
a ſinner is? TI ſhould not be aſhamed to' 
own, I am not able to deſcribe the one, 
no more than he was to expreſs. the, |; 
other. Os ag 0 Ent 
If God be the Frpreme apd, ſovereign ; 
good, if with him all things elſe are good, | 
If nothing elſe be good without him z we - [| 
_ may in proportion, ſay the reverſe of fin. _ vil 
It is the fupreme and fovereign evil, All {i} 
things elſe are evil with it; nothing clſe | 
1s fo to us without it. pos ol 
IF it be true, that all good comes from 
God, as from the firſt and univerſal cauſe || 
of all ; the reverſe is true of fin, which is \'] 
the firſt and univerſal root of all our evils. 
God made heaven ; fin made hell. He |} 
made the earth; ſin made it' miſerable. . |} 
He created angels in his paradiſe above.z | 
fin threw them/ down. He created man 
and woman in. qur paradiſe below z a 
fin immediately caſt them out. - - 
Conſider all the torments of the damn=! 
ed, the cruel pains of thoſe eternal flames, 
the never ceaſing anguiſhes of their deſ- 
pairing rage, &c. All this, and more 
than you are able _to conceive, is only 
part of the affe&ts of fin. It was fin pre- 
_ pared all this, and more than this, for 
RMmndmatT 7 Te Foe re 
If what you only know by faith, make 
- impreſſion ; if. you are more ſenſible 
+ t we ſuffer, here, than what they 
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. -r79 CER An Humble Heart. h 
ſuffer there : conſider the revolt of all 
the elements, againſt us. Fire which once 
. was only made to ſerve us, now becomes 
the fatal inſtrument, _ our angry God 
makes uſe of,” to deſtroy and puniſh us: 
the very air we breathe, infeQs us with 
diſeaſes ; and the earth we walk on, trem- 


bles, opens, buries us alive. All this had 


never been, if man had never ſinned. _ 
© Confider all the miferies, which: fa- 
mine, plague, and war involve usin ; the 
poverty of half the world, with all the 
hunger, thirſt, cold, ſickneſs, and de- 
fpair which follow it; and after all gbe. 
.civil war of paſſionagainſt reaſon ; which, 
if. well examined, will be found the 
greateſt and moſt painful of our miſeries; 
. from whence proceed our ignorance and 
malice ; andfrom thence all immoralitics, 
' corruptions, and ſcandals, which we meet 
with in the world. All this chad never 
been, if man had never ſinned. _ 
- "Conſider all the ſad diſaſters, you or. 
yours have met with; all the loſſes you 
have ſuffered in your. family, eltate or 
friends ; and all the croſſes you have born 
| with ſo much pain; whatever you have 
- undergone, you never had been ſubject 
to, your heart had never aſked, if man 
Had never ſinned. Accurſed fin ! the 
only firſt beginning, and firſt cauſe of all 
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our wiſchieb, both i in this world and the. 
next ! 


My God! If once we ſaw thee as - 


thau art, 1 Jo. iii. 2. We could not poſ- 
fibly be tepid and indifferent; the very 
ſight of fo much goodneſs, would, in 
 ſpight of all our paſſions, force us to ad- 
mire, adore, and love thee above al} the 
world. Accurſed fin! if once we could 
but ſee thee as thou art, the very ſight of 
ſo much malice -would not ſuffer us to 
love thee any longer ; it would be im- 
poſſible for either world or fleſh, or -de- 
| vil to. prevail againſt usz we ſhould hate 
thee above all things; we ſhould then 
abhor, deteſt and abominate thee ever- 
more. Accurſed finner ! ſuch goodneſs, 
and thou not love it ! ſuch malice and 
thou” not hate it ! 

If the eternal fonrce of all our good 
\ be infinite in goodneſs, what is the firſt 
and everlaſting root of all our evils ? Is 
it not infinite malice ? Queſtionleſs 1t 15. 
| Beſides, God is not. only infinite in good- 
nefs ; he is infinite in wiſdom, infinite in 
juſtice, infinite i in all perfeQions whatſo - 


ever. So is fin. It 1s not only infinite | 


im malice ; it is alſo infinite in folly, infi- 
nite in all the notions we can frame of it. 
The treachery, difloyalty, umpiety, 


ingratitude, preſumption, pride: and Id-" 
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- 'folence: all this, and more than all that 


we can think of, all-is infinite. 
' According to the principle - which. I 

| have here laid down, if any man ſhoald 
aſk me what a finner is? I ſhould not 
*know whit other name to give him, Sin- 


ner is his only nyme, and I can think of 
- Bothing like him, but the Man related in 


St. Mark; ch. v. 2. He is poſſed with 


Fo an exclcan ſi prrit, poſſeſſed with the devil; 


© and which is worſe, poſſefled with: fin, 
'the father of the 'devil.  He'is ſo unruly. 
In his paſſions, inclinations and humours, 
that mo man can bind him, ver. 3. No not 
chains. The laws of God ace his fetters, 

' but theſe he breaks in pieces, ,ver. 4. nei- 


*ther is ;F poſſible for -any man to tame 


him. - If you aſk-his name; the goſpel 
. Tays, it is Jegzon, ver. 9. becauſe he is 
many, in and ſinner are two names, like 
_ that of legion : every mortal ſin is many 
* fins; and every inner, is as many ſinners. 
* Ttis impoſſible to number all the aggrava- 
tions of a mortal fin : they are as number- 
' tefs as the perfeftions of our offended 
God: and, therefore, I ſhall only. men- 
_ tionithoſe with: are the moſt notorious, 


" the.moſt obvious, to common: ſenſe, and 


Jooh. as are moſt odious between man and 
men": 

_— Gnver | [, Reery Gnner is. in every 
mortal ſin, not only guilty db one Wwe, 
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| biit of a legion of crimes ; an ungrateful 
villain, who betrays his benefaQor ; a 
preſumptious flave who abuſes his deli- 
* werer; a proud ſervant, who deſpiſes his 


. maſter ; an infolent criminal, who offends * 


© before | his judge's face. All theſe are 
crimes we have a horror of,: when ' we 


obſerve them only betwixt fellow-crea- 


_ tures, betwixt man and man. All theſe 
- are infinitely greater betwixt man and 
_ God. And every mortal fin, includes 
the utmoſt aggravation of them all, _ 


The great Ingratitude, Preſu ption, i 


Pride and Inſalence, &c. 


AN oopritefel vithin. An voflart; - 


Taifſed from leſs than duſt. An empty 
' thing, extrated -ont 'of nothing. That 
ſuch a thing as this, and ſo exalted as it 

15, ſhould be fo ſtupid, ſo infenfible of all 
his obligations, ſo unmindful of the fa- 
'vours he receives, and fo ill-natured ta 
his greateſt benefaQtor, who. continually 
makes him all he 1s, who daily gives him 
all he has, to whom he owes the bread he 
eats, the air he breathes, the ground he 
goes upon, the hand he moves, 'the very 
life :he ſpends in fin, and all the time. al- 
. lowed him torepent 1 Can ſuch a creature 
fo obliged -by ſach a . benefaQor, be ſo 


bafely and fo acts ungrateful, to be- - 
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4 þ oa, fatifaBtion, of a ſifly humour, 
of -a ſhameful paſſion, of a Guful inclina- 
tion.?- Qpen (once for all) thy eyes blind 
finger ; and confeſs. that no. ingratitude, 
but that. of Judas, .can compare to thine. 
A .flave, (1 wiſh he were ſo, to his 
maſter z) a flave to-paſſion. and humour; 
a flave!'to fin.and imiſery-; -a ſlave con- 
- demned. to worſe- than gale ys, during. 
_ life, and afterwards to the..cternal flames 
of hell, where: mither oye. has fern, nor ear 
. has bers, nor has 4t ever entered into the 
heart of any man, 1 Cor. ii.9. what tor- 
ments God's great juſtice has prepared for 
thoſe who dare abufe his merey. A vile 
 flave delivered from. the miſchief of alt 
- this, by God. himſelf, deſcending from. 
his glory, living here a poor and painful. 
life, and laying. down the.ſame with every 
drop of his moſt- precious' blood, to-pay- 
the ranſom of this wretch : that.ſuch a. 
ſlave, delivered. ſo, by fuch: a hand, 
ſhould offer to abuſe: the mercy which 
. once ſaved him, and ſtill holds him. by a - 
ſlender thread, from falling iuto excrlaſt- 
ing miſery! 

A ſervant, I "ſhould have. faid a wiſe- 
rable_inſe&, full of. ſinful putrefaQign, 
a vile ſpawn of man's original corruption, 
a worm,. whoſe very crawling :on.. ts,fel. 
low duſt, is more IOrmEnt than it.can 
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fhould be fo proud as to deſpiſe the maſter 


6f the world ! So'great, fo wiſe, ſo in- 


finitely perfe@, arid ſo' every way deſer- 

ving as he is! - This vermin has indeed a 
foul; an angel once by 'gfact, but now 

by fin; a devil, black as hell itſelf ; a Lns: 
: cifer that- will be tnowiniy good and evil, 


Gen. ili. 5. will be {ike the higheſt, Ifa. y 


Xiv. 14. will. pretehd to goverh in" his 
maſter's houſe, defpiſe his orders, flight 
his menaces, neglect his adingnitions.” Be 


dſtoniſhed, 0 ye beavent at this, | Jer. . 


IS: 
A moſt infolent ehlefiindl ; a criminal” 
ſo imſolent, as to 'offend before God's 


face; in preſence of his G-neral, his. 


: King, his Father, his Deliveret, his Be- 
nefaQor, and his Mafter ; and beſides all 
this, 'in- preſence of his Judge, before the . 
very. bar where he continuatly 1s up oh his 
ttial for his everlaſting lite or death. Our” 
Siviour ſays,. Joh. iii. 18. 'That whojo- 
ever believes not 1s condemned alrendy.: * 
may'ſay the ſame of every finner : in the 
very\moment he offem,ls, he 1s condetrned: 
aiready. His all-ſeeing Judge is" If 913: IN 
witneſs -of- his* thaughts, words, oy. 
and defires.; ;- ahd he no' ſooner is a crimi-. 
nal, but he i is tried and judged. 

' Fhis infolence of his, in ſome reſpet#'* | 
extends all oa ; «Wd: of his crime” 
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defetve. That ſuch 'a thing as this; 
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W1TY - An Humble Heart. 
_ . It is an extravagance of which we -hardly 
| End the leaſt example between man and 
man. We often hear of ſoldiers that 
deſert ;. but whenſoever they go they 
: ſteal away : we never hear, that they ac- 
quaint their general ,with' ſuch deſigns. 
| We often hear of ſubjeQs that conſpire 
againſt the government 3, but never hear 
.them talk ſuch matters loudly, m the 
\ | hearing of their prince. We often hear 
- of. murders, robberies, and- many: other 
utrages,. committed in the world.; - but 
when. the priſoner onee was brought to 
trial, did you ever hear, ke either robbed 
er murdered 'at the bar? ' No, no, ſuch 
; ipſalenee. was never heard of between man 
and man.. And, yet this very infolence 
| 3s infinucly.leſs'than ours, which we. are 
__ alwafts guilty of in every mortal fin. 
- I ſay no more. ; I tremble at the very 
. thought -of having -ſaid ſv mneh, when 
I reflea, how-all that we-can either ſay 
ar think, will never. convert. us without 
grace... There 1s nothing but the grace 
of God can make a deep imprefſion of it 
ne ER ng 
[rar en gh--..-: 
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judge how great it-is, by the impreſſion it .* || 
made :tpon him; when the approaching * ' | 


» 


_ the terrible idea of it. 


| It was the firſt bloody: ſcene * all his* - !/ 
ſufferings. He began to be forrooful and |! 
very heavy. Matt. xxvi. 37: A deluge of oy 
grief broke in upon his ſoul, quite* over-., -. }! 
| whelmed his heart, and lay ſo heavy up*' | 


on his fearful thoughts, he was not able 


to conceal it any longer; and ſupport the- _ 


prefling weight of his afiQtion, all alone 


in filence. His three moſt dear and mo + 
familiar diſciples, were ſurpriſed ſo much .. 
to ſee this ſudden alteration, ma their dear=: 
eſt Lord; they were -not able to enquire _ 
the cauſe, but like Job's. three. friends,  . 
| they ftood aſtoniſhed, and-ſpeak not one 
word:to him, becauſe they ſaw his grief" © 


was very great, . Job. il. 13. 


* Our Saviour;could hold no longer, but .: 


broke out into this doleful expreſſion, ' 


Matt. xxvi. 38. My ſoul is exceeding ſor- . 
rowful, even unto death. Ah! my dear* 
diſciplest - if you: knew, as well as I do. - 


all the motives of my grief, . you would 
not *wonder, that the: very thought of - 


them makes me look pale, and ſhews *. 


you the face of death in my countenance. » 


he violent pangs of my afflited ſoul -.- 


are ſo ſharp and piercing, that, dig not. 
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my life, I ſhould immediately, this very: 
moment, die upon-this place, Matt. xxv1 
8. Stay :a while, and watch with me. 
ou, who love me beſt, who have been 


always. mot familiar with me, be. not 
now {qg uakind, as to leave me in this faq 
eenditian all along: Stay @ while ang. 
watch. with me, tll my Harry of griot 
blow ayer, 

- Dear Chriſtians | let. Us lay a while. 
and with theſe. three difeiples, ;not only 

mire, but ſeargh- into the-cauſe of this 
great alteration, in. the ſoul of our Redee- 
Ter. How. was it poſſible, that-now he. 
ſhould begin: to. fear fa much that death 
which all; his life he ſa much deſired ? 
His loye for man, and his defire of dying 
|  far-us, were conceived by the operation 
| of.the Holy Ghoſt; they came into the 
| world with hims: and eyer after fo em- 
| ployed his' thoughts, he ſearge could 
| talk of any thing elſe. - Among hjs diſci- 
| ples, his. common. diſcaurſe' was of his 
| ſaffcpings, the. cup he was:to drink,. his 
| obligatian, his readinefs, his atnefineſs 
| to;fulfil the , prophegies, Luke Xil. $0., 
| - F-have, ſays: he, a baptiſm to be baptiſed E 
| with, and bow am 1 ftraiined, till it be 
| accompliſhed ? When the - time - drew 
| nearer, he redoubled his defires of dying 
| ſar us, Luke xxii. 15. With defire, I have 
| ws to boy this Boos " wh 20%; ? And 


fn Humble Heart,  y$1 
why, * ſays' St. Chryſoſtom,' becauſe "it 
© 1-4 preparation to my paſſion,. which 1 
-» have ſo long, ſo-earneftly defired:*- He 
| know from the beginning, every torment 
_ - every degree of it : often reflected on 
-each circumſtance apart, andas often took 
delight in viewing all 'of them tagether. 
 Upen mount Thabor, when the glory of 
| his bleſſed ſoul ſhined through his body, 
like the ſun through a tranſparent cloud, 
. upon the dazzted eyes of his diſciples, 
' Siving then a glimpſe of the eternal 'glory 
we Expe@ hereafter : our Saviour ſeemed 
as much delighted with the profpe& of 
"His. paſſion, as with all the joys of heaven: 
_- and as upon other occafions, when hs 
 #iſciples prayed him to eat, Jahn iv. oy 
| 34+ he told them, My meat 1s to do the 
. will of him that ny me, and finiſh. his 
- work; ſo when they defired him to ffay 
'-and matte tabernacles, Luko 1%. 30, 33+ 
it was his joy: and delight, to talk with 
 Moſcs and Elias of bis deceaſt, bis paſſion 
whish he ſhoald' accompliſh, at Hierufalem, 
vdr- $0. Tp RI 
* Ah Chriftiaps! you have reaſon to ad- 
mire and wonder, that the God of all your 
_ comfort, 2 Cor. 1. 3. is now heavy agd 
difeonſolate ; but you will fear and trem- 
ble,” more than wonder, if you ſeriouſly 
_refteR, that all his grief proceeded chiefly |} 
_ from the terfible idea he hed of fin; not if 
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. his,. but ours. - St. Hierom ſays, his 
44... greateſt grief proceeded not. 
_ Fpud 'D. from fear of ſuffering, be- 
. Tho. in Cat. cauſe he came to ſuffer ; but 
2... ,.he chiefly grieved for Judas, 
for the ſcandle of the apoſtles, and the 
 Teprobation of the people, &. 
_ This agrees exatly with: our Saviovur's 
words, Luke xxiii. 27, 28. to thoſe who 
followed him to Calvary ; when turning 
40 the women who lamented him, he ſaid, 
daughters of Hieruſalem, weep, not for me 
only, weep alſo' for yourſelves, and for your - 
children. Weep not for me, my torments 
will be ſhort ; weep for yourſelves ; your” 
torment (if you do not.weep, repent, and 
 mend,): will be eternal. Alas! the-tor- 
. ments which I. willingly. and freely ſuffer 
__ for your ſake, are nothing to the. pains of 
Hell, which you, for ever will endure, 
unleſs by penitential tears, . mixed with 
my blood,-you-waſh away your fins, ver. 
31. Tf. they do thus in the green woed, 
what will they do in the dry? If I, tho” 
innocent, ſuffer thus for your ſins, you 
who are guilty, what are you like to ſuf- 
fer for your own? -If I, who am true 
. God, the only beloyed Son of my eternal. 
Father, who never once offended him; if 
\ becauſe, I. interpoſe betwixt you and his 
zuftice,. I am thus ſeverely treated; what 
will. becgme of miſerable creatures, 
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An Humble Heart, 189” 
grievons ſinners, who ſo / often” have - 
offended him, if they do not join their ' . 
tears with mine : if they are not aMliced *. 
with me for their fins, for which I die + 
upon the croſs? Every ſout who upon 
' this day is not afflifted, ſhall periſh, Lev. 
xiii, 29. Every ſoul who. thinks upon 
this day, and is not afflifted with his dying 
Saviour, is not heartily aMflited for thoſe 
_ fins for which he dies, ſhall certainly | 

CI nets, 
Neither does it contradict what is com- 
monly ſaid, that one great difference be- * 
tween our Saviour and his martyrs was, 
that by a miracle of grace, he'gave theni 
that undaunted courage, which by a great- | 
er miracle he now refuſed to himſelf.” * 
It is true, he freely ſuffered in thimſelt ' 
the natural fear of- death ; to ſhew' hime- + 
ſelf true man as well as God ; to let us 
ſee at once, the weakneſs of our nature, 
and the power of grace ; and comfort-us 
by making it appear, that ſuch. infirmities 
of nature are not fins, 'as 'long as-reaſon._ - 
_ governs them, and reſignation to fubmit 


| to the will of God. But yet, there is | 41 


another very great difference between his | 
caſe and theirs. Martyrs who die for | '! 


God's ſake are ſecure of: their ſucceſs ; © |}. 


they are. ſure-not- to' ſuffer in vain, they 
are ccrtain-to poſſeſs: all they deſize,' and 
to enjoy eternally their God, to whom 
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99 —An Humble Heart. 
they. ſacrifice. their liyes. This is the 
reaſon, * why our martyrs look Jexth 
| boldly.i in the face ; with open. arms. re- 
 caiys it, and go tof meet it with the ſame | 
aſſurance as if. they. went to heaven. . '_ 
Anima. de Let the. body ſuffer all the | 
| Des ſus ſem- worſt of - pains, the ſoul ls 
por. ſecura & St. unconcerned, the ſoul is ſe- 
. Cypr.. | cute of Gag, the foul is in 
heaven beforehand. . "When: man dies to 
enjoy God, he is ſure he. ſhall.” enjoy- 
hun. - "But: (alas |)-it is not ſo when, 
when Jeſus: dies for mav. , He dies to en- 
Joy him, in, heaven, and forsſees he wall 
| 2 damned. to all eternity. 'The lively 
apprehenfion of his torments altogether, 
was enough to make him forrowful, even 
to, death ; but however, if he. zould have 
- promiſed the eternal ſalvation of all thoſe 
dear-bought ſouls for which 'he died; the 
joyful aſſurance” of ſv happy a ſucceſs, 
would have cafud the burden of his grief; 
: his torments, all of. them would have 
been welcome upon that/ condition. ' But 
| to ſweat blood in, yain, to' be ſcourged'to . 
No: purpoſe, to ſpend the laſt drop of his 
ſacred veins to no effect, was an affliction 
not to be ſupported; without praying his. 
eternal Father to: have. pity and compaſ.- 
|- fron. on- him: Father, if it. be. poſſible; 
| Ns FXVi. 30. TROY at hea with this 
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| part of my ſentence, let me die, but do 


not let me die in vain. _ oh 
It is ſaid of Joſeph, in the book of 
Genefis, ch. xIv. 15 He Hiftd att his 
S$rethren, and wept over every one of them, 
F ray fay the ſame of Jeſus in the gar- 
den of Gethſemane : he grieved for all 
his brethren, and wept over every one of 
them in particular. He ſaw before his 
eyes the fins of every perfon in the 
world ; the grace which he would from 
time to time beftow upon us, the negleF ||| 
 6f alf ' his: offers, and abuſe of aff his fa- 
_ vours. He foreſaw every temptation - ||; 
_ which woe yield to, and grieved to ſee it. 
He foreſaw each profanation of the fa- 
crament; which we frequent unworthily, 
_ and famted with grief, when he thought 
how often- his moſt precious blood would 
by. our fauft, become the porfon of dur. 
fouls. He foreſaw, in the whole courfe 
ef our fives, where, when, and how, 
we would refiſt, and render ineffeQuual, 
all the dire@iens, admonitions, and ex- 
hortations of his mmiſters, and fell intoa' 
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'. > 200. An Humble Heart. 
ry .one of our. moſt grievous «ſins, ap- 
peared to him in a more hideous ſhape, _ 
than ever it appeared to 'any creature. 
Mortal fin” is againft the goodneſs of | 
God ; It ſeparates us from our God, and 
leaves our. ſouls empty of God's grace. 
| $o thatz as God is infinitely good, the 
* malice of a mortal ſin is infinitely evil. As 
none of us can underftand the infinite 
goodneſs of the one, ſo none of us are 
able to conceive the infinite malice of the | 
ether. Chriſt our Lord, being God and - 
Man, comprehended in the beatific viſion 
of. God's eſſence, the goodneſs. of God, 
and. his- hatred of all mortal fin. The 
the impreſſion this'idea made upon”him 
was 'the chief, if not the only reaſen, 
why our. Saviour could not hold from 
telling his diſciples, Matt. xvi. 38. My 
foul is exceeding ſarrowful, even unto death. | 
"His ſoul was overwhelmed with ſuch a 
deluge, of affliction, that his grief, not 
being able to contain itſelf within the 
| bounds of nature, violently forced itſelf 
through all his pores, in tears of blood. 
Ah, my dear Jeſus ! when ſhall 1. be 
able, to make ſuch a perfe& a& of true 


|. contrition for my-ſins, as thou haſt made 
for mine? when ſhall I be able to ſay, 
my Jai is MAGGIAg ferravefel;" even unto 


' An Humble Heart. 19g 


death! when ſhall I lament my grievous 
fins in. tears of blood ! Jer. ix. i. Give 

me, at leaft, water to my head, and foun- 
rains to-my eyes. No contrite heart, but 


thine, bleeds otherways than at the eyes ; 
and it is I hope enough-for me, if I can 
be ſo ſorry for my ſins,-as to lament them 
all the days I have to live, and ROO = 
than ever fin again. 
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The Saints hes of Sin. How much it || 


 Humbles them. 


4 IP is nothing but the cTACE of 1 i 
| Jeſus Chriſt, 'can make us ſaints. 'I'here © i}! 


15 nothing elſe cam make us clearly ſee, 


and heartily deteſt the malice of out ſins. - |}! 
The greater ſhare we have of this great |. 
grace, the more we ſeeſin and deteſt it ; * !:!! 
ſo much more we fear and tremble at the |}! 


very thought of it; and as our grace.en- 


creaſes, we grow. every day more bumbſe 4% 


by remembering it: 

To make this:out,' I need; not write 
the lives: of all the ſaints, | A pattern is 
enough to judge of all the piece, © 
eſpecially ſuch a'one at St. Jahn Peg: 5 
Climacus, an ancient father of ' 
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MF. 20. the ' Church, has teft behind 
kim. - He affures us, his rela-. 

| Art 2.” - tionisno fible. He affirms, that 
what he ſays, he flaw with his 

+. 41. owt! eyes; and that he was a 
: Whole _ in their company. 
F451 Draw ftiear, ſays hs, all ye who have 
ovoked the wrath of God by your of- 
| fences; come and hear the oft ro he 
was pleaſed to let me ſee for my edifica- 

| tion; be attentive tos my words, all you 


|- who have a mind to reconcile yourſelves 


| | to God, by a fincere converſion. 
|. Whenl was, ſays he, inthe Monaſtry 
&f Penitetts, F faw men fo extreamly 
humbled with the grievous weight of their 
| - offences, that the cries and prayers to 
God, would even move the fhones them- 
$elves. With heads bowed down, \and 
eyes ypen the ground, Þ heard them fay, 
we'confeſs, © Lord, we confeſs, thatwe 
deſorve to ſuffer off chaftiſemems, and 
aMiftions ; 'beeauſetour fins arc ſich, that 
-thoutd: ws famimon alt the nets to 
weep for us; the tears of the world would 
never make ſufficient fatisfaFtion, © Fhere 
remains one only thing we mf, one only 
thing we' pray for, Pfal: vi. yt. that thau 
| Wewer mayeſt corretÞ'us im thy an ger, nar” 
 chaſtiſe us in thy - great (thy tn "e; Veit a 
Ow 2s Zane, or he Nite. a 
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It is enough, Q Lord, that thou deliver 
us. from thoſe incxplicablo torments hid- 
den in the centro of the earth. We dares 
not aſk a full and perfe@ pardon ; we, 
who have nat kept the holy laws of Sup 
profeſiion, but hays broken them a again 
| hes thou hadſt given us the moſt en» 
 dearing marks of love and mercy in for- | 
giving of our fins. fi 
W hoever ſaw them laugh ? whoever 4 
heard -among them any idle talk ? whe. | 
ever could obſerve, that any paſſion tranſ- 
ported them? or any anger moved 


them ? Alas! they hardly knew what ah- | 


ger was; their great aflition and contis 
nual grief, had now extinguiſhed in them 
all emotions of reſentment. There was 
' hever known the leaſt appearance of dife. - 
Pute ; the leaſt laſhing out in diſcourſsg {|| 
the leaſt fign of vain glory. '' There was | 
no jollity of. feaſting, no conecern for tha |! 
bady, no love'of eaſe and pleaſure, nd. 
thought of wine, no. uſe of fruits, no care. 
for delicacies pleafing to the palate. ''Fhe 
defire of all ſuch things was quite 'ex- 
tint. And after all, thers was not to ba 
found the leaſt cenforiouſnels, or leaſt ap» 
-pearanee of an inclination, ro judge 1 their 
neighbours. 1 'F 
Some of them, now and hen es || 
knock their breaſts; $ and, as s if my were | 
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x96 An Humble Heart. 
already at the gate of heaven, open us, | 
ſaid they, O judge of mankind, open us - 
the gate of happinefs, which we have ſhut 
by fin. ' Others would fay; Luke 1. 99. 
Give light to us, O Lord, who fit in dark- 
neſs, in the ſhades of death, "and guide our 
ſteps into the way of peace. Others again; 
will the Almighty look upon us any more? 
Is it poſſible to pay our debts, and ſatisfy , 
for- our offences?. Will our God, once _ 
more afford 'us any comfort? We are - 
laid in chains of fin, and one day, ſhall we 
hear him fay, come forth? - © | 


_ - They always had their hour of death ' 
before their eyes; and ſometimes they 
| would ſay to one another ; what will then 
{| become of us; what ſentence will our - 
God pronounce upon us? what will be. 
our end? Shall we then be called home 
from'baniſhment, to which we' have been 
hitherto condemned for our offences ? 
Shall ſuch criminals as we, find any favour 
then? Such finners as we ate, ſuch miſe-_ 
rable. wretches, - covered with confuſion 
and darkneſs.” Have our prayers mounted 
to the throne of God? Or, have they been 
rejeted, as they well deferve ? If well 
received, how: far have they prevailed? 
Have. they-obtained a full diſcharge, or - 
| only part? Alas! they could not haye 
| 
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much forcegproceeding from 


fo ſinful, ſo impure, as ours. 


At other times, they thus diſcourſed 


their fears and doubts : what think you 
brethren ? do you think that we advance? - 


do you think that we obtain the effe&t of. 
our demands? do you think, that: God 
will once again receive vs? Do you think 
he.will open us the gates of heaven ?. Who 
can tell, (ſays the Ninivites,) who knows; 


but God may change the ſentence which 


he has pronounced againſt-us ? Though 


perhaps, he will nat free us from the rigo- 


rous chaſtiſements which we have defery- 
ed. | However, let us labour all we can, 
and do whatever we-are able. If he open 
us the gate of heaven, we are happy ; if 


he does not, he is juſt: and therefore, 
_ never let us-ceaſe to bleſs him. . Doubtful, 


as we are, of what may be-our ſentence, 
we muſt continue all our lifes; ſtil] knock- 


ing at the door. Perhaps our importunity, * - 
_ our conſtancy, and our perſeverance, may - | 


find admittance in the end. | 


Behold the language of the ſaints! con- | 
ſider, how their fear and trembling hum- | 


bles them, in preſence of their angry God. 
Confider the idea- which they have of ſin; 


how different it is from what we generally 
have- Conſider the impreſſion which it - 
makes upon them, and compare. it with | 
our fupidneſs,' our hardneſs, our inſenſi- #1 


: #'.."_p 


ſuch mout hs, ©N: 
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+ bility: Conelude: with fame and ſorrow, 
' that. this difference, betwixt them arid us, 
Proceeds 'not from theit having been much 

greater finners than'wt are; b from our 

being: tttvch leſs faints, than they. 
_ When any'of thofe-genitents: drew nigh 
the hour of death, how tertible, how la- 
 mhentable wmgy xEacle? Theſe bleſ- 
feTermtimals, when any ove'of their com- 
fiohs' was vpan the point of leaving 
-wpring they all forrounded kim with aking 
 keatts, and'weeping'eyes,. to afk him how 
"ds ds yau fnd: Yourſblf, fs brother; dear 
companion iT out” miſeries and ſufferings? 
py fay you now * what' do' you hope ? 
. whar do'you think have you obtained 
whathaye you Taboured for with fo much 
| pain? r, is your” labour 16{f? are you 

-0 at the" port'*- or, are you' not ? 
_ have you @ full afforance of your happi- 

Heſs? or, have: yow only an upcertain 

Rope? db you fine yourſelf” in perfe&v li- 

boity of mid? or, gre you yet m trou- 
ble ihe anxiety ? have you heard already, 
|. th the ſeeret of your foul, a voice, which 

| tells you, Mar. i. 2. your fins art far- 

$iven you? of, do you feem to hear that 
formidable fenterice, Pralk is. 19. The 


 volched fall be furned inta hell g What 

_ fay. you, brother? tell us, we conjure 
A us, tow fincerely ; that by know- 

| be OE condition Foe are 1 at ORs 


_ we may gueſs, what ſtate-we may: be in” 
ohe dey, gurfelves. 

_ To theſe demands, ſome of theſe dying: 
m_ made anſwer, Pſalm xvi. ao: 

lefſed be God, wha has wot turned away 

my prayer, nor hi; mercy from me. Qthers, 

' in a doleful tone, replied, Pal, oxxiv. 4. 


| Cam gur ſoul ga avir the fircam of watery 
which ary like to overwhelm us? This 
they ſaid, riot being yet affured of their, 


ſalvation ; but eonfidering with: fear an& 
trembling, what might happen to them i 
the terrible accauut which naw was: night 
at hand. And others anſwered, more 


ungamfortable ; wae be to the ſoul thar 


hath not kept invielably all the laws of its 
prafeſhan. - See, the hour is come, the 

only kour in which we ſhell begin: to 

knaw qur flete for all cternty, 


" * 


\ Fheſe bleſſed penitents, for ane relapſe; 


| did penange, the ſevereſt they were able 
_ to invent 3. and we, for numberleſs rolap= 


ſes; many. of ther worſe than theirs, do. 
none at all. Theſe penitents perſevered 


_ 18 the ſame. aufterities till death, thoir pes, 


nance had no end: we ſtill, perſevere in 


- ui fins, our pengnee-gever begins. Their | 
| fear and tremblipg, their profound humi< 


- litys, went hand in hand with all their pe- 


Nance and perſeverance ; our confrdence 


angt unpongernedneſs, our extravagant pre- 
ſumptinn, always keep an equal peace with 


% , 
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. our tepidity and . flothfulneſs. Dear 
Chriſtians, ' give me leave to aſk, why all. 
this difference betwixt them and us? a 
thouſand years, betwixt their age, and this 

which now we live in, have they altered- 
the Almighty ? has he leſs authority to 
Puniſh us ?. or we leſs obligation to obey. 
him, honour him, and make him fſatiſ- 
faQtion, if 'we do not? is 'our God leſs 
juſt, becauſe we more abuſe his merey ? 
or more'merciful, becauſe we leſs regard 
his juſtice? Alas! ' our blindneſs is the 
_only+reaſon: we are blinder than they 

were; and therefore we are more ſecure, 
_ /more  unconcerned more . proud, more 
- tepid, and more flothful, 

* Teſus," ſon 'of David, have mercy on me, 
Luke xviii..38. Thou bleſſed Saviour of 
the world, who enlighteneft every man that- 
| comes into it, John i. 9. open once my 
| eyes, and keep: them ever 'open, that I 
' may. continually ſee and loye thy goodneſs, 
wiſdom, mercy, juſtice ; and by the"aſlif- 
| tance of ſo:great a grace, perpetually ſee 

and hate the malice of my fins. - There is 
nothing but thy grace that can enlighten 
| every. man that comes into, the world : 
There is nothing elſe can clear.my ynder- 
ſtanding and Jaane my heart: there 1s 
nothing elfe can make me truly contrite, 
truly humble. ” Fefus, ſon of David, have 

mercy on me a ſinner, Luke xviti. 38. who 
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_ am not in;the way, nor going on but /it- | 
 zing by the way-ſfide, 'ver.'35. begging thy _ |: 


aſſiſtance. Here I ſt and wait thy paſſing 
* by: my blindneſs hinders me from doing 
any. more. and even when I bear thee 


| paſs, 'ver. 36. I.know not how to follow 
thee. The croud of all my paſſions, in- 
clinations and humours, and the multitude 
of my engagements, cares and troubles, 
make a noiſe about me ;z ſuch a one I fear 
as will not let thee hear me. When I of- 
fer to cry out for help, they try to ſtop 
my mouth, and bid me hold my peace, 
ver. 39. And therefore I cry out the 
more, Teſus, ſon of Davids have mercy on 
me, ver. 39. Thou needeſt not" /tand to 
eſt me what I want, or what I will that 
thou ſhouldeſi do unto me, ver. 41. Thou 
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who knoweſt my wants ſo infinitely better - |! 
than myſelf. The only favour which I | | 
| humbly beg, is, that / may receive my | 
fight, ver. 41. Say only to my ſoul, as |: 
once thou ſaideſt to that blind*man, who |: 
was a figure of me; ſay, Recerve thy fight, | 


thy faith hath ſaved thee, ver. 42. ſay but 
this, (thy words are powerful, and make 
themſelves proye true.) Say only this 
and then immediately I ſhall receive my fight 
and follow thee, ver. 43. 1 then ſhall fol- 
low thy example, I ſhall follow thy difci- 
- Ples, and thy ſaints. I then ſhall do fit 
penance for my ſins, and fhall perſevere 
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. in.it:to the end. -I then ſhall Py” TE 


|| and all tbe prople when they foe the- happy 


_ to. putiiſh. every paſſion, | inclination and 
uthour, which induoed'me to offend thee, 


 Edhalll then be truly.contrite, truly -ham- 
ble; Lihall glorify ther.all my life, ver. 45; 


— zivethe proſe 2 God. Ariven, 
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D D. Sp. 2. VV Hover feridally.. pe 
Ewa LT feſles the religion of Rav 
BO - and.takes the Goſpel for the rule 

| ofsthiat divine. religion, making it his by- 
fineſs to acquire. that ſanity which Jeſus 
cons demands of his diſciples, is a Chriſ- 
-/Þbe Goſpel was net only writ for 

wy we.call. religious. We are, all of 


i. be: religious: perſons ; of the beft and firſt 


dll .celigiens,. which is that of Jeſus 
rrY We; have a rule, a habit, .and & 
_ folngder;. we. have vows and exerciſes, 
- Chrift:Goſt inſtituted and! eftabliſhed our. 
| religion. «.he-is the founder of .our order. 
Linocente. and TanQity make-up; the ba- 
| bit we receive.inibaptiſm. Our promifes 

of ogg ge, ll the pomps ead works of 

| },, Fe Our. 'Yaws: "Dido We or: 
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rule.; our: prayers, 'Penanges, and.gene-. 
rally. all goad ages o8E6 OUr:Cxercilcs. 
De you think, the Goſpel was 1. 
not_ written, ſays..St., al], every: $4009 FG 
jot as-much- for:married , perſons, as for 
monks ?. zndoubtedly it js by this ruſe that, - 
! both-are to be judged. . t 15:well if mar-. 
ried people can,obtain. God's. pardon for. 
the faults committed..in that fate.. In. all. 
things elfe, they. are-.as mach obliged to 
| live Tike ſaints,.as. the-religious are. [The 
ties. of marriage, .and engagements of the 
world, wall never. jufhify.an adle life - or” | 
any way difpenſe with the Jaborious 1aſk 
of living like a Chriſhan. It. is lawful-to 
live in the world.;; but,not, 40. live,aocord-- 
ing to the maxtnas of it. Onthe contrary, 
the more we are expoſed to the.tempia- 
- tions of the. devil, .fa much,more, we are. © 
obliged to. ule our utmaft care and vigi-, 
lance. . Believe nat, ſays St..Chryſoſtom, 
that God. expeQs: from .wprldly . Bit 
mep, a ſanQity quite different from ae, 
that-of ; monks. ..It.-is trug, indced, ,that 
thoſe may, marrys.and.theſs-may,not : but , 
mn all things elſe-the caſe'1s.equal. They. - 
have, beth: rcecived the ſame laws, and : 
both are. ſubjeQ'to the ſame puniſhments. ., 
When, Jeſus, laid. his curſe; upon the. rich, 
and thoſe who; lead a jolly. lfc;in, ſepſua- , 
lity and, pleaſure,, when. ho ſpoke of the : 
cvangelical.beatitudes ;..he ſpoke, not oaly 
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to- Riliton, but to all the faithful, and 
without the leaſt exception. He was never 
heard to ſay, that the religious man ſhall 
ſuffer for his fins; but not the ſecufar. 
The difference we fancy in this Point, is 
only: an invention of ' men ; it is: not 
greundedin the word of God, who equally 
 obliges all that will be ſaved, to keep his 
laws. © St. - Paul addreſſing his diſcourſe 
to married perſons, does not he require 
of-them as great aſhare of ſanQity, as 
we can find in the moſt perfe& monks ? 
What diſengagement he preſcribes to all 
of us ! ' what moderation in our. clothes, 
'our diet, and our uſe of riches! 1 Tim. 
68. | Having food, ſays he, and raiment, 
let us be contented, . 1 Cor. vii. 29, 3O, 31. 
They who are. married, let them be as if 
| they were not'; and thoſe who'uſe the 
| od. as if they uſed it not ; What more 
can we expe& from thoſe we call religi- 
ons? Let us therefore never ſay, that 
worldly men, are either not, obliged, or 
elſe 'not able 'to obſerve the- rules. of 
chriſtianity ; and that religious only can 
attain to ſuch ſublime perfe ion: "There 
is'nothing ſo pernicious as this falſe opt- 
-Nion. -It maintains the greateſt part of 
| libertines in their. diforders,” and encou-* 
Tages imperfe&t ſouls to lead a looſe and 
lazy life” Aſſure yourſelves,” our God 
"TOOOe"” 'of all, one (cli-fame fanAity, 
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The meansof our arriving to it, may be 


- - 


Wertht ; but yet TeligionsPerfors have tis 
"other'yim than'we have. *Fhey defign to 
"ave themfetves by the tartow way ; nd. 


'we half never be Taved'by walking inthe 


—_— | 
_ Hetiteit foffows dearly; that the 7, ., 
wiper: being” preached and made © 
Fotull, we'sff are boind"to folow'it ; we 
alt maft Jabour 'to' acquire. the ſanEtity Ge- - 
'matided by'it ; 'we'muſt all be thoronghty 
-Perftaded, that it is'the only way which 
"Keads to heaven; and*that every other Way 


7s fare to end? if everſafiing' death. It 'is 


trac the methods and exerciſes which afc 
_ufed; and followed in religious: houſes, to 
"arrive to ſuch” perfeQion,' are quite dif- 

Ferent from what are uſually 'preferibed 
_ "to worldly perſons : but their 'virtues al- 


ways are the fame although their exerciſes 


ure Hot. ' Theſe two things we commoniy 


"confound;- to wit, the eYerciſes 'and vir-'- 


"tues of a Chriſtian, We imagine, for 
example, that a modeſt and a homely. 
'drefs, is only fit for Cloiſters, where they 


always wear a certain habit, poor and 


plain. 'We fancy that the reeolfeRtivn * 
-which is praftifed in religious houſes; is'a * 
"thing peculiar to their chara&ef ; becauſe 
wefind, that they only have certain hours 
allotted them. for” keeping filence. ' We - 
imagine alſo, that of life belongs. 
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_to'none but them 3; becauſe they faſt ? and 
-* _praQiiſe ſeveral auſterities commanded by 

_ * ſuperiors, It is a' great miſtake :. theſe 
.- virtues all are evangelical :. we find them 
- .. In the goſpel, which is ours as.much as 
theirs : they are preſcribed to all men, by 
the comman rule of Chriſtianity : and tho' 

| we have not (as religious have} ſo great 

_ _ advantages to. make the practice of them 
- uniform and eaſy; nevertheleſs, we. all 

are mdiſpenſibly obliged to have them, 
and to praQtiſe them. .Our, modeſty, our 

_ moderation muſt be known to all, Phil. iy. 

_* as well as theirs. Qur recolleQtion of mind 

mult be preſerved, amidſt the multitude 

of our employments. We are equally 

_ obliged to moxtify ard circumciſe our 

| hear' and to extinguiſh 1n it, all our ſen- 
| © ſualdefires, the precept of continual prayer, 
Si Theſ.v. 17. is'as much for us as them. 
. "We are not bound to. fing in choir, at cer- 
_. .. tain hours, asthey do; but our heart mult 

* be, as much. as theirs, continually united 

| to our God, by. loving of him above. all 
' things. T hough we have not made a vow 
- of poverty, yet we mult, be, as well as 
©" theyentirely diſengaged from all the riches 
| - of the earth, and never ſet our hearts 
| ©” upon them whilſt we uſe them. Though 
*we haye not vowed obcdience, we are all 
. 'obliged, as much as they, to be attentive 
to the precepts 'of our founder, Teſus. 
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Chrift, and punQually obſerve the leaſt of... 
his Commandments, Matt. v. 1 9. 

Behold the duty of a Chriſtian ! See. 
how generous, how noble, how heroical 
his reſolution is, of making good the. full 
ſignificatien of his name ! he meets with. 


an infinity of obſtacles ; but notwithſtand- . 
ing all,- he is'reſolved to ſacrifice and fave 


kimſelf: hei is reſolyed to uſe all violence, 


way to heaven, and to take it even by 
wee, Matt. Xk 12. 
II. 


SECT. | 
His contempt of the Warld. 


himſelf, as a_ meer Hom. 2. 
ſtranger in this world ; and Ep. al 
| . the continual remembrance of his. .being 


ſo, is the foundation. and root ,of all his 


in” 


virtue.. He takes little pleaſure, 'in em- ; ' 


ploying' of his buſy thoughts . about this . 
life, and the affairs relating-to it z but is © 
like a baniſhed man, who lives uneaſy in- 


a foreign country, always looking home-- 


ward. with extreme impatience, to. ſee 
the bleſſed place which gave him birth ; 

and always doing all he can, to .lay all 
things in readineſs. for his return. He : 
never is dejeQed with adverſity, nor puft - 
up with proſperity, which happen-;to at- . 


| cernedly by, without regarding either ; 
and AFhovL the leaſt ſtop in his VaJy. Pur2s; 


Te "N — 4 


- 


whatever may be. requiſite, to make' his 


Hz always looks upon 8. Chryſe fm.” by 
br. . 


tend his fortune Here ; but paſſes: uncon- , 
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| ſues his * jaurn 
' longs to, bg at. Ws! ; yak $. of 
Eh elle, I haw. to. it pet 4 

nd this we E.T oe, ob- 
"ge. 2 Da ta wel 10. bg ng Prayer, Thy 
| FRanh came that AY ways, b Ve. 
| ie $f, Par y. whieb. 1s. 
z Ek he Tait, and y ſearn bo vs- 
 14v6: any tra fitory. anour, profit, por 
ſure, whioh } k mgoty wth \upan eart 
hriſfiap, by thoſe 
ES. Chry/ſoftom. no ble. ſentiments of true 
| dom.15.ad po- nd ſolid wifdom,, mounts 
pul. Antiochem, to Tuch a, height abovg the. 
a - reach of- -alf ths. world, that 
| h6is Herdiy capal ble of feeling, much ſeſs, oy 
of admiritig L hatfore oever paſl din it. 
is like a man, "os from ' the. top fs A 
afpiring mountain, takes a view of aff 
| below him, and can hardfy fee.the towny 
| - andeities, which appear ike "mole-hills; 
| where the numerous inhabitants, _ 


Thi Oreo if 
erotlls, oihe 


ſwarms, of ants, run np and down, 

follow eagerly their little trade of hoar: 
ing up a por trefor which is nothing 
{ to his purpoſe. Alt his treafure and his 
hbgrt,* arc. © both m heaven, There his 
loving eye is. generally fixed; and if he 
now and then look down upon t the riches, 
glory, power, honour 'of this miſerable 
world, they all feers triffing matters; al 
- ſuch things arc, little, incon orab, and 
: edntamptible t to | AOL. _l 
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And yet he cannot juſtly + 
- kd accuſed of pride, beans: 8. * Chryſ of/t . 


he thinks, the wiſeſt politi-- Ham. 11. , 
eians, are. -but fools, their Epi/t. 1.Cor., 


Tiches, ſhadows ; and all their pleaſur 
dreams ;- and their titles, dignities, +» Bp 
honours, only childrens baubles. . Na, it . 
cannot juſtly be accounted pride. It-it. 
certainly the greateſt wiſdom, to ſubmit , 


our judgments, and ' conform. them, to. 
the external truth of God himſelf ; and- - 
judge of things, as they are. rl, : 

al- , 
low, that Solomon bimaſelf,. was guilty . 
of preſumption and arrogance.; when af-_ 
ter a full trial, after long and ſad experi- 
* ence,. he pronounced, that all the world - 
Is * Vanity of vanities, and Det ella C8 


themſelves. Or otherwiſe we mu 


but vanity.” | 
He labours all he can to FITS 
make his ſoul become a $. Chry fr 


heaven upon . earth ; and om. Hom 


fails not to. ſucceed in ſuch 77. Epiſe. ad 


a noble enterpriſe... The Heb. 
heaven, : which we ſee, and 


ſo admire, is but an emblem of his hap- | 
pineſs. As heaven js enlightened .by the 
riſing ſun,, his ſoul is more enlightened by | 
the grace of God, the ſun of juſtice, 
which ariſes without ſetting, in his heart. 

As heaven always is the ſame ; ſtill beau-  _ 
tiful and bright within - itſelf, although . - 


the Might darknefs ſeery! to NEE ang, * 


dds 9 EI | al 
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Ny” obſcure i it; ſo his foul is ſtill the fame wb 
| it ts always cafy apd content within (elf, 
rants Hi” he lives obfcurely in diſgrace 
or doverty: and feem a miſerable man tv 
thoſe who little gw res] the fecret of 
his happineſs. 'As heaven is ſo high 
above the winds and ſtorms that the moſt 
violent difturbange of the air can never 
react) it ;, ſo the ſoul pf a geod chriſtian, 
eyen' when the world combines to make 
him ſuffer moſt, receives no barm at alf. 
His treaſure is in heaven, and his heart is 
with it. He is above the regch of all 
_ that they can do. His heart is raiſed to 
ſuch a Neighe, that when he takes @ groſ- 

 PeRof the earth below, he fees no dif- 
| © ference betwixt the mean and the noble. 

Neither are the poor the obje&s that 

ſeem little in his fight ?-- but kings them- 
ſelves, and enerals of armies, . politicians, 
uſfurers, .and'what you pleaſe, fo em every 


x _ jor as little and contemptible as they. The 


difference of poor. and rich makes no im- 
_ preſſion upon him; no more than when 
. he ſees amongſt aſwarm of little ants, 

| ſome creep loaded, and others .empty. 
"What can. men do: to fuch a man as 


3 this, ſuppoſe they have a mind to make 


| | him miſerable ? Will the 
S.: Chry/oftem. rob him. of his money? > 
Hem.s. ad po. his riches are _in heaven. 
; #4 rin Will they baniſh him from 
rr peri home ?. he has. A@. other 


— — 
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home but. heaven; and. it is not in their. 


power ts baniſh him ffom-therice Will - 
they lay him fift'in'Ehains; his erormoagy nf 
will ſillbe free; and; for his part, he 


- fearsno other etwins dur thofe of ſin, or | 


will they kill him? when they have dons 
this, they have no more to do ? and eve 
then, his ſoul will live for ever, his body 
one day riſe again, © 

A man who lives not but 


for Jeſys Chriſt, is quits $. Criſs + * 


above the reach of all mis- oj. lth. 24d, 
fortunes that can thregten Theod. * Taps. 
bir ; provided that he witl ſum, c. 3. 
not freely and deliberately . TSR 
hurt hirgſelf, no. man alive can have the * 


leaft advantage over him.. He is invineis 


ble at all arms. The lofs of his. 200ds i is 


no affliction to him, becauſe he well cor © 
kders, that we. all bring nothing with us ; 


at our birth; and' we ſhall carry nothing” 


with us at our death.” "The yain defires 
of reputation and honour cannot ſeize his - 
heart ; becauſe he knows that all our con- 
verſation ought tobe in heaven. All the * 


Injuries and outrages he meets: 'with, are 
" not able to provoke him ; he is aeciſtian: 


and, being truly: ſuch, he” fears but one! 
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t.danger of ane only laſs; the.danger 
ona Ng God: 

your; al thitigs elſs, as baniſhment  ahd' < 
poverty, with' all the greateſt and® molt * 


dangerous extremities; he valges not: at 'K, 


, and - fofing of his fa-” 


LED ee kl hagettt > 0. PW ine 


Yionoee nanty 


© 
———_—_—_ 


Se Ce enndatn hrn ; . 1p "SE. me TDs. ; » 53% 


%. 5 


- 


; 212. "1 "BP Charafter of | 


all: and even death itſelf which. others 


think ſo terrible, .is- always moſt agreeable 
| moſt. comfortable, and moſt: $0 
whenſoever i it. Comes. WW: 


or 


7, \ SECT: mM. $75 
* His Defre f ke: | 


Tic. E* Foriptobs” generally porkapabi 


a chriſtian,” as a perſon. diſengaged and 
ſeparated from the' world. If you were 
of the world, ſays our Saviour.” :10.,Xy, 
'1 9. the wwarld would Jove his own, but 


becauſe you are not 0 the world and_] have ; 


choſen you out of. the world, therefore the 


” world hates you, 1. Jo:. Ne:T8; He loves | 
wot the world, nor the things. that are in + 
he world, beeauſe, < any man. "leve' the 


| 4warld, the love of God 1s not in him, 


Rom. xii. 2.. "He is not conformed to e | 


word, but transformed by the renewing 0 
| pis mind, that be may, prove what is the 
pood the agceptable and per fe will of God, 


1 Coco vil. 31. He uſes the world, as if 
he uſed it not, Gal. vi. 1 4 " The world 
crucified. to. "hir and he is. to the world, WW. 
ic is' dead, and his life.  Y 
hid with Chriſt. in God. "Jam. £0 ; \ 
religion pure "and undefiled, is that by 
which he keeps himſelf unſpotted fi from the. 
|| world, 1 Pet. ii. 11, He'ab/lains from all _ 


Coloſ,” nr..3.. 


By acfi Tres. "which war againſt the ſoul, becauſe . 
BY ve.) is & <4 alle and a CO AHTTI] in. the world. 


a7 
_ . 2 LA 7 » *', 2 x . , 


&% 


V, 


But Pa which: moſt. inclings kim to de-" 


ſire the the PRReN of heaven, is his #now- 
Ing, ke. L Foals 74s he is here; Be ts abſeat , 


from, his God, a2 Cor. v6. 
" No. Wander he ſo maud 
des to be in heaven: all D. 94. Par. 


his comfort - his hoþe of be- 2. Cha. 3t. 


s there. Th [- gate. fo ſkrait ; $ 


way fo narfow ; . the "continual vio- 


TEK 


hed aily Bb : "the felt -diniiat which he 


always | ptaRiſss, "Luke '*in. 3. The 


pendnce lefibot which we 4/! fa?l periſh, 


if we do not 'trottify our paſſions, curb 


our humoufs, and refiſtour ihclinazions 
afl/this put together, oY enough to make'a 
chriſtian life, ſo nh” troubleſome, arid: 


difag recable;, that; t Cor. 'xv. 19. 
in this lifs only be j 
all men he md, ' miſerable.” 

Tt is no wonder therefore he fo 


| much defires the fight of God, [id 


4 


which qnly can deliver him from * " 
all the miferies he labours under, th. 22, 
It is the great affliction of the juſt ; to ſec 


themſelves "fo far from Sion, ſeparated 


| Typ og God, and banifhed from their 


y Jerufflem! Although the riches 


X by) Fe EE were all their own, they 
- ftill would think themſelves” unfortunate, 


beguue their treafure 'is not here ; it is : 
on) be found hereaftet: . ; They as. 


edn ” Gekire'the an-4 ug of Karen, 


a Gol Cried. _” 


ad hope, he would Wt 4 


; 214 The Gharatter of 
as a hart long unted thirſty -for- water. 
ſ 


| It is @.duty penſbly incumbent. upon 
all true chriſtians, to defire. it. aboye. all 


_ Hear St. "EY "ki 'who finds 
Ibid. hinſelf it caſe on earth; who. 
_ <h, 21. is contented to live always here; 
| and finds: the greateſt | J9y. and 
ſatisfattion in this world, will nevcr_ en- 
ter heazen. If you'alk the reaſon, he - 
replies : becauſe he_ has not in his heart . 
the love of God, whoever does not ſigh. 
and-above all thin wiſh, for the enjoy-. 
ment of eternal life, Examine well your 
. heart. * If Gad ſhould: promiſe you. a. 
| Jong life upon earth, .and tell you, you 
| . ſhall 'here enjqy. "whatever you can. wi 
for; riches, . pleaſures, , honours, health, 
prof; erity,. and what you pleaſe beſide,” 
ſhall+every where attend you only; you | 
ſhall never-ſce me; you ſhall neyer have 
a ſhare with me in heaven ; : . would you be. 
content! ? Whoever is in ſuch a diſpoſition, , 
does rot begin it, love him aboye all- Are 
_ © Hear, the royal prophet : 
Fee ' hear. the KBS of .his loye.. 
C: Th As the Heart pants. after water, 
ſo my. ſoul pants after thee my God, Pſal. 
x]. 1, + 3» My foul. is thirſty for thee, 
' O thou living God, the only life and. 
comfort of my ſoul. My tears have been 
my entertainment day and night ; and 
# Is: =e oy. eaſe of {Y parent rich, 


4.» wad 2 ; 
_ 9 hy # wo *£ "4 + '# 


es ro *% Ag 


RI | Cod Obritin i, 215. 
*to have the liberty of weeping in thy 

abſence.” When ſhalf I appear 'btfore 

"my. God ? * when«once that happy, day 
approaches, when I once behold thy face 

 £* ſhall be ſatisfied, FIN -$Y15-.1x.' but | 
never ſhall be' ſatisfied. till then.” Ttis |» 
this, and only this one thing, ] always 
have defired of thee, that I may dwell 1 1 
thy houſe for ever, and hehold thy o7 i 

beauty, Pſal. xxvii. 4. 

Aﬀf God! s children fay ths ſame; ; they 

- daily pray to their eternal Father, that his 

* kingdom come ; and their deſire of eyer- 

_ lafling life ; though ſometimes out of _ 
mind, is always in their heart. By this 4 
they pray. inceſſantly. By this they are 
attentive to God's preſence, in the midit 
of thoſe employments and affairs, which 
otherwife would eaſily divert them from, 

the thoughts of him. By this they fre- 

quently recall their wandering thoughts, 
renew . their-. decaying fervour, inflame 
their cooling love, encourage. their de- 
ſponding hearts, and march 4 great deal 
faſter towards heaven... When the 

| ſcripture commands __vs, ſays St. Auſtin, 

to pray always z we are not. therefore | 

| obliged to be always on our knees, or 
always finging pſalms in choir. : we only. 
are obliged to have continually, in-the _ 
bottom, of our hearts a true defire tg 
leave this earth, and enter into heaven, 


_ This continual defire muſt i}. Pee: 


$ 
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Fepere | in our, heart.., We alwayy wych 
"RE ang beh and. tay, tam a ep- 
08 09 #2 ge} "gm __ far.) : Bot 
home, 1 am not my Gad, It is 
ſi ue, ($t. Avſtin d8J4-4: jo, 10a" a18) 
Fert himſclf ſometives, and ſpend Liz 
ours. jn_ſneh employments, 2 appear 
quite. differen from gaming heaven, | 
is, alas ! the. fervityde. of his captivity, 
TY  waith thus obliges hin), to, work for them 
I Egyprians, whilft he 5.2 fave to Pha- 
raoh. , But however, in The midſt of, adt 
bis ; Fuca te. Never can forget the land 
of Promiſe ; he- laments, b 1E- ſighs, he 
, always, wiſhes to. "be: there : and thus he 
always prays to God that he will pleate 
to. grant. him the poſſeflien. of that, ſo- 
, VEreign good, which. only ca cls ſuffice to 
nyſe him Futs, and for ever apPY- 
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